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IN penning the following memoirs, I had no other 
object in view than my own amuſement. This confi» 
deration may, perhaps, be accepted as an excuſe for 
the familiarity of my ftyle ; which, as well as many 


other imperfections, will, no doubt, be perceived and 
condemned by the critic. The candid and indulgent - 


reader, who reflects, that the piece was not till 
lately intended for the public eye nor then, without 


the moſt urgent ſolicitations of a number of friends, will 


generouſly pardon any defect he may diſcover in the 


peruſal. Havymyg been intimately acquainted with the 
hero of the piece, in my juvenile days, I can with con- 


fidence vouch for the authenticity of the narrative. ”Tis 


true, I have introduced ſome perſons and incidents 


which appear to be unconneQed with the foundation of 


the ſtory ; yet, it will be found, that were any of theſe 


withdrawn, the chain of events would be broken, and 
the congruity cf the piece deſtroyed. Upon the whole, 


if the ſiyle is not florid, it will not wound the car of 


modeſty ; if the ſubjects are not ſublime, they have a 
manifeſt tendency to propagate ſentiments of virtue to 
ſtimulate youth to an humble reſignation to the diſpen- 
{ations of providence—and to diſcountenance vice. 
At all events, I have ventured to lay it before the 
public, in hopes that, as a ſorlorn infant, it may find 
a foſter father, who will not ſufer it to fink in oblivion 
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EFORE I enter into a detail of the adventures 
B of our hero, I preſume it will not be unaccepta- 
ble to my readers, if not expedient, to give a curſory 
fl:etch of his birth and education, in order to illuſtrate 
the ſubje of the following ſheets. This I ſhall do in 
as conciſe a_manner as poſlible—well! knowing that 
prolixity creates diſgutl, 


He was the firſt and only ſon of a gentleman in Lon- 
don, who enjoy'd an affluent and independent fortune 
vas noble, generous, humane and hoſpitable : His 
income not only ſupported his family in ſpJendour, 
but alſo diſpenſed its glad'ning ſtreams to the dreary 
abodes of pain and indigence. This gentleman, at a 
a ſuitable age, with the approbation of his friends, paid 
his addreſſes to a young lady of a diſtinguiſhed family, 
and great fortune - poſſeſſed of every accompliſhment 
to render a man of honour happy: To whom he was 
ſhortly married. Before the anniverſary of their nup- 
tials arrived, their happineſs was augmented by the 
birth of a ſon, who, from that period, was the delight 
of every eye that ſaw him, and in whom all the riſing 
kopes of his fond parents concentrated. 4 
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14 This ſon, is the perſon whoſe ſurprizing and varie- 
WO gated adventures I intend to diſcloſe—candidly tracing 
TS him through the various mazes and doublings of his 
18 peregrination:— He was called Mercutio. 


; 'There is a period between infancy and manhood, in 
1 | which, let our ſtation in life be what it may, nothing 
| but trifles occur: I ſhould hold myſelf inexcuſable in 
detaining the attention of my readers from the more in- 
| 0 tereſting incident of my narrative, with an infipid rela- 
10 tion of thoſe; and therefore, ſhall date the adventures 
HY of our hero from the commencement of his ſixteenth 
1 ö year. At that period, he became enamoured with a 
1 young lady, by an accident, which laid the foundation 
4 of his future. fortunes and misfortunes, and of courſe, 
this hiſtory , 
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| He had juſt completed his ſtudies, at Oxford, when 
6 ke attained his fixteenth year: He therefore took leave 
| of his teachers and fellow ſtudents, and repaired to 
London. It would be needleſs to deſcribe the joyful 
emotions of his parents, on his arrival Let it ſuffice 
to ſay, that while the fond mother claſp'd him with 
ardour to her boſom, his father*s heart expanded with 
parental pride, to fee his fon—his only ſon, in full poſſeſ- 
fion of every neceffary accompliſhment—nature as well 
as art having largely contributed to render him complete, 


Ils mother, lilen'd with ſupreme delight to the 
periods, which, with uncommon eaſe and propriety 
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de pronounced, white he deſcribed the progreſs he had 


made in his ſtudies, and remark'd on the beauties and 
deformities of the ſeveral authors which had come un- 
der his particular obfſerration—which he did with ſo 
much judgment and candour, that envy herſelf could 
have made no exception——She revolved in her mind 
the many years of uninterrupted happineſs which it was 
probable he might enjoy—the many hours of heart: felt 
ſatisfaction ſhe herſelf, as well as his happy father were 
yet likely to experience, not only in his company and 
converſation, but alſo in the pleaſing contemplation of 
his tranſmitting his name and virtues to millions yet 
unborn : But alas! the happineſs of mankind is fleet- 


ing and tranſitory—like fair weather in an April day \ 


it is but of ſhort duration; and though ſo widely diſſer- 
ent, ſrom diſappointment, pain and ſlavery, in its 
nature and conſequences, is, neverthelefs, ſo immedi- 
ately ſucceeded by them, as to appear, to human con- 
veption, to be of the fame family, | 


This happy family lived within fifteen minutes? walk 
of Hyde-Park, and it being that delightſul ſeaſon of the 
year in which nature ſeems to take a pride in diſplaying 
her innumerable beauties—our hero frequently walk*d 
in the Park for recreation—ſometimes in company with 
his happy parents, and at others alone. As he deliglited 
much in reading, he ſeldom took an excurſion along 
without a book, in the peruſal of which he often ſpent 


an hour or two—reelining beneath the friendly ſhade 
| &f ſome one of at ward res which ed 
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fine Park. One evening, while he was amuſing himſelf 


in this manner, he was rouſed by a ſhriek of diftreſs, 


._ which was uttered by a young lady, who, walking too 
near the ſerpentine river, where the bank was very 
ſeep, accidentally fell in—and the ſtream running ra- 
- pidly, waſh'd her more than a hundred yards in a few 
- feconds. Mercutio, being at a conſiderable diſtance 


from the bank of the river, exerted his utmoſt ſpeed, 
and perceiving the young lady juſt above the water— 


he plunged in caught her in his arms, and with much 


difficulty, bore her to the ſhore, almoll breathleſs, He 


was met at the bank of the river by two ladies, in tears, 


who prov'd to be the mother and fifter of her he had 
reſcued from a watery grave. They gave him what 
afliſtance they could, in conveying her to a convenient 
tuation, then requeſted him to ſtep to the end of Pic- 
cadilly for an eminent phylician, who lived there. He 


* ran immediately, leaving the young lady to the care of 
her mother and ſiſter, and in a few words communicat- 


ed his buſineſs to the ſurgeon : who inſtantly accom- 


' + panied him to the ſpot. The young lady, notwith- 
Landing the endeavours of her mother and ſiſter, was to 


all appearance dead. 'The tender parent was hardly 


kept from fainting, while the ſurviving daughter wept 
immoderately —ſo that the whole exhibited a ſcene of 


real diſtreſs. While the ſurgeon exerted his abilities to 


recover the almoſt drowned lady, it required all the 


philoſophy. as well as rhetoric of Mercutio, to keep the 


, ther two in any tolerable degree of ſpirits however 


pleaſed God to crown the endearours of the ſurgeon 
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with unexpected ſucceſs : Cheerſulneſs diffuſed itſelſ 
inſtantly. over every countenance, when her reſuſcita« 
tion was announced—they ſurrounded her with an 
eagerneſs which plainly. indicated their, late apprehen- 
ſions, and preſent ſatisfaction. Our hero was not the 


laſt in congratulating her on her recovery; but the joy 


of her mother and ſiſter, is eaſier imagined than deſcribed, 
She, with a heavy ſigh, opened her eyes, which, even 
in that impair'd ſtate, were equal in luſtre to the dia- 
mond of the moſt exquiſite poliſh, and looking around 
her, eagerly. ſaid, where is my mama Where is 
Charlotte ?——Here we are, replied the motber 

and ſiſter together. Be compoſed, my dear, ſaid 
the old lady Heaven has interpoſed in our favour, 
and all will be well, Madam, interrupted the ſurgeon; 
my advice is to conrey your daughter home as ſoon 
as poſlible—let her be put in a warm bed, and da 
not diſturb her to night give me your addreſs, and I 
will vifit her early in the morning, and preſctibe ſuck 
things as I ſhall then judge ſalutary. The old lady re- 
turned her thanks ſor his care, and informed him that 
ſhe lived on the ſouth fide of Cavendiſh- Square. The 
patient was then placed between her mother and ſiſter, 
in the doctor's chariot, which had brought him and 
Mercutio, who having promiled, at the inſtance of. tha 
old lady, to accompany the Furgeon the next day, took 


1 eave md depanind, | 


Although the foregoing accident and adventure, does 
not appear to haye been calculated for the foundation 
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ol an amour; yet this was abſolutely 4 caſe : For 
no ſooner did Lucinda, (the young lady) expand: her 
beauteons eyes, than love, like the electrical fire, difſus'd 
itſelf through each avenue of our hero's heart, which 
being tender and ſuſceptible, retained this firſt impreſ- 
fion ſo firmly, that it was never eradicated, until the 
lovely orbs, by which it was cammunicatedy were 
22 in n f 


; Mercutto's mind had never king tel bares f in 
the Tame manner, as it was that evening, and the enſu- 
ing night. He ſlept little broken ſlumbers, and con- 
fus d ideas, tortur'd his imagination, till the return of 
the day. Tbe image of Lucinda appear'd to his ima- 
gination in various forms : At one time, he beheld her 
pale arid lifeleſs on the bank of the river—at another, 
faintly firnggling with the impetuous ſtream and ſome- 
times as a bride, adorned for the nuptial ceremony, in 
9 en , unt native innocence: - 
27 Mae breakſited, be haſtened to * houſe of the 
furgeod, and with him, for the firſt time,' rode to Ca- 
vendyh- -Square, where he was received with all that 
politeneſs peculiar to perſons of exalted rank and refin- 
ed educatlon. Lucinda, after a comfortable night's 

reſt, aroſe; invigorated and cheerful, and having been 
informed by her mama, of the particulars of what ſhe 
had ſuffered the preceding evening, and of her miracu- 
| tous preſervation Ahe was juſt expreſſing her deſire to 

Tee and thank her deliverer, when the ſervant announc'4 
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the arrival of the phyſician and another gentleman. 
Lucinda's matchleſs charms blazed forth in their native 


ſplendor—and, her natural vivacity having reſumed its 
ſeat, her diſcourſe conſiderably encreaſed the ſatisfaction 


of the company. The old lady, acknowledged the 
- preſervation of her daughters life, in the moſt grateful 
«terms, and added, that ſhe knew Lord S——r, her 


huſband, would never forget the obligation. "Though 
our hero was fully recompenſed for the ſervice he had 
rendered the daughter of Lord S——r, with a con- 
ſciouſneſs of having been inſtrumental in ſaving ſuch 


a compoſition of wit and beauty from the mercileſs 


jaws of death; yet his ſatisfaction was conſiderably - 
augmented, by the acknowledgments of Lucinda her- 

ſelf, which ſhe expreſſed in the following manner: 
Words, ſir, are too weak, to deſcribe my grateful ſenſi- 
bility of the vaſt obligation, under which, my mama 
informs me, you have laid me, by your humane exer- 

tions in ſaving me from impending danger; but as the 
only return in my power at preſent, is a grateful re- 
membrance of the favour, I hope that may be accepted 
in part, and I promiſe to make up the deficiency, by 
ever eſteeming you as the generous preſerver of my life. 


Ma lam, fail he, the reward you have promiſed, 


and which I accept with joy, and ſhall ever ſtrive to 
"deſerve, is more than an equivalent to any ſervice I could 


poſſibly ren ler; but you muſt not ſuppoſe yourſelf 
under any obligation to me ; for a gentleman who-could 


have done leſs, on a funilar occaſion," muſt have diveſts 
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ed himſelf of every particle dine, as well as 
violated its common laws. | 

The ſurgeon finding his fair patient in perfect health, 
und being ſatisfiedfor his trouble; departed. Mercutio 


was more than once prevented from taking his leave, 


by the joint ſolicitations'of the ladies, who ardently 
requeſted the favour of his company till evening, to 
which he very willingly complied. 


Dinner being over, the ladies played a duetto on the 


harpſichord, accompanied with their voices: The maſ- 
*terly {kill with which they performed, and the enchant- 
"Ing harmony produced from the lips and fingers of 


"theſe lovely girls, increafed the infant paſſion of Mercu- 
tio to a degree of ardor not often exceeded. He liſtened 


with rapture, and gazed with ſilent aſtoniſhment ! He 


"had never feafted his eyes and ears ſo ſumptuouſly be- 


fore. The evening approaching, he took leave, having 

previouſly, in compliance with reiterated requeſts, 
"Promiſed to rene w his viſit ſhortly, which he did not 
fail punctually to obſerve, as will appear in the ſequel. 


As the accident which gave rife to our hero's ac- 


quaintance with this family, proved to be the ſource of 


+ thoſe ſurprizing adventures of which the enſuing part 


of this hiſtory is compoſed, I preſume it will not be 
© accounted a digreſſion, to preſent the reader with a very 


brief account of the eminent perſonages . 
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The father of Lucinda was the eldeſt ſon of the duke 
of N, whoſe great abilities, as well in the field as 
cabinet, are too well known to need a repetition in this 
place: The ſon poſſeſſed not only the eſtate of his fa- 
ther, but alſo his virtues and bravery. At a ſuitable 
ages, without having run through thoſe ſcenes of vice 
and diſhpation, which are too frequently and fatally the 
principal objects which our young noblemen purſue, he 
fixed his afſections on an amiable young lady, daughter 
of Lord H——n. They live], as might be expect- 
ed, in all that harmony which never fails a virtuous 
union, founded on mutual eſteem. The firft fruit of 
their connubial love was a daughter, which was 
the ſame who had ca; tivated the alleclions of Mercutio. 
She had received an elucation ſuitable to her birth and 
fortune, which ſhe improved by every means poſſible. 
The ſecond child was a ſon, and called Charles, an 
amiable youth, then in Naples: He had been taken 
dangerouſly ill in that city, and his companion and 
tutor having written to his ſather, to inform him of the 
fituation of his ſon, he had embarked, accompani- 

el by a very able phyſician, for Italy. But to 
return ;— © 


Mercutio's attention was totally diverted from its 
uſual channel: *twas entirely abſorbed in the contem- 
plation of the charming qualifications of Lucinda, and 
m revolving the happy conſequences that would infalli- 
bly attend an honorable union with her—and began 


Aeriouſly to reſolve on matrimony, if the conſent of all. 
B | 
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parties could be obtained: Of this, . he had 
many doubts and fears; having frequently heard his 
father reprobate the cuſtom of marrying at too early a 
period, and being ſo young, he imagined would be an 
inſurmountable obſtacle in procuring his conſent, which 
he conceived as n e to his future 15 | 
Pineſs. 


Lucinda's gratitude was, at the firſt interview, by an 
eaſy tranſition, converted to genuine friendſhip : It is 
no wonder, then, if the exa and manly features, ſym- 
metry of ſhape, engaging deportment, and natural viva« 
city of Mercutio, aſſiſted by ſo powerful an ally as 
the moſt uncontaminated eſteem, ſhould have made an 
. indelible impreſſion on ſuch a heart as her's —ſuſceptible 
of the (lighteſt. This was the caſe——but each was 
ignorant of the attachment of the other, and bore hard 
on the feelings of both; for it would have afforded 
great ' conſolation to them, to have known the . 
fituation of each other's heart. | 


Mlercutio reſolved to love—ke religquiſhed all his 

former diverſions : The park, the ball, the opera and 
play, had no charms for him! he devoted himſelf to 
ſolitude while at home — and ſeldom went a but to 
Lord 85. | * 


It was at one of thoſe viſits he had the honour of his 
firſt interview with the father and brother of his belovec 
Led. They had arrived from In y the day before 


* 
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oth in health and vigour. On entering the room, Lu- 
-Einda with a charming grace, taking his hand, preſented 
him to her father, ſaying, This, papa, is the gentleman | 
(wich the aſſiſtance of heaven) to whom I owe this my <p 
ſecond exiſtence, He aroſe inſtantly, and encloſing 
him in his arms, ſaid, Sir, you have bound, by your 
generoſity, me, and every branch of my family, by the 
moſt laſting ties, thole of friendſhip—let this day be the 
epocha of our invariable attachment. My dear Charles, 
| aid he to his ſon, from this day forward, conſider this 
our worthy friend as a brother-—a beloved and truly 
meritorious brother. So ſaying, he joined the hands of 
the two young men, who ſaluted cach other with 
ardor. Mercutio congratulated his newly adopted 
brother, on his recovery and return to England; and 
bes, in return, aſſured him of his unſhaken gratitude 
and affetion. They then entered into unreſtrained 
converſation, in the courſe of which Mercutio's anxiety 
forſook him be diſcourſed with his uſual vivacity and 
good ſenſe, and by his judicious reaſoning and remarks, 

* prov'd himſelf the finiſhed gentleman. Charles was 
enraptured with his diſcourſe, and earneſtly wiſhed to 
-Cultivate an acquaintance with one, whoſe ſentiments 
appeared congenial with his own, and who had already 
engroſſed a large portion of his eſteem, 


— 
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In the afternoon, they took an excurfion in Hyde- 

Park, and coming to the ſpot where Lucinda had ſlip- 
ped into the river, the gratitude of the whole family was N 

ain called into action: They reiterated their former 
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acknowledgments, ſo that Mercutio, overwhelmed with 
a ſenſe of their generoſity, entreated them to deſiſt, add- 
ing, that the favours he had received that day, were 
ſufficient to preponderate all he had done, or ever ſhould 
be able to do, though his whole future life ſhould be 
devoted to their fervice. 'This turned the diſcourſe in 
adother channel—for, as the whole family entertained 
ſentiments of the higheſt eſteem for him, they forebore 
ſpeaking on a ſubje which they found gave him pain, - 
though they conceived themſelves ſo highly obliged, 
that they held themſelves inſolvent, 


Before they parted „Charles begged the favour of 


Mercutio's company to Hampton court, on that day 
week, adding, he had been fo long abroad that he had 


* almoſt forgot the beautiful retreats of his own country. 


Mercutio promiſed to wait on him at the time appoint- 
ed, and taking leave of the whole family, departed, — 
His father, having ſome affairs to tranſact at Briſtol, ſet 


- out the next morning for that place, while his ſon 
- formed the reſolution to diſcloſe his love for Lucinda 


to his mother, before his fathers return: Rightly judg- 
ing, that if ſhe approved, it would not be a very ar- 
duous taſk to procure his approbation alſo. In conſe- 
quence of this reſolution, one evening, being engaged 
in ſerious converſation with her, he introduced the 


Wa. important ſeeret that engroſſed all his thoughts—and 


cauſed him ſo much anxiety, and which he had never 


' communicated to any one before. It happened that 


kis mother was not altogether unacquainted with the 


* 
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family to which ſhe fount'her ſon fo firmly attached, 
and had he been of riper years, would not have wich- 
held her approbation a moment; but knowing her huſ- 
band's tenacity in that point, ſhe ſorebore giving a 
poſitive anſwer, for the preſent ; promifing, however, 
to do every thing in her er to RENE * father * 
his behalt 5 Th 


This, though inſufficient immediately to obliterate | 
every doubt, was a cordial to the mind of Mercutio: 
He, from that evening became cheerful, and before the 
day arriv'd on which he had conſented to ride io 
Hampton, he enjoyed the moſt perſect tranquillity of 
mind, and reſolved to acquaint his friend Charles, 
with the paſſion he had conceived for his eldeſt ſiſter, 
but previouſly to enjoin him to ſecrecy, if he ſhould 
diſapprove of it. Having ſettled theſe things in his 
mind, he met his friend Charles at the appointed time” - 
and place. It was a fine day, and Charles entertained 
him with the many rarities and diverſions of Italy, 
which afforded Mercutio much ſatisfaction. They 
arrived at Hampton about noon, and having = : \ 
ordered dinner to be ready at three, and then went 
to regale themſelves with the beauties of the bene. ; 
dens which n to the FRG 


Afer ranging LA ſpacious oe delightful avenues _ 
for ſome time, the keeper appear'd, to conduct them 
into the Labyrinth, which is a maſter- piece of ingenuĩ- 

ty: It is ſo very intricate, that it is next to an impoſe® - 
Ability for a W with its various turns - 
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ings and windings, being once ſaitly-enteced;: to et- ? 
_ cate himſelf without the affiſtance of a guide. "Thoſe - 
youths having entered, the keeper retired, but remained 
within call, well knowing they would have need of his 
afhſtance. | Having attained the centre, they ſat down 
under a fine ſhady tree to reſt, and to diſcourſe till it 
ſhould be time to go to dinner. After ſome preparatory 


converſation, Mercutio, in a few words, and in a very 


difſdent ſtyle, informed Charles of his violent Paſfſon 


for Lucinda, and requeſted him to give his opinion and 
advice on the ſubjeR, as it was a very important one to 


him. My dear friend, ſaid Charles, it gives me infinite 


pleaſure, that the perſom whom I ſo much eſteem, has 

honoured me with his confidence in a matter ſo weighty 
and intereſting, and muſt freely. confeſs, that it is no 
more than I ſuſpected. I have, ſince my return from 


Italy, obſerx ed a degree of fingularity in my ſiſter's be- 
haviour, which. gave birth to that ſuſpicion : She de- 


votes much of her time to folitude—appears remarka- 
bly penſive except when you honour us wich 
your company, at which time ſhe reſumes her native 
Iprightlineſs ; but no ſooner are you gone, than ſhe re- 
tires to her chamber, and ſeldom appears cheerful till a 
fimilar accaſion preſents itfelf, My ſiſter Charlotte has 
Alſo made the ſame remark, which ſhe communicated to 


me, and imputes it to the real cauſe, namely, Love: 
And to give you my ſentiments freely on the ſubje&, 


I really believe Lucinda to be under the ſame 
EC. perplexities you labour under yourſelf. But tell 
de my dear Mercutio, hape you ever diſcloſed yo, 
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hben to my liter? No, my dear ſriend, your virtuous, 
our accompliſhed ſiſter is yet unacquainted with the 
flame which preys each moment on my heart, and this 
its: that has rendered me unhappy:— Unhappy-! e 
claimed Charles, 1 ſhould hold myſelf guilty of ingrati- 
tude, and conſequently unworthy your friendfhip, if I 
could harbaur the moſt diſtant idea of your being un- 
happy without ſympathizing with you, and contribut- 
ing all in my power to teftore your peace of mind 1 
—My ſiſter, or I am much miſtaken, loves you ardent- 
ly. My advice is, that you reveal your ſentiments to her 
without delay for J am fully ſenſible that there is not 
oh of the family, but would be proud of the alliance: 
—Banikh every apprehenfion—ex;lain yourſelf without 
reſerve, and my life for it, you'll ſucceed. For my part. 
you may depend on all the aſſiſlance in my power 
but my opinion is, you have a friend in the citadel, 
that will do more execution than all the external aux- 

| illaries you can commaud. 


7 


Mercutio was ſo overwhelmed with a fenſs of his 
Friend's uncommon generoſity, that he was for ſome © 
time at a loſs for words to deſcribe his own feelings on 
the occaſion. My ineſtimable friend, ſaid he, where | 
have you imbibed this greatneſs of ſoul? Your good- . 
neſs is ſo unlimited, that there is not a bare poſbbiliry-' : 
of a retaliation—but rely on my unchangeable attach⸗ 
ment my willingneſs to embrace every opportunity of i 
rendering you all the ſervice in my power Come, 

gome, {aid Charles, haſlily interrupting him, no mat 
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ol this —let's away to dinner. Mercutio, looking at 
his watch, found it was four. They ſtarted up inſtantly, 

and walked almoſt an hour at a good round rate, when 
to their amazement, they found themſelves juſt where 
they had been fitting ſo long they attempted it again, 
but without ſucceſs—they were conſtrained to call the 
1 who ps: op __— in a few minutes. SO. 


They el to the inn, ——. . found. Hinge: 
waiting—their, walk having created good appetites, 
they ate heartily ; and aſter taking a cheering glaſs, 
remounted, and ſet out for London. Night overtook ; 
them about three miles from town, and as they were : 
riding {lowly along, buſy in diſcourſe, they were met + 
by a youth, genteely dreſſed, and well mounted, who N 
preſenting a piſtol to Mercutio's breaſt, demanded his 
money. | 
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Their ſervants being armed, rode up and took him, 
which was eaſily accompliſhed, as he made no reſiſt- 
ance ; but exclaimed aloud- Now, my miſeries will 
ſoon have an end! I ſhall die contented, and my 
dear Amelia will ſee that I-prefer even an ignominious 
death, to a wretched life, without her — Theſe words 
ſurprized our young friends - they both wiſhed to 
know the cauſe of this young highwayman's inconſiſtent 
behaviour. The ſervants had bound him, and were 
riding one on each ſide, when Mercutio and Charles 
halted The words and actions of this young man, 
ſaid Mercutio, ſurprize me exceedingly I feel deſirou? 
to know what has * him to take to the high- 
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way in my opinion, he is but a novice in the trade; 

for inſtead of attempting an eſcape, he appeared will- 
ing to be taken, and by the words he expreſſed while 

the ſervants were binding him, I ſuſpe this aclion the 
effect of a deſperate reſolution, formed in conſequence 
of ſome diſappointment in a love affair—I think it 
would be worth our while to examine him on the ſub- 
jet. You have utter'd my ſentiments exactly, replied 
Charles—T think there muſt be ſomething very ſingular 
in his caſe ; for as you obſerved, he does not appear to 
have had much experience. They ſoon overtook their 
company, and ordering their ſervants to ride forward, 

took charge of the priſoner themſelves, 


My friend, ſaid Mercutio, what could induce you, 
among ſuch a variety of occupations which exiſt in this 
kingdom, to make choice of one, which muſt inevitably 
terminate in ignominy and puniſhment ? 2 


That queſtion, ſaid the priſoner, ſtabs me to the ſoul. 
He pauſed—and would have ſaid no more, had not 
Mercutio deſired him to inform them by what means 
he had been reduced to that way: You need not, ſaid 
he, be under apprehenſion of any circumſtance, which 
you may probably diſcover in your narrative, being 
brought againſt you before a magiſtrate—for you may 
depend upon our honour, that whatever you diſcloſe 
dio us, ſhall be buried in eternal oblivion—and for this 
reaſon we ſent our ſervants forward: Therefore, by 
givingus a brief and candid relation ef the misfortunes 
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or temptations, which, . contrary to your 
natural inclination, precipitated, you into this dange · 
rous courſe, may have a palliatire tendency, and your 
allairs, however unpromiſing at as * ain 
tering. in your favour... + + 


11 you mean, Ri the 3 that it will bw 
A nden to divert your intentions of ſurrendering me 
into the hands of juſtice, I ſhould willingly refuſe, be- 
cauſe a perſon who has no buſineſs in this world, ſhould 
lay no longer in it than to procure a convenient paſſage 


this; and as I am one of this deſcription, am willing 
to meet death in any form and at any time. But, gen- 
Uemen,. you appear to be generous, and therefore, 
"whatever pangs the relation of my late misfortunes 
may add to my tortured ſoul, I ſhall endeavour to Sa- 
tify your requeſt. 


My father is a merchant of no ſmall account, in the 

.gity which now lies before us. My mother died when 
I was about eleven years of age, and I being the only 
child, was placed at Rule's academy, at Iſlington, 
where I remained two years; when a brother of my 
mother's, haying-repeatedly urged my father to. ſend 


from thence and placed me at Oxford, where, after 


an aſſectionate leave, previouſly exhorting me to be 
Aligent, and obedient to my tutors—If you are at- 


to another, which however bad, cannot be worſe than 


me to one of the univerſities, without ſucceſs, took me 


. making ample proviſion for my education, &c. tooæ 
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tentiye to your ſtudies, ſaid he, you ſhall find you hav?ẽñ 
at leaſt one friend. My kind uncle was as good as his 
word—for he took the moſt ſcrupulous pains to have 
me well accommodated for the ſpace of five years, 
which was the time Iremainel at the univerſity, When 
I had finiſhed my ſtudies, I returned' to London, and 
after returning my afſectionate thanks to my worthy 
uncle, for his eare of my education, as well as many 
other favours, I waited on my father, who received me 
very kindly. Well, George, ſaid he, I underſtand you 
intend to practice law; but I with you would wave 
that reſolution for the preſent, as I have great need of 
your afſſiſtance - beſides, it may be of ſervice to yon 
hereafter, to have a thorough knowledge of the mercan- 
tile branch. He pauſe1——1 told him to command 


me in any thing he pleaſed, and I would convince him, 


that in my long abſence I had not forgot to pay the 
molt reſſ ectful obedience to his orders. This anſwer 
pleaſed him exceedingly—and from that day to this, 


I have tranfaQted his buſineſs with the greateſt care and 


punQuality.- But how ſhall I relate the reſt ?=Some 


time ago, I conceived a tenderneſs for an amiable young 


creature, the only daughter of a very wealthy jeweller, 
in Cheapfide : This tenderneſs encreaſed rapidly, and 
was ſoon ſucceeded by the moſt ardent paſſion. I de- 
clared my ſufferings to the dear object of my wiſhes— 
who condeſcended to approve, and accepted my vows. 
Our love became recixrocal. But—fince that fatal 
moment, anxiety has been my inſeparable companion. 


Qur fathers happened to have ſentiments congemal— 
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| yet it was impoſſible ever to obtain their 8 conſens 


to our union —as they had both formed a. determination 
never to agree to the marriage of their children with 
any perſon, but ſuch as had a great fortnne, and im- 
bib'd principles ſimilar to their own—and were re- 
ſolved never to part with a ſhilling, until death ſhould 
deprive them of the power of accumulating wealth. 


Under ſuch circumſtances, conceive, if you can, 
the torment we endured. Buoyed up with- flattering 
hopes, however, and having frequent opportunities of 


enjoying each other's company, our ſituation was yet 
' _ tolerable; but alas! 


this was but of ſhort duration. 
My father, yeſterday evening, came into the com} ting- 
houſe, and appeared remarkably pleaſant :—Aſter ſome 
preliminary diſcourſe George, ſaid he, I am ſurprized 
that a young fellow of your lively turn don't endeavor 


to puſh yourſelf into the world I mean, continued 


he, by marriage. 'There is nothing gives a young man 
ſo great an opportunity of making a- fortune as an ad- 


vantageous match. Why, before I was of your age, 


there was not a great fortune, maid or widow, in town, 
or within twenty miles round it, but I paid my addreſſes 


to—and you ſee what an eſtate I have raiſed from your 


mother's dewry. You underſtand the law, and if you 


was married to a woman of fortune, you might, with 


the help & her gold, ſoon climb the ladder of prefer- 
ment might ſoon be lord chief juſtice, my boy. 
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I was aftoniſhed at his diſcourſe, as I had frequently, 
fince I left college, heard him reprobate a married life 
as being attended with great expence, care and anxiety, 
and declaring, that if he was a young man, he never 
would be duped into it again. However, I told him 
J had often thought of matrimony, and ſhould have no 
objection to it, with an agreeable young woman, As 
to her being agreeable, ſaid he, I ſuppoſe you mean 
handſome, or young theſe are but ſecondary confide- 
rations: 'The woman whom I would recommend 
ſhould be rich if handſome it would be no objection 3 
but for age, it ſignifies not a button. Now I have taken 
the pains to ſelect a woman for you, to whom in my 
opition, you cannot have the leaſt objeftion—ſhe's 
none of ycar fooliſh, extravagant jillflirts, who would 
ruin you in paint, patches and lace: No, no, my boy, 
ſhe's a ſober, ftaid body, induſtrious and frugal—true, 
ſhe's about forty or forty-five ; but then ſhe has twenty- 
five thouſand pounds in glittering gold, my boy: and 
the greateft advantage of all is, ſhe'll not have many 
children. Now, George, what do you think of my 
propoſal ?—What do you think you are indebted to me 
for anticipating your very hopes—and providing ſuch a 
wife for you? 


I was ſo confounded with this laſt ſpeech, that for 
ſome time I was unable to anſwer him; but recovering 
myſelf a little from the vexation I felt, I obſerved, that 
T was deeply ſenſible of his goodneſs, in procuring ſuch 
a perſon as be had deſcribed ; but thought it proba- 
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ble the lady's aſſections might be pre- engaged, as I had 
never been honoured with an interview Not at all, 

not at all, interrupted my father, haſtily : People of 
Tenſe never ſuffer their afſeQions to be engaged contrary: 

to their intereſt: —She knows I have no child but you, 
and conſequently, that you will be very rich at my de- 
ceaſe: You need not be under any apprehenſion on 
that ſcore Ell introduce you to-morrow, and my 
word for it, you'll meet with no repulſe. I re- 
- plied, my dear father, I am ſorry it is out of my, 
power to accept de honour you intended me—as I am 
engaged to a perſon of ſuch beauty and good ſenſe, that 
you. yourſelf myſt applaud my choice, and——A, 
danin'd proſtitute, interrupted he, in great rage —ſome 
offspring of extravagance and folly, I dare ſay; but 
I dont care who or what ſhe is—if you don't acquieſce 
wich my proproſal, prepare to turn out, for here you'll 


* 


ſtay no longer, nor ever finger one penny of my eſtate, 


I promiſe you: — I would ſooner bequeath it to my 
grave digger. Let me have a final anſwer to-morrow, 


morning ;—but, d'ye hear, I will be l one way 
or other. . 


With theſe words he left me to the moſt mortifying 
reflections. I remained petrified with aſtoniſhment for 
ſome time; but at length reſolved to pay my dear 
Amelia a viſit to inform her of my deplorable fituation, 
and urge her to accompany me to my uncle's, where I 
knew we ſhould. be received with affection, and there 
tie the indiſſoluble knot, which would forever fruſtate 
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the caprice of an unfeeling parent. With cheſe 
perplexing ideas, I reached her father's, who, to my 
inexpreſſible anguiſh, would not permit me to ſee her. 
You muſt diſcontinue your vifits here, ſaid he—my 
daughter is to be married in a few days to Mr. Ephraims 
of the old Jewry, a wealthy broker. I was juſt going 
to ſolicit a moment's interview—but he cut me ſhort— 
George, it's needleſs for you to put yourſelf to any 
further trouble about her, as it will be impoſſible for 
yu to ſee her until ſhe is married to Mr. Ephraims, - 
who is now with her in the dining-room : Come, will 
vou take a walk to the coſſee - houſe? I made him no 
-anſwer, but taking my hat and cane, left 'the room, 
pronouncing the words DAMNED &VARICE ! I returned 
Home in dreadful perturbation of mind, threw myſelf 
dn the bed in all the pangs of deſpair. IT flept none 
but waited the return of day, wich. an anxiety not wn 
e E 
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1 went this morning to the compting- houſe, as uſual, 
though undetermined what anſwer to give my father. 
He did not ſuffer me to deliberate long; for coming ite 
Fuddenly, he demanded my anſwer, with a countenance. 
which indicated his diſpleaſure, and the ſtorm impend- 
ing, which ſoon burſt upon my devoted head: Don't 
"heſitate a moment, young man, ſaid he, I'm not to be 
trifled with. In the tumult which then pervaded my 
ſoul, I told him, I had given all the anſwer Thad to 
give: Then, you infamous ſcoundrel, ſaid he, begone - 
out of my houſe inſtantly you unworthy raſcal ! if 


. 
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ever I catch you within my doors again, 11 ſhoot you. 
I roſe inſtantly,” and he thruſt me out the door, in a 
Water of rage e on madneſs. 


In 6 height of my delpalr, I took the Fatal refolutics 
which you have juſt witneſſed. I hired this horſe at a 
| Aivery ſtable where I was known, i in order to be diſco- 
vered, and ſet out in the duſk of evening The reſt 
pypou know; but when I attacked you, my wiſh was, 
chat you would have lodged a friendly bullet in my 
' 


head, and rid the world of the unhappieſt of mortals. 
Flere he ſtopped, when Mercutio, with ſome earneſtneſs, 
demanded his name: My name, replied he, is George 
Wright. Gracious heavens ! exclaimed Mercutio, is it 
i 1 - Foſhble- that you are my friend and fellow-ſtudent, with 
© -  .whom I have ſpent ſo many delightful hours at Ox- 
: Ford 2. Have you forgot Mercutio ?—Mercutio ! re- 
durzned he, greatly agitated, is this you? No, it is im- 
j 
& 


poſſible for me to forget him but long abſence, and 
- the extreme confuſion of mind, had almoſt obliterated 
from my memory every trace of thoſe well known 
features——Qh Mercutio ! did you ever expect to ſee 
what you have this evening? Tears forbid further 
utterance. He was immediately unbound, while Mer- 
cutio and Charles endeavoured both by moral and phi- 
loſophical arguments to diſſuade him from his deſperate 
purpoſe in which they happily ſucceeded. Mercutio 
oſſered him his purſe, which he refuſed - ſaying, I have 
money, enough : If that would purchaſe happineſs, I 
reed not be long without it. Being now pretty late, 


{ when they reached HyCce-Park wall, and having exact- 
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ed a promiſe from George, that he would not attempt 
to ſhorten his days, either directly or indirecliy, they 
parted, each taking a diſlerent route. 


The next day, Mercutio raid a viſit to Lucinda, 
and Charles having introduced him, retired. She re- 
ceived his viſit with manifeſt marks of ſatisfaQion on 
her countenance, which inſpired her lover to avow his 
paſſion with confidence, which he did in the moſt une- 
quivocal, yet reſpectful terms, and received an anſwer, 
which totally eradicated every ſentiment of anxiety 
from his breaſt, the mc p erſect tranquillity pervaded 
his ſoul. His father having returned from Briſtol, 
he communicated his caſe to him in a letter, couched in 
the moſt ſubmiſſive and reſpectful terms relating, with- 
out reſerve, every circumſtance which had occurred 
in the firſt of his ſeeing the beautiful object of his love, 
until that day, and finally requeſting permiſſion to con- 
tinue his addreſſes to the young lady. This letter he 
committed to the care of his mother, who was to ne- 
gociate the matter for him, Having diſgatched this 
part of the buſineſs, it was neceſſary to communicate 
his withes to the parents of Lucinda. This he reſolved 
to do in perſon : Accordingly, he ſummoned up all 
his fortitude, and waited on them for that purpoſe. He 
was received with the ſame degree of kindneſs which 
he had experienced ever fince his acquaintance in that 
family. When the common topics of the day were diſs 
cuſſed, the ladies withdrew, leaving him, Charles aud the 
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father together. After a ſhort preface, Mercutio in- 
formed lord 8 the motive of his viſit, and earneſtly 
ſolicited his permiſſion to addreſs his eldeſt daughter on 
the ſubject of marriage. His reply was ſuch as might 
have been expected: — I ſhould hold myſelf ungrateful 
in the higheſt degree, ſaid he, and conſequently highly 


culpable, if not unpardonable, were I to deny your 


requeſt ; but ſo far from that, I grant it with pleaſure, 
as to a perſon, of all others, the moſt deſerving : and, I 


| miſtake, or Lucinda herſelf is of the ſame opinion. 


Mercutio made a ſuitable acknowledgment of the ho- 
nour gone him, adding, that the pleaſure he experienc- 
ed on the preſent occaſion, could only be exceeded by 
that which he muſt derive from the abſolute conſumma- 
tion of the deſired union, 


Not to trouble the reader with a repetition of all the 
tender epithets, and languiſhing ſpeeches, inſeparable 
from negociations of this kind—let it ſuffice to ſay, 
that matters were in a ſhort time ſoforward,that the mar- 
riage articles were drawn—a day appointed for the 
celebration of the nuptials, and the two families united 
in the ſtrĩcteſt amity. So far, then, had Mercutio been 


ſucceſsful ; nay, ſo flattering was the proſpeQ, that he 


would not have relinquiſhed his claim, to have been 
made emperor of the world. But, alas! the period 
was approaching, with haſty ſtrides, in which the moſt 
gloomy fadneſs was to uſurp dominion over the empire 
\ ef his foul—when all thoſe gilded ſcenes which then 


preſegted themſelves to the eye of his imagination, werg 
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te s diſſolre, and like the baſeleſs fabric of a viſion, 
Jeave not a wreck behind,” 


A few days previous to that appointed for the wed- 
ing, Lucinda was attacked with an extreme pain in her 
left breaſt and ſide. A phyſician being called, ſhe was 
let blood, and was, apparently, in a fair way of re- 
covery 3 but the enſuing night, ſhe was ſeized with an 
intermittent ſever; and, in nine days, in ſpite of the 
moſt ſkilful and ſtrenuous endeavours of ſeveral of the 
faculty, eminent in their profeſſion, the beauteous Lu- 
cinda reſigned her immortal parts into the hands of 
H im who gave it, reclining in the arms of her diſconſo- 
late lover, who had ſcarcely eat, drank or (lept, or 
even left the houſe, during her illneſs. 


This was a ſevere ſtroke to the afflicted Mercutio ! 
Yet well calculated to teach him refignation to the will 
of the Almighty. She was interred in the family vault 
in St. James's church, on the very day her hand was 
to have been joined to Mercutio's, who followed her 
remains, array*d in folemn black, which but faintly 

expreſſed the gloomy ſituation of his mind. 


Having aſſiſted at thoſe rites, which forever ſeparated 
him from that treaſure, which but a few days before, 
not all the riches of the eaſt would have purchaſed, he 
betook himſelf to the moſt profound ſolitude - kept no 
company—never went abroad, except to ſpend a lone- 

{ome hour in St. James church. One mornjng early, 


* 


$2 FORTUNE'S FOOT-BALT. | 


when he repaired to that awful receptacle, and having 
walked backward and forward for ſome time, with his 
arms folded together, ſuppoſing himſelf alone, broke 
out into the following paſſionate exclamations : Oh! 
my tortured boſom !—Where ſhall my ſoul find peace? 
Alas, there is none for me on this ſide eternity—no, 
no, the marble jaws of death hath ſearated, finally 
ſeparated me from all the world contained to render me 


3 happy! I ſhall never more behold thoſe raviſhing fea» 


tures which once tranſported my devoted ſoul- where 
blooming innocence and inimitable beauty contended 
for pre eminence ſhall never liſten to thoſe joy-inſpir- 
ing accents, which has ſo frequently fill'd my foul with 
pleaſure unſ;eakable ! But though the cruel tyrant hes 
ſeparated our bodies, our ſouls can never be divided 
that tie is too ſtrong it cannot—ſhall not be broken. 
Here, Charles, who had arrived at the mournful ſpot 
before Mercutio, and had heard the foregoing, diſco- 
yered himfelf. Though the time, place and other cir- 
cumſtances, had a palpable tendency to render ſolitude 
more ſolitary ; yet it was a matter of conſolation to 
thoſe young friends to meet, even on ſo mournful an 
occaſion: For though it was impoflible for one to re- 
move the melancholy from the other, yet by interming- 
ling their griefs, they were enabled to ſupport the enor- 
mous load more pa:iently, than they could have done 
ſeparately. After diſcourſing ſome time on the ſhortneſs 
and politive certainty of the extinction, ſooner or later, 
of human life, as well as the innumerable avenues lead- 


ing to the gloomy manſions of death, that are conſlanily 


FORTUNE FOOT-BALT. 3 


crouded with perſons of all ranks, ages, ſex, and de- 
nominations, travelling to the never-ending regions of 
eternity—they found themſelves inperceptibly betrayed 
into a train of cheerful ideas, (the natural conſequence 
of moral and religious diſcourſes) and their melancholy 
retreated inſenſibly. In this frame of mind, Mercutio 
requeſted Charles to ſpend the day with him. Taking 
leave of that awful receſs, they dropt a tributary tear 
and departed. 'They ſpent the day in a manner corre- 
ſponding with that in which they had began it, taking 
to their aſſiſtance Hervey and SHERLOCK, whoſe 
inimitable works made no {mall addition to that cheer- 
ful reſignation with which their morning diſcourſe had 
8 them, | 


Thus did thoſe young men, adopt the moſt proper 
meaſure imaginable, to fruſtrate the ſecret wiles of the 
great adverſary of mankind, who is ever ready, on ſuch 
occaſions, to ſuggeſt doubts of the providence of God, 
whereby the affiited, or rather tempted ' perſons, are. 
ſometimes prompted to precipitate themſelves into ir- 
retrievable ruin, by ruſhing, uncall'd- for, into the aw- 
ful and immediate preſence of God, « with all theic | 
un n on their heads,” 


Mercutio, Ending no reliſh for the reigning p dener 
of the town, and being conſtantly importuned to ac- 
company the youthful and gay in diverſions, which to 
him were diſguſting, reſolved to travel, if it ſhculd 

meet the approbation of his parents. He accordingly 
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propoſed it to them they freely allented, in hopes 
| that a diverſity of climate, and the innumerable objects, 


boch natural and artifieial, to be met with in making 


che tour of Europe, might have a happy effec in re- 


viving thoſe animated marks of a cheerful heart and 


-vigorous body, which had ever been the leading features 
In his countenance, until impaired by grief and diſap- 


* 
* 
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* 
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Preparations were as for his ume ep: 
He viſited the parents of the much lamented Lucinda. 


But, it would require ſome of the fineſt ſtrokes and 


the immortal Raphael, to paint the emotions of the 
whole family, when the moment of ſeparation arrived. 
Not an eye preſent but ſhed the tear of real afſeQion ! 
Not a heart but palpitated, in perfeQ uniſon, with the 
Foul-dividing pangs of ſeparation. Lord S—— and 
his amiable conſort, claſp'd their departing friend to 
their noble breaſts, in all the extacy of parental love. 
Adieu! my dear fon they exclaimed together. Adieu 


my beloved friend and brother, repeated Charles and 


Charlotte It was too much for human nature to 
bear The organs of ſpeech were mutually arreſted 
tears ſupplied the place of words. He ſilently and 
Apeedily withdrew, while bis agitated limbs were yet 


dvapable of ſupporting him out. 


Aſter taking an aſſectionate leave of his parents, he 
ſet out poſt for Dover, and embarked on board a packet 
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at that place, attended by two truſty domeſlics, who. 
had been many years in the family, and arrived at 
Calais the ſame evening. It is more than probable, 


that if Mercutio, or his friends, had barely conceived 


the danger, difficulties, hardſhips and flavery, he had: 
to encounter, before they were to meet again, they 
would have guarded againſt ſo fatal an event with all 
their powers; but it is more wiſely. order*d : man is 
not permitted to penetrate the unfathomable depths 
of futurity: he is allowꝰd a faint glimpſe of the preſent: 


and, while he retains his. faculties, he may, by retro 
ſpection, take an imperſect, ideal view, of ſuch of the 


paſt as has been ſtrongly marked, and conſequently 


made a more laſting impreſſion than generally attend 
the common occurrences of life; but the incidents and 


objects of futurity are concealed behind an impenetra- 
ble cloud, until the unceaſing, undeviating order of 
nature, ſhall unfold them, individually, in the order 
in which they may then lie. 


* 


only: Of courſe, he took lodgings at a private houſe, 


in a pleaſant ſituation, where he could enjoy the cool 
air, undiſturb' by the rattling of chariots, and the 


vain pomp of Pariſian grandeur, He attended all pub- 
lie places of recreation, but carefully avoided culti- 
vating an intimacy with any perſon. He wrote to- 


his father and other friends, by every poſt: 'This, and 


He made no ſtay in Calais, but proceeded to Paris. 
As he had not much reliſh for coverſation, he intended, 
while he reſided in Paris, to act the part of a ſpectator. 
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the peruſal of the ſeveral epiſtles from them, (not one 
of whom negleQed to anſwer punctually every one of 
his) employed moſt of his leiſure time, and afforded 
him much of that kind of pleaſure, in which he then 
moſt 3 | 


Being nt at an auction of pictures, one day, 
where ſeveral perſons of diſtinction were aſſembled, his 
eyes involuntarily caught a face which ſeem'd familiar 
to him: He fixed his attention on the object, and after 
cenfidermg him for ſome minutes, found it to be his 
old acquaintance and fellow- ſtudent, George Wright. 
Mercutio was a. good deal ſurprized at ſeeing him in 
that place, and fo richly dreſſed (it being an elegant 
ſuit, faſhioned in the Pariſian taſte, and richly embroi- 
dered) in ſo ſhort a time after the ſingular affair before 
recited. He found means to diſcover himſelf to his 
friend, who, when he recognized him, gave a ſignal 
to follow, and immediately left the room. When 
they had got into the ſtreet, George, in a very aſſectio- 
nate manner, took Mercutio by the hand, ſaying, I have 
joyſul news to communicate to you, my dear friend 


but we will ſtep into a hotel, where we can diſcourſe 
in private, and with freedom. There being one within 


a few ſteps, they entered, when George called for a 
private room and a bottle of Burgundy. - I make no 


doubt, ſaid George, but you are aftoniſhed at the alte- 


ration you perceive in me but baniſh your ſurprize: 
The dear girl, of whom I told you the laſt time I had 


the ha>pineſs of ſeeing you in England, and whom 1 
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friend, my good fortune has exceeded thy moſt ſanguine 


tunity to enquire for you, if he does not ſlart it himſelf. 
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ronſidered as irrecoverably loſt to me, is now in Paris, 
and mine by every law, human and divine, and death 
alone can ſeparate us. Why, you have been very for- 
runate indeed, replied Mereutio. Fortunate ! Yes, my 


expectations; and, be aſſured, my heart vibrates with 
ꝑratitude to heaven, and you, the happy inftrument of 
my ſalvation from eternal infamy and defpair ! Mercu- 
tio expreſſing a wiſh to be informed of the particulars 
of this apparently unaccountable revolution, George. 
proceeded to gratify it. After I parted with you and 
your friend at Hyde-Park wall, I went to a friend in 
whom TI could confide, and related my ſtory in a few 
words, concealing only the reſolution I had taken in 
eonfequence of my father's barbarity, and requeſted his 
a lvice and aſſiſtance. Why, ſaid he, it's a critical affair 
I m at a loſs how to adviſe After a ſhort pauſe 
George, ſaid he, III tell you what—I will go in the 
morning to your father, and, without taking any no- 
tice of having ſeen you, as I am ſomething in his debt, 
ſettle arid pay him off: Then, as he will be obliged to 
examine the account himſelf, I ſhall have a fair oppor- | 


This will naturally (as you know our intimacy) bring 
out the whole tranſaction, in which I fhall be able to 
diſcover how the old man ſtands aſſected towards you: 
If I find him relenting, I will immediately preſs him to 
A reconciliation—if not, I ſhall be ſilent on the ſubject: 
This is all in my power to do, in the preſent ſtate of 
aſſairs. In the morning he ſet ovt—and it is hard to 
D | 


43  worTrvNr's ro «Lg 


determine whether hope or fear was oof” predominant 7 
in my ſoul during his abfence ; but one thing is certain, 4 
that I never ſuffered ſo much uneaſineſs in ſo ſhort a 
time before. At length he returned—and, to my extreme 
amazement, announced the inſtantaneous death of my 
father! And though it might be ſuppoſed, after expe- 

riencing ſuch cruet treatment, I ſhould receive the news 

of his deceaſe with a degree of ſatisfaction, rather than 
regret But I do aſſure you, this was not the caſe 

I ſtood aſtoniſhed for ſome time, and know not how 
long I ſhould have remained ſo, had not my friend 
rouzed me from my reverie, by telling me, my preſence | 
was abſolutely neceſſary at home, as my father was a 
widower, and having no child but me, the aſſairs of the 
family would otherwiſe ſoon fall. into a diſtracted ſtate. 

Beſides, what would the world ſay, if you ſhould ſo far | 

neglect your duty, as not to provide for and ſuperintend a 

Four father's funeral? — Although I was fully ſenſible ; 

| ofthe juſtice and propriety of theſe hints yet I was ſo 

q wrapt in the contemplation of the ſudden ſtroke which 

had reduced my father to a ſlate of inanimation, that I 
had forgot every thing elſe. | However, not to detain. 1 
you, I repaired home, where I no ſooner perceived him 
from whom I derived my exiſtence, lying pale and I 
\ breathleſs, than, impelled by filial love and duty, I fell [ 
on the venerable corpſe, - and bathed it with tears 
lamenting, in the moſt ſincere and pathetic terms, his 
premature death; which was occaſioned” by a fit of r 
apoplexy. To be brief in one month after the funeral 1 
bbſequies were performed, in conſequence of a. letter 
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From my uncle in Venice, requeſting me to go thither, 
I applied myſelf to the ſettling my affairs, which to me 
who had managed my father's buſineſs ſo long, was 
an eaſy matter. | 


Upon the whole, after ſettling and paying every legal 
demand, I found myſelf worth at leaſt forty thouſand 
pounds. Among a number of bonds, which I diſcover- 
ed in a little box in my father's ſcrutoire, one for five 
and twenty hundred pounds, on the father of my dear 
Amelia preſented itſeif. I wrote to him without de- 
lay, informing him of my intended voyage to Venice, 
and requeſting immediate payment. The next day, I 
received an anſwer to my billet, full of conſolatory lan- 
guage, expreſſing much ſorrow for the loſs I had ſuſ- 
tained in ſo good a father—requeſting the favour of a 
viſit, and added, that he could not reimburſe the whole 
ſum for a few weeks, owing to ſome heavy loſſes hg 
kad met with in the public funds, &c. 


— 


As T wiſhed for nothing on earth ſo much as one 
more interview with his daughter, if yet unmarried, 
fhould it even be the laſt—a gleam of hope darted thro? 
my ſoul, and ſuggeſted the idea, that if ſhe was yet 
Engle, I might one day be ſo happy as to call her mine. 


IT waited on the old man in a few days. He received 
me with much apparent kindneſs, and to my inexpreſſi- 
ble joy, introduced me to his daughter, as beautiſul, and 
as much at liberty as when I laſt parted with her 


„ 
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though her father -had employed the, moſt rigorous 


means to force her to wed the avaricious, ſuperannuated 
Uraelite—yet it was all. to ng purpoſe—the. lovely 
girl remained inflexible ; ſhe choſe rather to. enckus 
confinement, nay, even death _ itſelf, than ſubmit to be 
Joined to a etch oſ that defeription. ' In the courſe 
S oux conyerſation, I gave him to underſland, that L 
would haye immediate. occaſion for the money, as L 
intended to embark for Venice in a few. days, having 


+  fettledallmy, aflairs, and. thay a failure. would be de- 


trimental, and perhaps prodyAize of diſagreeable con- 
ſequences. He told me, he would endeavour to ſur. 
niſh it within three weeks, and concluded with arequeſts 
that I would not paſs his door as a. firapger, in the 
mean. time; for as he ever had a, great venerat ion for 
my.deceaſed father, he ſhould think! it an ng 
be ranked among the friends of his ſon, 


It was eaſy to perceive. the old fellow's dig. He 
was well acquainted with my father's circumſtances, 
antbalfo, that I was ſole-heir ; therefore, he conceived 
ifhe could ingratiate himſelſ with me, I would not only 
marry his daughter without a portion, but alſo releaſe 
lim from the payment of the bond, in which he was 
not altogether: miſtaken; for finding her attachment ag 
ſirong as ever, I was determined to renew my viſit 

ſhortly, and demand her of her ſather in marriage, and 
if granted, I was reſolved to have celebrated as ſoon as 
pothble, without regard to the motives or conditions of 
his conſent. In ſhort, at the very next vilit I declared 
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aopſelf to him. He conſented withaut heſitation, and 
in ten days more, heaven conferred on me the greateſt 
bleſſing my every wiſh. We were married, and the 
{ame day I reſigned the bond into his own hands, with- 
out any conſideration, which pleaſed him exgeedinglys 
George, ſaid he, you have been a dutiful fon to yourde- 
ceaſed father, and for that reaſon J have given you my 
only child, and though I have given her nothing on the 
day of her marriage, all I have will fall to you both 
When I die, and perhaps I ſhall make as great an addi- 
tion to my preſent ſtock, as you could poſſibly, * | 
Had it in your own hands. 


I immediately made the neceſſary preparations for 
my intended voyage. Having never been in France, I 
reſolved, in order to ſhow my dear Amelia the manners 
of the Pariſians, as well as gratify my own curioſity, 
to take it in my tour: We have been here a month, 
and expect to fail for Italy in a few days This is all I 
have to communicate at preſent. Now, I with you to 
accompany me to my lodgings, where, as long as 
we remain in Paris, you ſhall be a welcome gueſt. 
Mercutio conſented, and on the way informed George 
of his own ſad diſaſter, and of the refolution he had 
taken in conſequence. George ſympathized with him 
in his misfortunes ; but at the ſame time, begged him to 
be conſoled: for, it argues a debility of mind, to faint 
under the diſpenſations of providence ;—true fortitude, 
you have taught me, conſiſts in à virtuous and cheer- 
ful reſignation : It is * animating and well - timed 

2 | 
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| InſtruQions, I owe all my preſent and future happineſs ; 


but for them, I might ere now, have ſuffered an igno- 


minious death. I beg you will not take amiſs what 1 


fo freely ſay, as it proceeds from a fincere deſire to ſee 
you happy; for you may reſt aſſured, there is not a 
man upon earth, who ſhares with you an equal propor- 
tion of my eſteem. No, replied Mercutio, ſo far from 
it, that I deem it as a particular mark of friendſhip. 
Mrs. Wright gave her new viſitor a cordial reception. 


She was very handſome, and poſſeſſed a ſufficient ſhare 


of good Tenſe, ſo that he was very happy in having 
met with ſuch agreeable company, and hearing much 
of the beauty and pleaſant ſituation of Venice, which is 


_ firuated on ſeventy- two ſmall iſlands,” in the Adriatic 
gulph, reſolved to accompany his friend hither, 


* , Haring diſpatched a letter home to advertiſe his 


Friends of his intention, he embarked on board an 


. Italian ſhip, bound to Rome, whither they had a ſhort 


and pleaſant paſſage. After ſtay ing three,days in that 
once famꝰd capital, to refreſh, they ſet out by land for 
Ancona, from whence they ſailed: in a {mall veſſel 
for Venice, On their arrival, they found George's 
uncle in good health, who received Mercutio with 


the greateſt politeneſs imaginable. - He was at firſt, 
' prexjoyed to ſee his nephew; but his tranſport was 


much abated, when he was informed of the ſuddey 


dleath of his brotitr, 


- 
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Mercutio, at the earneſt requeſt of the whole family, 
took up his abode with them during his ſtay at Venice. 

He vilited all the iflands in the republic, and every 
place of public reſort in each, ſo that at length he re- 
ſumed his former vivacity, and began to entertain a 
reliſh for ſociety. The tranquillity of his mind appear- 
ed viſible on his countenance, and he frequently ming- 
led with the young Venetians of quality, in the di- 
rerſions peculiar to that country. 


The Doge having given an invitation to all the youth 
of diſtinction in the city (to partake of a ſplendid en- 
tertainment io be given in honour of the Doge of Na- 
ples, who had arrived, with a great retinue, on a viſit) 
with liberty to introduce all their foreign friends and 
acquaintances of the ſame deſcription. Mercutio was 
preſſed by a young Venetian of the firſt rank to accom- 
pany him. He complied, and had the honour of danc- 
ing with the Doge's daughter, beautiful as Venus, but 
not a Diana, He was ſtruck with the brilliancy of her 
charms, but was ignorant of her quality—yet ſuppoſed 
her the daughter of ſome great perſonage. The higheſt 
encomiums were beſtowed on him and his incompara- 
ble partner by the two Doges, who were preſent during 
the whole entertainment. Twas late when the com- 
pany retired, and Mercutio having juſt thrned the cor- 
ner of the ſtreet Where he lodged, was overtaken by a 
young female, who delivered him a billet, the ſubſtance 
of which was couched in the following terms ; 
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STRANGER, | 
HAVING been fo happy as to be honored wich 
your hand this evening, I have, for a peculiar reaſon, a 
ſtrong defire-to/have a ſhort interview. in private, as 1 
Have a matter of great importance to communicate to 
vou. If this meets your approbation, you will attend 
veſpers to-morrow evening, at the chapel of St. 


attend, to conduct you to a proper place for that pur- 
poſe if not, deſtroy this, and quit Venice ſpeedily— 


n may knd no reaſon to repent a compliance. 


Mercutio having got home, examined the billet, and 
peruſed it attentively ſeyeral times over, juſtly conclud- 


honored him with this fingular epiſile. The next morn- 
ing heſhowed the billet to George, and requeſted his 
advice, adding, he would fain meet the author, if he 
zhought he might do it with ſafety. Why, replied he, 
I dow't imagine you have any cauſe to apprehend dan - 
ger in meeting her ; but a refuſal, it appears to me, if 
you remain here, may be attended with diſagreeable 
conſequences. If I was in your place, I would meet 
her at all events. In conſequence of this advice, he 
attended at the time and place appointed, where he had 
not been long, before he obſeryed a female, whom he 
ghought the ſame that delivered him the paper. She 
ſeemed very buſy in examining the features of the 
whole congregation ; at length, fixing her eyes on him 
for ſome time, and having ſatisfied herſelf as to the 


Aloyſius, where the perſon who delivers this will 
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ed it muſt be the lady with whom he danced, that had 
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entity of his perſon, her ſolicitude vaniſhed, ,an1 
the contented herſelf with a ſlight glance now and then, 
It was growing duſk when veſpers ended, yet he ſilk 
tion was diſperſed ſhe then beckoned bim ia fallom 
ber. He complied—and. without ſpeaking a words 
Hllowed her through many turnings and windipgs,. and 
Juſt as the day cloſed, they arrived at a {mall wickets 
which opened into a ſpagious garden, His conducreſs 
bing adroitted.bimy locked the gate, and conducted 
bim to an elegant ſummer-houſe, where, in a_ Whiſpex 
ſhe. told him he muſt wait a few. moments, While 
The went to inform her miſtreſs of his 8 de 
awe inflantly. 


& 


- While be W ode. ingulaxity 5 ig 
dreht ſituation, bis attention was ſuddenly diverted 
by the ruſtling of filk, agvancing towards the, place 
where he ſat, He roſe, and advanced to ſalute her 
ſhe unveiled at his approach, and returned his ſalute 
with ardor. She prevented him from ſpeaking by ſays 
 Ing\:—Your condeſceation, fir, has exceeded my; ex- 

pectatious, which induces me to draw the moſt flattering: 
preſage of our future correſpondence. My preſent; 
conduct may, perhaps, appear to have an air of leuity 
but I hope I ſhall be able to juflify it to you, at lęaſt 
ſor though cuſtom has rendered it criminal for a ſemale 
to make advances towards the other ſex ; yet nature and 

reaſon mutually conſpire, to render a diſpenſation with 

this tyrangical. cuſtom abſolutely necefary, in ſome 
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rarticular circumſtances. How MORAL hard muſt 
tat woman's ſituation be, who, poſſeſſing the moſt un- 
adulterated paſſion, and being entirely cut off from all 
manner of communication with the object of her love, 
muſt, in obedience to an arbitrary cuſtom, linger out 

her days in the moſt excruciating torture —not daring 
to employ the means neceſſary to reſtore her peace of 
mind. Here ſhe pauſed - but without giving him time 
to reply, proceeded: This is the caſe with me—there- 
fore, your generoſity will, I truſt, plead in my behalf, 
and ſtimulate you to pardon me, for-deviating from the 
common path, as you are the cauſe, Ik perbaps 
ever intended or deſired it. 
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|  — Youſurprize me, 5 madam, replied Mer- 
cutio; Jam not conſcious of having, by any means 
No, no, ſaid ſhe, interrupting him. I am convinced 
you never intended to inſpire me- with ſuch tender ſen- 
timents, as thoſe I imbibed on the firſt fight of you © 
laſt niglit, and which now and ever ſince that fatal mo- of 
ment pervade my {oul—I ſhould be happy in a convic- d: 
tion of your having come to the entertainment, with tt 
ſuch an intention: for then I ſhould have reaſon to ar 

be 

me 


My > mw, A. 


hope for a ſuitable return, But, if ſome happier maid 
kas already ſecured your aſſections, and the avenues 
leading to your heart thereby eternally barred againſt WM fer 
me, I cannot—will not long ſurvive the diſcovery. glc 


- Mercutio, for the firſt time ſince che death of Luciu- cet 
A, found his heart powerfully aſſailed on all ſides, by qui 
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cke charms of Leonora, whoſe movements were {s - 


pid, that he had not time to collect his forces: What 


wonder then, if ſhe carried her point by a coup-de- 


main? She requeſted that he would accompany her 
into the houſe—he complied—what man could have 
refuſed ?—Their love became reciprocal- 
careſſes ſucceeded the moſt unequivocal proteſtations 


mutual 


of eternal fidelity, and *################2###, 


Nan, in the courſe of his peregrination through lifs,. 
is, and juſtly, ſubject to innumerable diſappointments 
and inquietudes, which act more or leſs j owerfully, in 
proportion as his ſenſ bility is more or leſs refined. 
The ſenſibility of Mercutio was of that kind which is 


denominated the moſt delicate, -conſequently, real ſuf- W. x 


ferings made more laſting imp reſſion on his mind, than 
they would probable on one leſs ſuſceptible : For tho? 
he did not lack a degree of philoſophy,. and reliance 
on providence, ſufficient” te ſupport him under the- 
common accicents of life; yet, like all the deſcen- 

dants of Adam, he had a ſpark of that frailty, which, in 
thoſe receſſes of reaſon-when the ſoul is left unguarled,. 
and of en to the hoſtile attacks of misfortune, expels | 
both religion and philoſophy, and, by debilitating the 
mental faculties, abſorbs every idea of happineſs, repre- 
ſents every object, paſt, preſent and future, in the moſt 
gloomy colours, and in the moſt diſcouraging points of 
view, by which means perſons under ſuch circumſtan- 

ces ſometimes become lunatic, or raving, and too fre- 


quently have recourſe to ſuicide, in order to'fhun mis- 
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markably kind and indulgent is Providence in caſes of 
his nature: For when the mind has experienced any 
*ticorimon ſhock, there is always a counterpoiſe placed 
Within reach, ſufficient to prevent the dreadful effects of 
a mind furcharged with grief. This was exemplified 
In the caſe before us: For had Mereutio remained at 
Kone, à variety of objects would frequently have awak- 
ened the remembrance of Lucinda, and kept his mind 
m a continual ſtate of dreary ſolitude, if not abſolute 
deſpair. But by a myfterious concatenation of events, 
we behold him reinſtated in his former vigour and gaiety 
involuntarily engaged in an amour, which, though 
apparently criminal, is not abſolutely ſo; for his in- 
tention was to repair the error he had been ſuddenly 
bdetrayed into, by an honorable marriage, as ſoon as 
a convenient opportunity ſhould preſent, 


Ty 


The female confidante, before the dawning of the 
day, gave Mereutio notice it was time to decamp. 
Though this was an unwelcome. piece of intelligence, 
yet a compliance being abſolutely neceſſary, they part- 
ed, with reluctance, Leonora having previouſly preſſed 
= very-valuable ring on the finger of Mercutio, which. | 
fre requeſted him to wear in . ae * 
able attachment. a 


| Having propoſed to renew his viſit, on am appointed 
evening, his female conductreſs eſcorted him to the ſpot 
where ſhe had met him the evening before, and on the 


Fortunes which are commonly imaginary. How re- 
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ay, laid down a very judicious and well- conſtructed 
an for their future operations, and withal, pointing 
dut the moſt infallible marks whereby he might find the 
zicket without difficulty or danger of being diſcovered. 
aving rewarded her honeſty with 'a few pieces, he 
epaired to his lodgings, juſt as the dawn of day began 
o appear, and went immediately to bed, where the ſoſt 
balm of ſleep locked up his faculties, while his counte- 
nance exhibited a type of death—his imagination. be- 
ng ſteadily fixed o on the object of his love. _ | 


1 5 
About noon, his friend George waited on him, to 
hom Mercutio made known every particular of his 
nocturnal adventure But pray inform me, ſaid he, 
fſo much may tranſpire, in what part of Venice does 
your fair enamoretto dwell ? Indeed, replied Mercutio, | 
I am not able to ſolve that. queſtion, though I am of 
pinion; I could find the houſe; but the way to and 
rom it is ſo intricate, that it would be next to an im- 
poſſibility for me to point out the particular ſpot, until 
L make a further diſcovery, which I am determined to 
attempt this day. But, my dear George, I muſt re- 
ueſt you to keep this matter a profound ſecret, becauſe 
have very cogent reaſons to ſuſpect that the young 
ady is of an exalted rank, and if the affair ſhould-inad- | 
rextently be developed, diſagreeable conſequences might, 
enſue. Pardon me for giving you this (perhaps need- 
els). caution, as it does not proceed ſrom a doubt oe 
your fidelity: but from a conviction of the tenderneſs of 


your connections, which will. ſcarcely admit of the leaſt 
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reſerre. For, added he, I have experienced too many F 
proofs.of your ſincere attachment, to harbour the moſt 7 
diſtant idea of your ſaying or doing any thing that might 
prove injurious to me, with deſign. George aſſured 
tim he ſhould never abuſe-the confidence repoſed in 
kim, by any means, adding, that it would afford him 
the higheſt ſatisfaction to ſee his friend completely happy. 


Aſter dinner, he (allied forth, determining to ex- 
plore, by day- light, the mine which contained the ſum 
of all his earthly treaſure. Accordingly, paſſing thro? 
all thoſe crooked defites through which he had been con- 
- ducted the preceding night, ſoon difcovered the wic- 
ket, which be. paſſed with ſome precipitation, and. 
paſſing two angles of the garden- wall, found himſelf in 
a ſpacious ſtreet, where, running his eye along that fide 
of the wall which fronted the ſtreet, he perceived a con- 
nection between it and a, magnificent building, 
which he rightly conjectured muſt be the houſe he 
ſought. He was confirmed in this opinion—for, paſſ- 
ing on the oppoſite fide of the ſtreet; he perceived two 
young ladies-at one of the windows, one of whom was 
Leonora. She obſerved him, and inſtantly, retired. . 


He hurried home, and having deſcribed the building, 
Kc. to his friend, was affured, it could be no other than ſo 
the palace of the Doge, and that his miſtreſs muſt- be 
his daughter. 'This information was received with 
manifeſt ſatisſaction by Mercutio, who determined 
vo purſue his amour in conſequence. | 


* | FORTUNE Toer ASS v3 


e carried on his operations with Rick prccantion 

hat he continued his nocturnal viſits for the ſpace of 
ght months, when'theeffeQs of their illicit commerce 
began to appear, and to conceal it much longer, would 
have been a difficult taſk, if not utterly impradicable. 
"This circumſtance, which, in another ſituation, would 
Have heightened -their joys into rapture, embarraſſed 
them exceedingly : But though difficulty and danger 
ſtared them in the face, neither love, fortitude-orinvents | 
tion deſerted them in this emergency. == 


* x N 
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Speedy and eſſectual meaſures being abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary, they devoted one whole night in deliberating what 
was moſt proper to be done; arid after propoſing and 
rejecting ſeveral plans, determined, that Merocutio | 
ſhould immediately provide for their tranſportation ta 
England, if poſſible; if not, to ſome other part of the 
xyorld. In the mean time, Leonora, with the aſſiſtance 
of Margaretta, her maid, ſhould be ſetting all things im 
proper train for an elopement at a minute's warning. 
Theſe preliminaries being ſettled, he returned home, 
and taking his well tried friend afide, made known the 
project, and earneſtiy ſolicited his aſſiſtanoe. 


T have a plan in myhead, (faid George, after pauſing 
Tome time) which I am of opinion, if adopted, cannot 
Fail of being ſucceſsful. I have a light veſſel lying at a 
ſmall diſtance from hence, which arrived but yeſterday 
from Valona, whither ſhe had been with a cargo f 
merchandize. Now, as the utmoſt privacy is requilitey 
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it. would be highly improper to attempt ſailing in any ol 8 
the veſſels lying in the gulph, except this, as there is 


not one bound to any port in Great-Britain: I can 
have her ready in twelve hours, and will carry you 


down to Ofimo in eight more, from whence you may 
travel eaſily over land to Naples, in a ſhort time, and 4 
remain incog. until your miſtreſs can proceed with leſs 

difficulty, if you think proper; if not, there are gene- . | 
rally ſhips from every part of Europe, ſo that you may | 


ſail for England. when you pleaſe. Now, what do-you 
think of my plan? Why, I think, ſaid Mercutio, 
nothing could have been ſo fortunate, and it ſhall be 
put in execution this night, if agreeable to you. The 
ſooner: the better, ſaid he, for it is hardly known that 
the veſſel has returned, and if we can fail early in the 
night, I can replace her in her. preſent ſituation by ſun- 
riſe to-morrow at fartheſt, and ſhall never be miſſed. 
'Theſe reaſons appearing perfectly ſatisfactory, he took 
leave in order to make the neceſſary preparations for 
his departure. In the afternoon, they went on board, 
in order to ſhow the ſervants where to carry the bag- 
gage, as ſoon as it was dark, while Mercutio conduQ- 
ed Leonora. After taking a view of the veſſel, and 


learning the neareſt way to it, they returned to George's} 
houſe, and by the time they had taken a ſlight refreſh- 


ment it was duſk. George, offered it as his opinion, 


. that it would be moſt proper to depart without taking \ 
a formal leave of the family, adding, that after matters 


were ſettled, and they arrived in England, he might write 
to his uncle, and inform him of the reaſon of his abrupt 
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departure. This was agreed to, and Mercutio ſat out, | 
£0 pay his laſt viſit at the Doge's, while his ſervants 
conveyed the baggage on board, and George with his 
little crew, got up the anchor and unfurled the ſails, 
Jo that there might be no delay. 


Mercutio found his miſtreſs ready and willing to de- 
part, ſo that they ſoon allied aut at the wicket, and 
bidding an eternal, though ſilent farewell to the Doge, 
proceeded towards the water fide : The faithful Mar- 
garetta bearing a large bundle of wearing apparel, and 
Mercutio an ebony box, crammed with ducats, which 
Leonora put into his hands, juſt as they were leaving 
the houſe, though he was ignorant of its contents until 
after their. arrival at Naples. They embarked ſafely, 
having a fine breeze from the weſtward, and a ſtrong 
current ſetting outward, anchored at Ofimo in x hours. 


It happened very fortunate for our adventurers, that 
George had an intimate friend there, who at that time 
lay under particular obligations to him. As ſoon as 
they dropped anchor, George went on ſhore, and re- 
paired immediately to the houſe of his friend, and in- 
formed him, that there was a gentleman and his wife on 
board his veſſel, wiſhing to proceed to Naples, and for 
particular reaſons, to perform their journey as privately 
as poſhble, and requeſted him to procure a- convenient 
vehicle to trauſport them. Here, ſaid he, are thirty 
| ducats—be faithful—be diligent. . This is. but a trifling 


earneſt of what I will do further for vou. The r 
E 2 


followed their new hoſt ; while George ſpread the can- 


| ſeveral points in bis favour, ſo that before the day 
- dawned he had remoored and got home to his own 


— 
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man will correſpond with me during his lay at Nap les 
you will ſorward our letters with care, ſecrecy and 
expedition. His friend aſſured him he was happy in 
being charged with this commiſſion, as it would afford 
him an opportunity of demonſtrating his gratitude for 


the many favours he had already received Well, 1 


faid George, I rely on your word; now come with me 


and conduct them to your houſe, for I want to fail im- 
mediately I expect to ſee you again in a few days 
in the mean time let nothing extort this ſecret from you, 


George returned on board, and informed his depart- 
ing friend the ſubſtance of his negociation : 'Then taking 
an alleRionate farewell, thoſe adventurers landed, and 


vas to the wind, which at that time had veered round 


houſe having performed a trip of more than forty- 
fix leagues, in ſomething leſs than ten hours and a half, 


Proper apartments being aſſigned ſor the reception of 
our adventurers, they tetired to reſt, whilſt the vigilant 
hoſt went in ſearch of a carriage to convey them to 
Naples, the enſuing day, Having ſucceeded to his 
with, he returned, and informed his gueſts, who were 
then up, and taking chocolate with his wife, a woman 
of good ſenſe, who informed Leonora, that ſhe had a 
ſiſter, a widow, in Naples, an approved and experienced 
midwiſe, that kept a commodious houſe fitted for the 
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reception of ladies in her ſituation, where they might be 
accommodated with every thing neceſſary as long as 
ſhe pleaſed to remain. This was an agreeable piece of 
information; and her huſband, in order to fulfil his 
engagements with George, in the fulleſt extent, made 
a tender of his ſervice to accompany them to his fiſter 
in-law's, and negociate the whole buſineſs for them im- 
mediately on their arrival. This propoſal was accept- 
ed with joy, as it ſeemed exactly adapted to their cir- 


cumſtances; for *twould have been madneſs to have 


taken Leonora to ſea, except in a caſe of the moſt 
preſling neceſſity. 


They ſtarted next morning with the firſt light, and 
arrived at the place of their deftination on the fourth 
day about ſun- ſet. When they were within two leagues 
of Naples, their hoſt rode forward to provide for their 
reception, which having accompliſhed, he met the 
carriage about half a mile from the city, where they 
alighted and walked to their lodgings. 'They received 
a very cordial welcome from the miſtreſs of the houſe, 
who was a genteel aſſable perſon. An elegant ſupper 
was ſerved up, of which our young travellers eat hear- 
ty; and at an early hour were conducted to proper 


apartments for repole, 


'The next morning, Mercutio wrote to his friend 
George, to inform himof their ſafe arrival, and requeſt- 
ed him to write as ſpeedily as poſſible, as Leonora was 
anxious to hear how matters were conducted at Venice, 
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in conſequence of her e- ech knowing her 2 

father's impetuous temper would, in the firſt torrent of 

his rage, bear down all before it. This letter he deli- 
vered to his generous hoſt, accompanied by a purſe of 

ducats, which, for ſome time heſtrenuoufly refuſed ; but 

on Mercutio's deolaring, he ſhould not look on him as 
his friend, if he did not accept it, with reluctance com- 
plied, ſaying, heaven knows, I neither wiſhed or ex- 
pected any reward for the trifling pains I have taken to 
lerve you—you may reſt aſſured, I would not have 
done and promiſed what I have on any other conſidera- 
tion, but that of ſerving my friend, who informed me, 
is deeply intereſted in what concerns your welfare. 
He then departed, with a promiſe to forward all letters 
that came under his care, to and from him, with the 
_ greateſt ſecrecy and diſpatch, 
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In five days, Mercutio had the inexpreſſible ſatisfac- 
tion of receiving the following letter from George, by 
the hand of his late friendly hoſt - 
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<< Mx DEAR FRIEND, a 

I RECEIVED yours by the bearer, who is faithful 
ans diligent, and am happy to hear of your being ac- 
commodated ſo much to your ſatisfaction. You wiſh to 
know the conſequence of your departure—I will tell 
you: T arrived here ſafely, before day, the next morn- 8 
ing after I parted with you. All things remained 
quiet that day but there was not a crevice in Venice 


leſt unſearched by the enſuing evening. The ſucceſs 


8 
6 


attending the ſearch you are acquainted with, The 


deſtination could not, be aſcertained. He natu- 


pear; and although ſhe loved him to diſtraction, and 
. was willing to ſuſſer any thing rather than a ſeparation, 
yet the unfeeling villain abſconded privately, and pro- 


to ate, which makes me ſhudder at the bare recital, 


ſeized and brought before him, concluding that their 
lodger had carried off his daughter, and they of courſe 


daughter was not ſuſpected. In vain the Doge endea- 


== they perſiſted in their innocence: He, therefore, com- 
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Doge finding his endeavors to recover his daughter 
fruitleſs, cauſed ſtrict enquiry to be made, whether any 
veſſel had ſailed that night, or ſince, and was informed 
that a certain ſwift-failing ſloop had - weighed, 
and ſtood out to ſea early in the morning, but her 


rally concluded ſhe was on board the ſloop. ' A 
young gentleman, a native -of France, had left his 
lodgings, the houſe of an eminent merchant which ſtood 
in the fame ſtreet where the Doge's palace ſtands, 
where he had refided for ſeveral months, that very even- 
ing. It ſeems he had contracted an imimacy with his 
landlord's daughter, the eſſects of which began to ap- 


bably ſailed in the loop, leaving the diſtreſſed creature 


The Doge obtained information of a perſon of 
this deſeription having eloped, gave peremptory orders 
to have the merchant and his whole family inſtantly 
acceſſary: For as yet his ſeducing the merchant's 


voured to extort confeſſion from each of them apart, 


manded them to be ſeparately configed till next morn- 
ing, threatning them with the rack if they ſhould fi 
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perſiſt. The next day it was the ſame, but their aſſeve - 
rations of ihnocenee ſerved only to enrage the Doge. 
Ile ordered the inſtruments of torture to be brought 
Into his preſence. The merchant's daughter falling on 
her knees deploredithe Doge to defer the dreadful pun- 
iſh ment for afew minutes, white the diſcloſed the ſecrets 
of her ſoul, of which her parents were ignorant. With 
a look-of indignation he ordered her to proceed. Tho? | 
amy dear parents and my wretched ſeif ſtand as crimij- 
nals in your preſence, my lord, yet I truſt I ſhall be 
able to convince you of our innocence 4 yet in ſo 
doing, I muſt publiſh my own ſhame. If M. de Gar- 
delle has robbed Venice of ſo great a treaſure as my 
Lord's daughter, his treachery to me, and ingratitude 
to my parents, muſt forever acquit us of having been 
either acceſſaries or principale in the crime. For, 
know; my lord, the faithleſs wretch had previoufly 
eſſected the deſtruction of the hapleſs woman who now 
addreſſes you :—In a fatal hour I yielded to his falſe 
- promiſes, and by that means rendered my ſelf an object 
of contempt. It is probable, by his artifice, he has 
found means to ſeduce your daughter, and, knowing 
my fituation, perſuaded her to accompany him to 

France, where it is likely, when ſated with her com- 

pany, he will abandon her as he has me, to all the hor- 

rors of infamy and deſpair !—Oh! my unhappy parents! 

"Pardon your wretched daughter—who cannot, will not WF 

vive the publication of her diſgrace !»—As ſhe Y 
pronounced theſe words, ſhe, to the aſtoniſhment of all 5 
preſent, plunged a poignant in her breaſt, and ex pid 
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iuſtantly. Such a horrid ſcene, could not fail to im- 
preſs the mind of the Doge and thoſe of the ſpeRators,. | 
with a ſtrong conviction of the ſincerity of herconfeftion,, © 
as well as of the innocence of her parents. The Doge 
WT retired with manifeſt marks of ſorrow and confuſion, 
and gave immediate orders for the liberation of the un- 
happy parents, who continued bathing the body of 
their dear; unfortunate child with tears ! The next: 


day, the Doge ſent for them, and was cloſeted with 
them for the ſpace of three hours. The reſult of their 


conference has not yet tranſpired : but the merchant. 
who is a native of Spain, with the remains of his fami- 
ly, embarked this morning for Valencia. 


« Since this nnhappy affair happened, there has been 
very little ſaid about it, as the Venetians ſeem willing 
to conſign the remembrance of ſuch a lamentable cata- 
ſtrophe to eternal oblivion. Let me intreat you to re- 
main as quiet as poſſible, during your ſtay at Naples; 
and as ſoon as circumſtances will admit, to take ſhip- 
ping for England. I informed my uncle the cauſe of 
your abrupt departure; concealing, however, my ſhare 
in the enterprize: He is well pleaſed at your eſcape, 
and defires me to preſent his ref; ets to you, together 
with his fincere wiſhes: for your future welfare 
-ontinue to write every opportunity, and reſt aſſured 
t my being, and remaining your lincere friend, 
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Mliercutio „ in conſequence of the preceding informas- 
tion, reſolved, as ſoon as Leonora was able to ſtir about 
after her nd to ſail for Eng land- 


uy cc eco cc „ a@Q.e. 


At Rk the much defired period arrived—when: 
ſhe was ſafely delivered of a beautiful boy, to the no 
ſmall ſatisfaQion of our hero and his lovely companion.. 
Leonora being diligently attended by her kind hoſteſs, 3 : 
and the faithful Magaretta, was ſoon in a ſituation to: 
undertake the intended voyage. Her ſon, healthful: 
and vigorous, grew exceedingly faſt, and his father's 
features were ſtrikingly depicted in his face, which cir- 
cumſtance gave birth to the moſt pleaſing reflections in 
the minds of his parents. 
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Mercutio began immediately to make diligent enqui-- 
ry for an Engliſh ſhip ; and finding one bound for Li- Wt 
yerpool, bargained with the commander, whoſe name Wu: 
was Nicholſon, for his paſſage. The ſhip waited for ſo 
nothing but a fair wind, therefore, he was as expedi- Wor 
tious as poſhble, in providing neceſſaries for the {h 
voyage, and conveying his baggage on board. Having v. 
arranged all his affairs in ample order, nothing remain- Wl th 
ed to be done, but to ſatisfy his hoſteſs, and write a Wh 
farewell epiſtle to his friend George. They devoted 
the laſt evening to mirth and hilarity; our hero hav- i 
ing previouſly diſcharg'd his reckoning with two hun- 
dred ducats. Juſt as they were ſitting down to ſup- Ar 
per, they were ſurpriz d by the appearance of George . 
and. his friend. Mutual ſalutations paſt, George in- | * 
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med them the cauſe of his journey as follows: 
About three days ago, I was informed by a Vene- 
3 jan gentleman, a friend of the Doge's, that the Doge 
j Naples had ſent a very preſſing invitation to the Doge 
1 We Venice, to honour him with a viſit, which, in con- 
. 8 Paeration of the one he received from him when you 
eere there, as well as the ſtrict amity exiſting between 
em, he had accepted, and is expected in Naples this 
evening. I was afraid to commit this piece of intelli- 
3 gence to paper, and therefore ſet out as ſoon as. I poſ- 
; Wiibly could, in order to let you know your danger: For 
a diſcovery now, might be attended with dreadful con- 
ſequences.“ My ineſtimable friend, replied Mercutio, 
how ſhall I ever make you a ſuitable return for your 
diſintereſted exertions in my favour ? Unadulterated 
friendſhip is all you hold worthy your acceptance, and 
it ſhall be my chief care, to preſerve that inviolate and 
undiminiſhed. We are, my dear George, to embark 
for Liverpool to-morrow morning have every thing 
on board, 2nd if the wind ſhould prove favorable, the 
ſhip will fail immediately, ſo that if heaven permits, 
we ſhall ſoon be on the Britiſh. ſhore ; and, probably, 
the firſt letter you receive from me will inform you of 
the celebration of ' our happy union. May heaven 
grant you aſaſe, and agreeable paſſage, returned George. 


Ax a very late hour they retired to reſt, and. before 
þ he dawn of day, were all aſſemble! in the common 
Apartment, where they reiterated their former pro- 


Fons of eternal friendſhip. Our voyagers taking 
| 2 | 
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nn affectionate leave of their hoftefs,. ſet but, actompa- 

nied by. George and bis friend. The anchor was 
weighing by the time they got on board, and George, 

having ſeen thiem fafe through the whole of this dan- 

| gbrous enterprize, wiſhed them a ProfÞerous voyages. 
and returned to the ſhore... 


Ld 


Our hero was as Happy at thecommencement of this 
voyage, as the nature of the circumſtances would per- 
mit: Leonora too, promiſed herſelf the moſt perfedt. 
felicity i in the endearing company 00 her beloved Mer- 
cutio, and witk the enchanting prattle of the dear pledge 


df their mutual àffection. Mercutio had previouſly 


diſpatched a packet to England, to inform his friends 
of the time of his intended departure from Naples, and 
in the letter to His mother, he ſignified his intention of 
bringing with him a Venetian lady, whom he intended 


to make his wife, with the approbation of his friends, 


immediately on his arrival in Londen- But it is the 
uncontrolable will of heaven, that man, when he for- 
gets his origin, and looks up with confidence to ſupreme 
ſelicity as already within his graſp, ſhould experience 
the chaſtifing rod of affliction, i in order to bring him to 
a ſenſe of his duty to acknowledge his own imbecility 
and the omnipotence of that Being, from whom all 
happineſs, whether in heaven or on earth, muſt flow; 
and to whom all thanks are neceſſarily due. A ſtriking 
inſtance of this was exhibited in the caſe before us. Mer- 


\ Cutio conceived that nothing could intervene to blaſt 
the flattering proſpect which had juſt engaged his at- 
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®J wntion ; but which. was on the eve af diſappearing: 
The fatal moment was faſt approaching, in which 
all bis imaginary joys were to vaniſh, like the, fleet - 
ing meteor : The cloud was already collected, and 
ſuſpending over his head, which was ſhortly to burſt 
and inyolye him in miſery, How vain ! how trifling? 
in the view of Omnipotence, are the purſuits of ſhore 
ſighted mortals ;—ever anxious to. ſecure happineſs 
which ſhall be permanent, our imagination is eternal 
ly. on the wing ; our invention is tortured for ſchemes 
to ſecure the glittering phantom, and we madly re- 
ject the fubſtance, which thro? life, is conſtantly with- 
in our reach; and ignorantly purſue a ſhadow, which 
we never can—never will overtake. _ 


They had juſt weather®d Comin, on the Iſle of Sar- 
dinia, when a moſt tremendous hurricane from the 
N. W. accompanied with an irreſiſtable current ſetting 
aut of the gulph of Lyons, and violently paſſing be- 
tween Minorca and Sardinia, drove them, in ſpite 
of their ſkill aud induftry, into the Streights of Meſ- 
4ina. The day was juft cloſing when they doubled the 
cape, which:tended to aggravate the horror of the ſcene 
which immediately ſucceeded. "The awful burſts of 
thunder, and ſtreams of livid lightning, together with 
dreadful ſqualls of hail, rain, and wind, ſeemed to 
threaten a final diffolution. The whole univerſe ap- 
' Peaped in violent convulſions} and the ſhip was hurled 
about like an egg-ſhell in this elemental conflict, whick - 
none but the moſt, inſenſible being, could kave be- 
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held without horror. To adminiſter comfort to Lee» - | 


nora was the whole bufineſs of Mercutio, during the 


ſtorm, and'it was with much es he 3 
ber from N uſe 


About day light, however, it pleas'd that God in 
whoſe hand the whole univerſe is but as a grain of 
ſand, to quell the fury of the unfathomable 'deep—to re- 
buke the winds ; and immediately all was huſh'd in- 
to proſund tranquillity. ' The clouds diſpers'd—che 
blue concave appear'd in its native ſplendor, and the 
beams of that glorious diffuſer of light and heat, con- 


- veyed new vigor to the benumbed limbs of the fatigued 


mariners, and cheerfulneſs once more reigned through- 
out the whole, | 
' 14 

As ſoon as the ſtorm ſubſided „captain Nicholſon 
ordered all hands to appear on che quarter deck, when 
both ſeamen and paſſengers bent, in lowly reverence, 
to that all merciful Being, whoſe aſſiſtance is ever at 
hand, to relieve and ſupport his unworthy creatures, 
and offered up the acceptable ſacrifice of grateful hearts, 
in the moſl unfeigned thanks for his divine protection 
during the ſtorm, without which they muft inevitably 
have periſhed. This done, they began to repair their 
| ſhatteredſails and rigging, which had ſuffered much in 
the hurricane. Though they were much rejoiced with 
ti.6ir late deliverance, their ſatisfaction was conſiderably 
damped, when the captain found that they were 
within a few leagues of Malta, and leſs of the coaſbot 
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Barbary ; and, as the wind till blew freſh from the N. 
W. it would be exceedingly difficult to keep off the 
coaſt ; conſequently, they would be in continual danget 
of the rovers, until they made the Streights of Gi- 
braltar. 'They inſtantly braced up, and laid the ſhip 
as cloſe to the wind as poffible, Rood away for the 
South point of Sicily. They had ſailed only three 
hours in this direction, when the captain, from the main 
topmaſt head, diſcovered a oorſair, at the diftance of 
about three leagues and a half, bearing down on them. 
Capt. Nicholſon immediately ſhifted his courſe, in 
hopes of making Puzoli, before the pirate could reach 
them; but in this he was unfortunately diſappointed 3 
though it is very probable, he might have ſucceded, 
had his veſſel been in as good ſailing order, as ſhe was 
before the late ſtorm ; but it was impracticable in the 
preſent ſhattered condition to eſcape — the pirates 
gained on them every moment. 


When the captain found all his endeavours te eſcape 
fruitleſs, he told Mercutio, that their liberty, property, 
and perhaps lives, depended on their courage and ac- 
tivity : Therefore, added he, TL expect you will lend me 
all the aſſiſtance in your power. There are three guns 
on board, which I will load with grape, and bring 
them to bear in an oblique direction: I have fixteen 
hands beſides myſelf, and you with your two ſervants 
will make twenty ;—we have ſmall arms plenty, with 
which we muſt endeavour to prevent them from board- 
ing us :—For my part, I am determined never to ſur- 
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render while I have a living man, or a load of ammu- 
nition on board. We will, continued he, flee from 
them as faſt as we can, as well to gain time to arrange 
matters, as to amuſe and fatigue them—and when they 

get within reach of our guns, ſuddenly tack and pour in 

a volley, which, perhaps, will throw them into diſorder, 
and if their number and metal does not exceed ours, 
decide the matter in our favor, 


A d rn 


— 


Miercutio affured him, that all the aſſiſtance in his 
power ſhould be devoted to his ſervice, and they imme- 
mediately made the neceſſary diſpofitions for the event. 
'The pirate, in the mean time, was not idle, but bore 
down upon them with crouded fails and oars; and in 
a ſhort time hailed captain Nicholſon, and ordered him, 
if he wiſhed to experience any mercy, to bring too 
immediately, and ſtrike his colours. 'The captain 
having all things in readineſs, clapt his helm a- lee, and 
| was about in an inſtant; then poured in a well- directed 

fire, which killed four of the 'Turks and wound- 
ed two Chriſtian ſlaves, who were chained to the oar. 
This ſudden, unexpeged volley, and the execution 
performed by it, diſconcerted the pirates conhderably, 
but being thirty in number, beſides eight Chriſtians at 
the oar, they returned the fire.vigorouſly, and dropping 
aſtern, diſcharged fix double fortified fours into the 
cabin windows, by which, the unfortunate Leonora, 
her ſon, and Margaretta, were at the ſame moment, ſent 
into eternity !-—The galley then came along ſide, and 
the commander levelling his Piece at the brave capiaig 
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icholſon, ſhot him through the heart. Mercutio con- 
inued the conflict, with great firmneſs and courage. 
The galley having grappled the ſhip, the infidels im- 
mediately attempted to board her; but were bravely 
W repulſed—Metrcutio, jumping into the mizen chains, 
cut off, with his hanger, the arms of two Turks, who 
& fell overboard and were drowned. The pirates then 
made a feint of falling off; but juſt as our hero was 
ſtepping out of the chains, he received a ball in his 
right knee, which laid him proſtrate on the quarter 
deck. 'The pirates immediately grappled again, and 
without much refiſtance, boarded the ſhip, as there 
were only two men left unwounded. Captain Ni- 
cholſon, his two mates, the carpenter, Mercutio's two 
ſervants, and five foremaſt men were killed; and Mer- 
cutio, the boatſwain , cook, cabin-boy, and three ſailors 
wounded. The loſs on the part of the Turks, was 
twelve killed, excluſive of four flaves, and thres 
mn. 


Mercutio's wound bled amazingly, by which meang 
he became inſenſible, and remained in that fituation till 
the pirates, perceiving ſome ſigns of life, and judging 
by his habit, that he was a perſon of diſtinQion, had 
conveyed him on board the galley, and confined him to 
a ring-bolt, on his back. "Twas in this unhappy ſitu- 
ation he became ſenſible, when, making an effort to 
riſe, he found himſelf chained hand and foot But 
what. words can deſcribe the intolerable anguiſh 
of his ſoul, when he was informed, by one of, uy 
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fellow · captives, of the dreadful fate of the beaute- 
ous Leonora and her lovely infant! Had he not 
been chained faſt to the deck, it is more than probable, 
that, in the midſt of deſpair, he would have leaped 
overboard ; but finding it impoſſible to move out of 
the ſpot, he gave himſelf up to immoderate grief! and 
formed the deſperate reſolution of taking no food, in 
order, as he expreſſed it, to end his life and miſeries as 
quick as poffible. 5 ue 


The wound be had received having never been at- 
tended, grew very painful; and being overheated in 
the aclion, he had caught a violent cold, which brought 
on an intermittent fever, ſo that at the time the galley 
arrived at Algiers, he was actually delirious. The re- 
negado who commanded, was a Spaniard, who judg- 
ing Mercutio a perſon of quality, had him taken to his 
ewn houſe, and procured an eminent phyflician, who 
applied ſuch healing medicines, that in about one month 
he was reinſtated in his health; but ſtill remained diſ- 
conſolate for his beloved Leonora and darling ſon. 


The renegado, perceiving the health of Mercutio re- 
ſtored, aſked him ſeveral queſtions relative to his coun- 
try and connexions, and whether he had any expecta- 
tion of being ranſomed. Mercutio anſwered, that if a 
letter could be conveyed ſafely to London, he was fure 
of being ranſomed. This was granted, and he diſpatch- 


ed one letter to his father, and another to his friepd 
* Wright. 
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The renegado demanded three hundred crowns for 
his ranſom ; and as he had loſt ſeveral of his men 
in the late engagement, he took our hero and three of 
his fellow captives on board his own galley, where they 
were conſtrained to row night and day, chained to 
the thwart they ſat on. They had no occaſion to per- 
ſorm voluntary abſtinence ; for their food was of the 
coarſeſt kind, and the quantities ſo {mall as to be but 
barely ſufficient to ſupport them in a life of wretched 
*bondage. "This cruel flavery bore much heavier ont - 
Mercutio than his companions in diſtreſs, having never 
been accuſtomed to hardſhips. His hands were ſoon 
n ſtript of ſkin, yet his mercileſs commanders compel- 
t led him to labour, though | the blood ran in "ſtreams 
y down the handle of the oar,—He who till then, had 
— been clothed with che fineſt production of the loom, 
I had no other covering than a frock and drawers of the 
8 coarſeſt canvas, without ſhoes or ſtockings. Hrs 
0 feet began to ſwell and grow exceedingly pain- 
h ful. Three months had elapſed without any news 
2 arriving from England or Venice, all hands having 

been preſſed in the Downs out of the veſſel that had 

{failed to England; and the other having foundered off 
e. Minorca, and all on board periſhed : However, he 
* obtained leave to write once more to Venice, and, in a. 
a- bout fix weeks, received a letter fromhis friend George, 
Fi wherein he aſſured him he ſhould have the . in 
* bien Gays without ail 
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| The money arriyed at theappointed time, with three Wl 
hundred crowns more than be had requeſted, to furniſh . 
bim with clothes and other nęceſſaries; and An | 
invitation, to come. apd reſiqe in Venice r ſome 
time. Our hero wauld willipgly have waved going | 
- hers, well knowing that the very light. of the. ci- 
ty wauld be a dagger to his foul ; yet, the. regard he 
had. for his friend, and the great and many. obliga- 
tons. he lay under, filenced every. objeQion that pre- 
ſented itſelf, and decided the matter quickly. He 
Paid the renegado the ſum demanded for his o ran- 
ſom, and two hundred crowns for his three campagiags 
ba ſlaxerz, who, wich himſelf were immediately liberat- 
* $ed. He gave the three poor ſelloms ten crowps each, 
. and tgld them to make the beſt. of their war home ; 
Hut they finging him going to Venice; begged. permiſ- 
hon to ſail on hoard the ſame ſhip, as they had no 
Shance of getting their paſſage to England, and added, 
chat, when he was gone, the Turks might, ſeige and 
£yllave them again. This he gomplied wich, and they 
all embarked on board the fhip in which George had 
Gent the money, and arrived as Venice in a ſport time: 


if - Dur hero having taken leave of theſe poor fellows, 

bo expreſſed their gratitude to him in the moſt ſervent 
manner, went to ſee his well tried friend, whom he 
| found in health, but not quite ſo cheerful as former- 
. Iy, having juſt returned from the funeral of his uncle 
3 and aunt, who both expired in one day. He was re- 
1 ceived, however, with unaffected kindneſs, which le 
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experienced for the fpace bf ix weeks, the time he 
remained in Venice; and, having pretty well recruited 
his health and ſpirits, he reſolved to embark for En- 
gland on board the firſt ſhip he could find bound thither. 
George thdeavoured to diſſuade him from his purpoſe,” 
by repreſen ting to him the danger of being cap- 
tured by the French privateers 3- that nation having 
entered into an alliance with the States of America: 

Who had thrown off the Hanoverian' yoke, and de- 
clared themſelves Independent; aud, under the auſpi- 
ces of a gentleman of Virginia, (George Waſking- 
on) who had given indubitable * of his bravery 
ind {kill in tactics, in former wars between France 
and England, were bravely ſtruggling againſt the deſ- 
potic arms of Great-Britain, in 1 of the inde- 
zafible Rights of Man. 


4 


* 


Mercutio, however, was not to be diverted from 
ndertaking, his intended voyage: Diſconſolate ſor 
he loſs of Leonora, and weary of the repeated viciſ- 


aſſage to England at all events. 


George finding it to no purpoſe to perfiſt, urged the 
natter no further; but procuted a veſſel, and furniſhed 
im with a ſum of money, more than ſufficient to de- 
dy every expence. In a ſhort time he was ready to 
dark,” and having taken leave of his kind friends, 
ith the moſt grateful acknowledgment for all paſ 
Wors, and promiling to remit the money George 


tudes of his adverſe fate, he reſol ved to attempt a 


_ 
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ſo freely e for his ranſom, &c. by the firſt op- 
portunity after his arrival in London, once more bid 
adieu to Venice. ; 


Wa 


ESE favoured them with proſperous gales and. 
pleaſant weather; and in a few days, they were imper- 
ceptibly wafted within ſight of the Lizard. Mercutio, 
for the firſt time, ſince his redemption from captivity I 
became cheerful, He experienced that kind of ſatis- 
faction, which the hopleſs mariner, who, having been 
| deprived the fight of land or ſunſhine for many days, 
| and all the time threatened by the devouring waves, to 
$3 be buried in the bowels of the deep, is ſuddenly wafted 
| iato the deſired haven.. 


They arrived, and moored o Deal without an acci- 

dent. Mercutio propoſed hiring a poſt-chaiſe, and to ſer 

\ + out for Lon on the next morning. But alas! Fortune, 
that fickle goddeſs, had raiſed her foot with a deſign to 
give him another kick. Preſs-warrants were out for 
railing ten thouſand ſeamen ; in conſequence of which, 

a lieutenant and forty ſegmen boarded the {hip, about 
midnight ; and, ſlipping down between decks, made: 
Prize of the whole crew, and among the reſt, Mercutio. 


Reſiſtance would have been as vain as it was im- 
practicable, they tierefore made a virtue of neceſſity, 
and ſubmitted to be conveyed on. board the Otter, (a 
tender) where they remained for ſome days, and then, 
4 * 1t on board the Iſis, of 50 guns, at Spithead. They 

1 welcome ] on board with three cheers from tlie 
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Whole crew. The lieutenant who had preſſed them, - 
cauſed plenty of grog to be diſtributed among the new 
hands: This done, he ordered the boatſwain's mate to 
bring them aft, where he read over the articles of war; 
after which, he entertaiged them with the following 
eloquent harrangue: 


ce Ship-mates and brother ſailors !—Brt I ſpeak 
chiefly to you that's come aboard laſt. 'Tho? you are 
preſs*d, you need'nt think you're kidnapped : — No, 
damme, boys —you have liberty to enter your names in 
the ſhip's books, and receive the bounty. Now, 
ſince you're a board, and muſt ſtay whether you will 
or not, you may as well conſent to enter The king 
muſt have ſailors to deſtroy them d—n'd French b-gg-rs 
_ that's combined with the rebels d'ye ſee 3 and if we 
| don't kill em, take em, fink em, make em run away, 
Y—n my eyes, boys.———Come, my boys, you that's a 
ind to enter, come aft, and give your name to the 
ſer—he's as honeſt a. fellow as ever the devil got— 
he I give you the bounty and plenty of grog, by G—d, 
hg God lave the king —Huzza!“ 


major part of rhe preſſed men accepted this po- 
lite Wn while he continued to Gif; lay his.rhetori- — 


cal powers: Come, my brave meſs- mates, now is tie 


ume 25 EXTINGUISH yourſelves in ERC "of your 


king and country There an't a maryin Eagland | 
but -; K turn out now, dn me, either by ſea or land ; 
| for my part, I'd rather be an un ler. tui akey! in 
| bal, chan a SOGER, d—n me if I ba it.?“ 
| 5. 
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This animating oration had a- great eſſect on the tar- 
pawhngs 3 for as he very july obſerved, there they 


1, might as well comply as not—fo they generally 
tobk his advice. Adverſe as Mercutio's fate appeared, 


he did not abſolutely deſpair of procuring his liberty, if 


enquiry, that ke was on ſhore. Finding no officer on 
board ſuperior to this loquacious fon of Neptune, he 
Hy. - reſolved to ſolicit his affiſtance in remitting a letter to 
London. Having executed this reſolye, this patriotic 
i officer gave him the following anfwer :—& 111 tell you 
What, meſs-mate, you may write a letter to Lunnan, 
| but Pm d— d if I think-it will be of any ſervice to you. 

However, if you think it will do you any good, as you 
have the look of a clever fellow, Pi ſpeak to the pur- 


aſhore to night, I'll clap it in the poſt- office. But God 
knows when or where we ſhall ſail we may fail /to- 


Mercutio thanked him for his civility, and told him be 
would ſatisfy him for his trouble. He went down to 
the. purſer, and ſoon returned with a quire of papar, an 
land and a parcel of pens ; and beckoning to bim, 
> a vociferous tone, ſaid, « Meſs-mate, come Wh» 
Into my cabin, and there you may write as mach as 
you pleal&—here's pen, ink, and paper enough to ſet 
the whole world in an uproar Old Singe the- Devil, 
dn his old froſty face, charged me four {hillin for this 


roll of paper; Me yeyer thinks he bas enough for apy 


we, 


were, and there they were like to remain, conſequent> 


he could gain acceſs to the commander; but found, on 


ſer for pen, ink and paper for you ; and when I go/ 


morrow, and mayhap we maynt this month, d'ye ſee.. 


"AJ 

7 
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WE opened til they had got Into a certain degres of latitude; 
We tbe pattibuſar port was unknown, 


f ting IL d r{ther be u the captain for 


W ten dollars, preſented them to the lieutenant, which he 
© r&ceived with mich apparent ſatisfation; faying, at the 
We ſame time By G-, meffmate, you're the heartieſt 
fellow Pe met this war. The king, God bleſs Him 
* owes me five hundred guineds ; but F think moneF 


© Cays we (hall all be paid off irhen we come home; büt 
g TAN e Enes” | | 


cumſtances under which he lay, and earneſtly r&queſf- | 


leaſe. Having delivered the letter to his friend the 


orders game on board, for the Ifls, with two frigates, 


- 
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be ehtats the faifors, the officers, andthe king td boot! 


Our hero put his hand in his pocket, acid pulling ons 


d—rd ſcarce with him as well as us. The admira®f * 


Our bero pail very Kite attention to what he ald, : 
brit fat dowh on a cheſt; and wrote a very preſſitig let- 
ter to His father,; informing him of the deſperate cir- 


ing him to employ all poſſible means to obtain his re- 


lieutenant; he prew cheerful; and began to cheriſt the 
hope of being yet reſtored to his friends, without beim 
fotced to ſea again. But Provider eg; it feems; had 

otherwiſe decreed, The hext morhing; very early; - 


and ſome tranſpotts; to weigh, arid ſull the next de. 
Their deſtinatioh was to ſome fart of the Contitight 3 * - 
but as the. fpecial orders were ſealed, and fot to be 
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The captain and officers who had been on ſhorey' 


came on board ſoon after the failing orders, and Mer- 


cutio made application, by letter (through his friend 
the lieurenarit) - for a diſcharge — but without eſſect: 
In ain he repreſented the fufferings he had endured in 


Algiers, from whence he had been ſo lately redeemed 
be was deaf to his entreaties: All the conſola- 
tion he redeived, was, that if he behaved well, he m_ 
* nne the war was over. 


Fin ling all et Ain; he e himſelf 


to his fate. His countenance. became gloomy and 


thoughtful ; and had he remained long in that ſtate, it 
1s more than probable, he would have degenerated in- 
to a moſt unſocial being — ſo, true it is, that the ſweeteſt 
temper may be ured by Tarn: repulſes and diſap- 
polntwencs: * 


The neceſſary preparations being male, the -an- 
chor Was weighed ; the fails extended to the expanding 
gale ; and with drums beating, trumpets ſounding, 
colours flying, and every other demonſtration of naval 


joy, they taoł their departure. 


* 

Satisfaction apreareſ conf} icuous on every te- 
nahce on board, except that of Mercutio's, which was 
impreſſe] with marks of the deepeſt melancholy. His 
uneaſineſs was taken notice of by ſeveral of the officers 
as well as the ſeamen, particularly by the firſt lieus 


+ vant, who brought on board theoryers for ſailing j but 


* 


J 
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Had never taken nat ice of Mezcutio tl chey had pern 
a full week at ſea. This gentleman obſesving im in 
WE apenlive attitude one day, at the ſame time szemarking, 

dat he had not the leaſt appearance of a feaman ; 
P enquired of the fecond lieutenant who he was, and 
com whence he came. 


Being informed of this, and chache had been late- 


© Have ſome diſcourſe with a -perſon of ſo ſingular a 
deſcription. He wrote a billet, and ſent it by the ca- 
in- boy, requeſting a ſhort interview. Our ero, after 
ꝓeruſing the billet, ordered the boy to conduct him to 
the perſon who had ſent bim : He followed, neither. 
knowing nor caring who it was that Ceſired the 
Wo interview. On entering the cabin he ſaluted the lieu- 
W -cenant with a very low bow, who inſtantly aroſe, and 
taking our hero by the hand, very politely returned 
the ſalute. But what words can paint the amaement and 
Joy of Mercutio, when in the ſeatures of the lieutenant 
the recogniſed thoſe of his beloved friend Charles, Lu- 
cinda's brocher (Charles inſtantly recolleed this ſea- 
tures—and ruſhing into eaah others arms, they em- 
braced with mutual tranſport, without uttering a2 
= dyllable : The ſudden ſhock of joy having ſhackled 
beer organs of ſpeech for ſeveral minutes. ot 
= Mergutio firſt recovering his ſpeech ſaid, My dear 

4 Qharles, my tongue would tbyt diſcover its impotencę 

in attempting to. deſoribe che pleaſing ſenſations whiah | 


pervade my foul, on 5 occaſion io meet a friend 
"Wk | 


1y releaſed from the Algerines, he was impatient o 
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ſo much eſteemed, after ſo long and painful a ſepara- 
ration, is a happineſs ſo unexpected, that my weak 
frame, fatigued and emaciated, with trouble, diſap- 
pointment, aww! melancholy, is almoſt unable to ſuſtain 
the ſudden ſhock, which, like the ſwiſt winged, 
livid. lightning, has penetrated the very centre of my 
ſoul—ſtunned my whole fabric - and unhinged all my 
ſenſes. But tell me, what good genii ſent you here, to 
adminiſter the balm of conſolation to my diſtracted ſou]? 
My beloved, reſpected friend, replied Charles, the ſupe- 
rior pleaſure which this happy interview affords me, 
would have been incapable of augmentation, had 
it not been damped by your hint of © trouble, diſap- 
pointment,' and melaycholy,” which your countenance 
£00 clearly demonſtrates to have been your companions. 
What dreadfu} reverſe of fortune can have. deſtroy- 
ed the peace of my friend? If there is any thing with- 
in the compaſs of my power that will, in the ſmalleſt 
degree, contribute to your eaſe or ſatisfaction, only- 
mention it: Command my purſe—enjoin me to 
any thing I am capable of, and. you ſhall ſee with 
what avillingneſs J will exert all my powers to reſtore 
your peace of mind, | 


Mercutio, after making him ſueh an anſwer as his 
unbounded, diſintereſted offers merited, related the 
whole of his adventures, from the time they parted 
| laſt; in London, till they met on board the Iſis: con- 
cealing, however, his amour with Leonora, 


* 
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Charles generouſly ſympathized with him in all his 
misfortunes, promiſed to render him all the ſervice 
in his power, and to repreſent his caſe to the captain, 
who, notwithſtanding his profeſſion, was a gentleman 
of the niceſt feelings, and moſt diſtinguiſhed merit ; 

and, added he, if the fleet is detained on the Ameri- 
can coaſt, I think I have influenge enough with him 
0 procure your diſchage, and you can ſail from New- 
York to England at any time, as packets are conſtantly 
| going and coming. Mercutio made him a genteel ac- 
knowledgment for his intended favours ; but declared, 

that ſince ſortune had brought them together once more, 
he was determined to accompany him 2 the 

I whole courſe of the expedition. | 


Charles expreſſed the higheſt ſatisfaction at this de- 
dlaration, and proteſted that no event could have hap- 
pened, that could give him equal pleaſure. —Mercutio 

then deſired to be informed of his friend's reaſon for 
making choice of a ſea-faring life, together with a ge- 

& neral narrative of his tranſactions during their long ſe- 

W paration. I ſhall with pleafure gratiſy your curioſity 
in that point, replied Charles, but muſþ beg leave 
to ware it for the preſent, and filling a glaſs of wine, 
preſented it to Mercutio, ſaying, Come, my friend, 

you muſt endeavour to conſign the remembrance of 
Fa your late misfortunes over to eternal cblivion—you are 

; © now among as lively a ſet of fellows as the world can 
{4 ; produce: — They hope every thing - fear nothing and 
= drink punch, grog and phiip, like ſy many fſhes. 
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Having taken a cheerful glaſs, they went upon deck, 


"when Charles, taking him by the hand, preſented 


him co the captain as his particular friend; and, 


in afew words, informed him of the moſt intereſting 
parts of bis adventures. The captain congratulated 
our hero on his releaſe from the infidels, and at abe 
ame time lamented the necetfity.of preſſing men in- 
<diforuminately : He concluded, with promiſing him 


a total axemption from all manner of duty while be 


continued on board; together with permiſſion to re- 


turn 40 England by the firſt opportunity, and ame 


EY REES from all preſs-gangs during the war. 


From that Fes e and Mercutio eat, drank, 
and flept together; the officers vied with each other in a 
gentoel treatment io him, and the captain became his 
firm friend. Theſe fortunate circumſtances produc- 
ed nhe moſt agreeable change in this countenange 
and aonverfation. One ine evening, when the ſurſace 
of the immenſe ocean, calm and ferene, reflected the 
Slittering rays of that glorious Juminary, the ſun, with 
getdoubled ſplendor, Mercutio, with his friend was 
ſurveying and admiring «the 1iquid green which every 
where ſurrdunded them, boundleſs !.-reiterated his 
#oquel}. * Mercutio,” ſaid Charles, I ſhould ill de- 
ſerve the tender, the hanorable appellation of friend, af 
Aas capable of refuſing ſo crifling a gratification; and 

hough you will reap no pleaſure in the information, 


$ou-wll at eaſt conſeſs you are not che only perſon ex - 


polcivo-befrowns <blexunc ; lerduge youdrt out on 
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. travels, I have experienced many hard ſtrokes 
rc 

MT << Some time after your departure, Auguſtus Daven- 
| Wort, ſon of Sir Edward Davenport, of Oxfordſhire, 
4 Es ſeen my ſiſter Charlotte, at my uncle's ſeat, 
Which lies contiguous to Sir Edward's, where ſhe was 
1a vilit, came to London, and reſided with his brother 
; law, Sir Benjamin Godſrey. As his journey to the 

? tropolis, was undertaken with a view of ſetting on 

© | an | hymeneal treaty between him and my 
aer, he engaged Sir Benjamin, (knowing the great 
iendſhip exiſting between him and my father) io intro- 
Nuce him, and aſſiſt in the cburſe of the negociatlon with + 
is recommendation and advice. —He. was ſhortly : 
permitted to pay his addreſſes to Charlotte When 
atters were nearly ripe, Auguſtus took leave for ſome 
me. He returned, accompanied by his father 
and—a ſiſter That ſiſter !—Oh Mercutio ! do not 
uppoſe yourſel f unfortunate ! But I'll proceed: © 
The marriage contract being ſanctioned with the ap- 
robation of all parties, they were married, to the 
eat ſatisfaction of boch families. 8 


&« Aſter ſtaying ſix weeks in town, Sir Edward pro- 
Woſe. returning to his country ſeat; and, as A uguftus 
er tarrying a while at his father's, intended to 
4 Wake bis wife to a feat which Sir Edward had lately 
"2 rchaled and promiſed to give him whenever he 

; aul! enter the bands of wedlock, the oll knight re- 


* ; 
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coſts, or rather inſiſted; that I mould atcompany 
them thither. I acquieſced, being prompted by more 


| powerful motives than thoſe produced by his invitation. 


- agreeable ride to Sir Edward's, who treated us nobly 


Cay with the Ghoft of Hamlet: 1 cabr à tale whfotd, 


was as daggers to my heart —I addreſſed her on ths 


«thy young blood ! Make thy knotty and eombirted 


NOI IG e e e e | 


. We fat but, all om tofſe-back; hd had a very WG 


for the ſpace of one morith, at the end of which, Au- 
guſtus prepared to go to his own fea. I, as well as his 
ſiſter accumpanied them. But, flow, Mercutio, your By. 
repeated mlisfortunes, though great, wilt quickly diſfap- WIR, 
pear, when you Hear the ſequel ——=I might almoſt | ; 


ce whole lighteſt word will harrew up thy Tout ! Freeze 


heckt te part, aud ech parteular Halt te gend as 


eis daughter of Sit Edward Was; 1 believe, 4 
mbdet of beauty and appareftt inffocence. She pol- 
ſeſſed every accompliſhment neckffery to render 4 
wonHH. lovely, and the tindivided poffeffion of het, a 
peœculiar blefia#. Habe frequepfly When itt her com- 
pany, contemplated on her feffections with amaze- 
ment: And, I verily believe, if any man had told me 
theti, of the fatal change which has ſince taken place in 
herz 1 {kduld have been geddy to fun him through. 
This enchanting paragon, without intention, or even 
ſuſpicion, eftabliſhed fo abſolute a dominion over | 
my ſoul, that the very thought of parting with her, 
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7 bed fucceeded to my wiſh and, we were married. 
ut ah! what bitter cefleions does the rememlrance 

chat curſed union &waken in my ſoul ! One year I 
ed with her in ſo great a degree of felicity, ihat I 
u ould nat have exchanged ray: fituatian for all the 
4 iches of the Eaft. ; 
<« She withed to viſit her 3 at Oedt 
lonſented ; for what could I refuſe to her whoſe breaſt 
. F as the repoſitory of my ſoul ?-—We found Sir Ed- 
ard in good health; and after laying a few. days, 
roceeded to the ſeat of Auguſtus, where we arrived 
aas Charlotte had made her firſt appearance at church 
er che birth of a beautiful boy. 


« While we remained there, all the neighbouring 
tentry for ſeveral miles round, came to congratulate 
young couple on the birth of an heir. Among 
hoſe who appeared the moſt afficuous, was Charles 
oward, ſon to a noble Earl, who I afterwards found 2 
ad been acquainted with Louiſa Davenport, from her 
fancy, but had not ſeen her during the laſt five years. 
his perſon, though a villain ofthe firſt magnitude, had 
vertheleſs, by long practice in the inſidious arts of 
Eduction, become an adept in diſſimulation, ſo that he 
g ad actually ſecured the good opinion of every perſon 
Condition in and about Oxfordfhire—conſequently, 
Was received into all parties of pleaſure with a hearty 
Tome; and was never parted with but with regret. 
we was remarkably aſhduous in congratulating myſelf 


% - 
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and wiſe on our late union, and at length received: 
invitation to pay us a viſit in London. 


e One evening; as I was ſitting with my wife, in! 
one of the ſide - boxes of Drury- Lane theatre, Howard 
entered the ſame box, and ſeated himſelf over again 
us; my wife knew him inſtantly, and welcomed hin 
to London. He ſeemed ſurprized at this meeting 
inimediately recollected his features, and roſe to ſaluuf 
him—he returned the ſalute in a very polite mannes 1 N 
and ſeating himſelf on our fide, informed us in a whil.* 
per, that he had juſt arrived in town. My, wife an 1 
he began a whiſpering dialogue; the ſubject of which F 
was on her part, an enquiry about the people in Ox 
| tordlhire., 


415% 
. 
& 

* 
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The 5 being ended, he very politely took leave | 
having previouſly received an invitation to pay us 


vilit the firſt opportunity, which he promiſed to obſerit 


| 


« Some ſhort time after, he paid the viſit; but as! : 
happened to be abroad, I was deprived of the oppor | 
-tunity of ſeeing him; which, I ſuppcſe, was no dila! 
pointment : For Thave every reaſon to think my wi 
entertained him to his ſatisfaQion.. 4 


It is probable I never ſhould have heard of tin 
viſit, had it not been for the following accident. HA 
ing received a letter from a gentleman of my. acquain lf \ 
© ance, in South- Audley ſtreet, which required an 11 
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mediate anſwer, I ſtepped into a coffee-houſe in St. 
BOS e to write one, and juſt as I had it ſealed, 
I obſerved a porter who had frequently carried letters 
for me, paſs the window; when I ordered the waiter 
W to call him in. When he came, I told him my buſineſs, 
$ which he {aid happened very luckily, as he then had a 
| letter for my lady, and as he muſt neceſſarily paſs 
Wrhrough South-Audley-ſtreet on his way to my houſe, 
could very handily 7 both nn at once. | 


- 


© 


« ] was inſtantly tempted, by ſome unaccountable im- 
pulſe, to open the letter which he had told me was for 
my wife, and requeſted him to let me ſee the ſuperſcrip- 
tion. He produced it; and when I found it was a 
man's hand writing, J felt ſo ſtrong an inclination to 
peruſe the contents, that I communicated my wiſh to 
the porter, —gave him a glaſs of wine, and promiſed 
him a guinea. This had the deſired effect he laid the 
letter on the table, and told me he would call in a 
quarter of an hour. | 


ce opened it carefully, and to my inexpreſſible hor- 
ror and amazement, read as follows: | 


R 


«CHARMING LOUIS A, 
J received, and read with infinite pleaſure, your 
« kind invitatim, and ſhall not fail to attend at the 
| ſtated period. We will then repeat thoſe ſweet em- 
We << braces which are to be experienced in your dear 
arms only. I have formed a plan, which appears 
* tome more ſecure, as well as more convenient than 


H 


18 ern 19 642k 


e the one we at ſirſt adofted 3 which-is to tarry of 
es our intrigue at the houſe ofafriend of mine, in whom | 
46 can confide, where we may meet as often as eaget 
#* fire can prompt, and enjoy the bliſs of each other's 

% company, without the leaft danger of a diſcovery. 
ee Send an anſwer by the bearer, and reſt aſſured of the 
te eternal love and attachment of C. -H.“ 


, % 


tc was ſo enraged at this indignity, that if either of 

"1 the objects of my revenge had been preſent, I ſhould Wal 
_— have ſacrificed them go my injured honor. 1 ſuppreſſed 7 : 
my rage, however, for that time, ſealed the infernal 

| | epiſtle, reſolving to have ample vengeance. The for- 
i fer returning, I gave him the guinea, and promiſed him 
Fre more, if he would let me ſee the anſwer, to which 
e readily, agreed, and told me he would meet me at 3 

the Horſe-Guards exactly at three o'clock. He de- 
parted and I knew not how to diſpoſe of myſelf until "Wt 
. His return; for this diſcovery had raiſed my reſentment "i 
=_ to ſuch a pitch, that I was unfit for company or con- . 
verſation. A hundred times I reproached myſelf for i 
breaking open the accurſed note; then a ſenſe of the 
injury IT had ſuffered, awakened all my indignation, 
and I was ſeveral times going home in order to pour 
i my vengeance on the head of my perfidious wife. 
1 | Tortured with ſuch reflections Beg wandered through the 
Pl Park—took a few turns acrgſs the parade till the clock 
Niruck three, The porter appeared in two minutes after. 


I retired into the paſſage leading to the treaſury: He 
Followed and delivered his charge to me—then retiring 
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yy paces, left me to diſcover the fulleſt Proof of my 

ife's perfidy. The occaſion and attention with aybich - 
WI peruſed it, made ſo deep an impreſſion on my mindy 
| 1 chat I think I can repeat it verbatim Twas da! ; 


© My DEAR 88 

c It affords me the higheſt fatisfaQon, to find that 
your love and attachment remain undiminiſhed, and 
art the ſame time, muſt aſſure you, that mine are no 
1 eſs fo——Yaur hint of a new plan for the more ſafe 

and convenient prgſecution of our amour, excites my 
ee curioſity to be acquainted with the particulars. L 
: * am willing to aſſent to any propoſal, that will en- 
4 ; 7 ſure us that uninterrupted, mutual bliſs, which only 
( ſuch lovers as ourſelves know how to enjoy. Don't 
j 5 fail to attend according to your promiſe; for reſt 
4 aſſured, I ſhall impatiently expect the happy ment, 
8 May fortune prove propitious to our wiſhes, _. 

' be Adieu. Lou 184. % 

1 4 ec Conceive, Mercutio, if you can, the ſituation of 
# my mind at that inſtant. I. never experienced ſuch a 
| ſcruggle between love and revenge before. I retired tp 
4 a tavern, where I ſealed the letter, and returned it to 
be porter. After enjoing him to the moſt profound 
"II Jah I paid Rum the promiſed teward, and he de- 
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bo- partner in guilt, with my own hand. My mind 
was ſo violently agitated for ſome hours, that I found it 
impoffible to form any reſolution. After taking a ſerious 
i retroſpea of che matter, I determined to go. home— 
behave as uſual, if poſhble—mark critically every cir- 


cumſtance, and from the reſult form my determination. 


Having ſettled this in my mind, I walked about till 
dufk, by which time I had pretty well compoſed myſelf, 
and then returned to my faithleſs wiſe; who, Judas 
Uke, received me with a kiſs. I was obliged to feign 
a light indiſpoſition, in order to avoid ſuſpicion, as 
well as to procure an opportunity to ſtifle my indigna- 
tion in ſilence, 


The next day I ſlaid at home till after five in the 
evening, and perceived as the evening approached, ſhe 
grew very uneaſy—ſrequently aſking me if I was in- 
py giſpoſec She alſo ꝑut me in mind of an aſſignation 
I had made, to meet ſome friends at White's that even- 
ing, and which I had abſolutely forgot. When ſhe 
mentioned this, I told her I would go. Accordingly 
I departed, apparently in a hurry. I walked down 
the ſtreet precipitately, and ſlipped into a tavern, 
poſted myſelf at a window which commande a full 
view of my houſe ; ſo that OT, could have enterel 
unperceived by me. 


© 


n I had not remained long, before I obſerve. a man 
in a ſcarlet cloak, knock at my door: He was admit- 
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W:2 inflantly ; and though I could not be certain "whe- 
er it was the mark I was aiming at or not, it being | 
een duſk ; yet determined I was to know who he was, 
his buſineſs there. <1? 


0 < Juſt as I got to my own door, I met one of my 
| # : 3 ſervants coming out: I aſked him if any company had 
%, come that evening. He ſeemed ſurprized, but replied, 
# ; the knew of none—adding, that Jenny (the chamber- 
aid) had let ſomebody in a few minutes ago, and on 
is aſking ber who it was, {aid it was her maſter. This 
4 = enough : I made no delay, but going- in, ſhut 
T4 Wreet door, locked it, and putting the key in my poc 
= e cautiouſly up Rs / 
: j 1.460 
ce liſtened a moment at the door, and heard enough - 
to convince me of my diſhonor. In a degree of rage 
bordering on madneſs, I burſt open the door! They 
vere on the bed: —I drew inſtantly, and calling him 
aſe villain—curſed traitor, with many other epithets / 
or the ſame kind, ordered him to riſe and defend him- / 
ſelf ; as I was determined to loſe my life or puniſh his 
perſidy with death. He roſe with apparent reluctance, 
and drew his ſword, which lay on the table, and put 
WE himſelf in a poſture of defence. After a few paſſes; IL 
WE left him for dead on the floor having run him quite 
WW through the body. Turning to my faithleſs wiſe, 
Madam, faid I, though you deſerve a ſimilar fate, yet IL 
we forbear the ſacrifice : Perhaps you can find ſome fub- 
pterfuge to vindicate * to the world ; but 
2 
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(Or O the n of that monitor. 

A ce Before I left the houſe; I ordered a fervant to go 
3 \ for a ſurgeon, that if the wretch kad any remains of 
'Y \ lite, he might be ſaved if po ſſible. Whether he lived 
vr died 1 know not. I went immediately to my fa- 
1 \ ther's, and i in as few words as the circumſtances would 
3 +> \ admit, informed him of the whole tranſaQion. He 
- - gas much alarmed, told me I had ated extremely 
wrong in committing ſuch a raſh and deſperate act: 


However, as the thing was done, and as it was abſo- 


Jutely neceſſary for me to diſappear ſpeedily, for ſome 
. time at leaſt, he immediately wrote a letter to the ad- 
miral, with whom he was intimately acquainted, re- 
_ =queſting him to appoint me to ſome poſt on board one 
of his majeſty's ſhips ; at the ſame time giving him 
ſiome hint of the cauſe of his making the requeſt. He 
ten gave me one thouſand guineas, and bank notes to 
3 5 four times that amount; to which he ſubjoined his 
\ bleſſing, with tears, as did alſo my honored mother: 
Both of them lamenting with me the fatal equi of the 


12a ens, be 


"FA . I inſtantly took horſe for Portſmouth, attended by 


a ſervant who is now on board. The admiral received 
me in a very polite and friendly manner; and when he 
bad read the letter, told me; he was very ſorry it was 
not in his power to ſupply me with any thing higher 


; ConſFience will not be impoſed on. I therefore leave 


_. fan a ſuſt lieutenancy, of a fifty gun ſhip, having no», 
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thing better in his gift ; but aſſured me of the firſt va- 
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'cancy. He then preſented me with the commiſſion 
immediately; and now, ſaid he, I will give you the 


orders for failing, as that fleet muſt ſail with the firſt fair 
wind. The ſecretary copied the orders, and the admi- 
ral, after ſealing, delivered them to me, together with 
a letter from the Captain. 


The wind being fair when I came on board, the 
captain, on reading the admiral's letter, hoiſted the 
ſignal for failing. What has taken place ſince, you 
know already. And now, you muſt confeſs, that 1 
have had no ſmall ſhare of misfortune—nevertheleſs, I 
endeavour to eradicate the impreſſions it has made in 
my mind; tis true, the refletion gave me much uneaſi- 
neſs for two or three days, but I find Ro quite eaſy 
and cheerful now.“ 


Our hero readily perceived, that the misfortunes 
which he had experienced, were by no means equal to 


_ thoſe of his friend. He highly commended Charles's 


reſolution of leaving his wife to the ſevere laſhes of her 
own conſcience, which, he obſerved, would probably 
be productive of better eſiects, than any corporal pun- 


n iſhment that could have been deſired, 


Nothing remarkable happened in the courſe of the 


voyage. They arrived at Quebec in May 17. After 
landing their troops, marines, proviſions, &c. Sir 
Guy Carlton gave orders for the ſhips to be cleared, 
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and repaired,if neceſſary, and to fail into a certain de- 
gree, and their cruize in order to intercept the French 


dect. They were ready to fail in fixtcen days. Their 


% 
o 
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force conſiſted of two fifty gun ſhips, and three frigates, 
all well manued and fit for either oſlence or defence, _ 


The captain of the Manheim, of fifty gune, dying at 
Quebec, Charles was appointed to the command.; in 
conſequence, our hero left the Ifis, and accompanied 
bis friend. 


be period was approaching, in which our twe 
friends were to be once more ſeparated :—The thick 
and gloomy clouds of adverſity were already collected, 
ſuſpended over, and ready to burſt on the Britiſh na- 
tion. Fortune had laviſhed her favors profuſely on the 
King of England; but the meaſure of his iniquity, be- 
ing full to the brim, the goddeſs took offence at the ar- 


hitrary proceedings of the imperious monarch, in con- 


Junction -with Bute, North, Sandwich, and ſeveral 


others of the ſame ſtamp, and was determined to bum- 


ble their arrogance, by taking into her proteQion the 
oppreſſed, much injured Americans, whoſe deſtruction 
was meditated, and every meaſure that appeared likely 

to effect it, adopted in London, for no other reaſon _ 
than that they would not tamely ſubmit to be pong 
_ the fruits of their virtuous labour. | 


This 8 turn af affairs reanimated the fainting 


Americans, who laboured under every diſadvantage 


but want of bread, courage, and a good General, 


\ . 


- 
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In England it had a different eſſect. The King and 
his ſycophantic train were utterly confounded ; for they 
had never dreamt of reſiſtance in America. They ex- 
pected implicit obedience to their commands and de- 
mands, however tyrannical or unjuſt. But the ſequel 
-demonſtrated their miſtake ; and had ſo remarkable an 
eſſect on George, that he became inſane, and it is doubt- 
ful whether he is yet rational or not. 

| 1 

This fleet had not cruized long before they diſcovered 
five French and two Spaniſh ſhips of. war, bearing 
down with crowded canvas: The two latter were in 
the ſervice of France. A council of war was immedi- 
ately called on board the Iſis, wherein it was determin- 
ed to attack the French (they were all under French 
colours) as ſoon as ever they came within gun-ſhot. 
Accordingly, the neceſſary diſpoſitions being made, the 
two large ſhips bore up in front, in order to ſuſtain the 
firſt ſhock of the enemy's fire. The frigates at the ſame 
time dropt aſtern, with orders to act as opportunity or 
neceſſity might require. Every man ſtood at his ſtation, 
with his eye fixed attentively on the approaching enemy 
—not a whiſper could be heard on board. The fleets 
advanced to the conflict, with filent rapid motion. 
. What an awful ſituation ! where thouſands of human 
beings ſtand on the very verge of eternity ! ſtand ready 
to diſcharge the dreadful meſſengers of death among 
their fellow-creatures ! Surrounded by the Cevouring 
ocean: Dreadful abyſs ! ſhocking idea! | 
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Tue French 1 callPd to the captain of the 
Fee Bxike, other wiſe to expe no quarter. He an- 'S 
ſwered, that he wiſhed for no quarter, and that if he in- 
te6ded to capture che Engliſb fleet, he muſt Vill him : 
firſt, for he was determined never to ſurrender while he 

had a living man on board. He had no ſooner pro- 

 .  mBoungced theſe words, than he gave orders to pour in a 

broadſide, which was performed with alacrity, and re- 
turned no leſs vigorouſſy. The fight ſoon became ge- 
meral. Chain, grape and langridge, flew like hail. 
foaming {urface of the ocean, which, from the moſt 
heauteous green, was converted to a crimſon hue. 


The Britiſh tars, it muſt be acknowledged, foughe 
Wich unpardlleled brayery. Pity it had nat been in a 
better cauſe. One of the Engliſh frigates taking advan- 
tage of the ſmoke to leeward, ran under the ſtern of a 
French ſhip of ninety guns, poured in a heavy broag- 
fide; which raked her fore and aft, and ſet ber on fire, » 
_ which was never extinguiſhed till the was burnt down 1 
to che water. The frigate ware as ſhe diſcharged the » 
broadſide, and recovered her poſition wighaut 3 ipjury or 7 
| _— . Be 555 
rl 
Je at that inſtant, a tyvo and forty rounder tene - 
ad the Blenheim, between wind and water, and 
was on the point of Sinking beſore the Jeak was Ciſco- 
! vered—all hands were employed in repelling the com- 
mon enemy, and thereſore paid no attention to auy 
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tung elle. At the ſame inſtant, the brave commander | 
of the Ilis was deprived of his head and eight hand by x 
chain-ſhot. Before there could be any ſtop put to the 
teak, the Blenheim ſank, having three hundred and fiſty 

men on board. Mercutio and Charles were on the 
quarter-deck when it went down: The principle of ſelf- 
preſervation prompted the ſormer to ſeize a large hen- 

coop, which had worked loofe, by ſome means, fo that 

where the.ſhip ſunk, it bore him up, a 


After having been toſſed about for ſome time, in tho 
miuſt of this dire conflict, he, with nine of his ſhip- 
mates, was taken into a boat belonging to one of the 


Spaniſh ſhips, immediately conveyed on board wo 
Band- cufſed two and two. 


They had fcarcely got on board, when one of the 
French ſhips blew up—and while a fecond ſhared a 
ſi milar fate with the Blenkeim, the fierceſt flames de- 
voured the fails, rigging, and hull of a third. The 
exploſion was dreadful ;z and a more horrid ſcene was 
never deſcribed. Legs, arms, heads, whole bodies, 
blood and brains, were hurled in the air, in awful con- 
fuſion. The diflraQted French ſailors were ſeen jump. 
ing into the fea, to eſcape the more excruciating tor- 
ments of being conſumed by fire. The flames having 
communicated to another of the French ſhips, which 
encreaſed the horror of the ſcene. The two ſurviving 
ſhips took to precipitate flight. The Engliſh made a 
feint of purſuit, but being in a ſhattered condition, gave 


* — 
= 


96 FoRTUNE'S FOOT-BALf. 


4 eat ſhout, accompanied with three ties three 
| cheers, hove about and let them go. On their return, 
they took up ſeveral of the miſerable wretches that 
had eſcaped the flames, and ſome few who had eſ- 
| eaped from ſinking with the Blenheim. | 
The French commander ſteered away for Breſt, and 
preſſed the Spanĩard to acc ompany him; but he abſo- 
lutely refuſed—ſo bore away for Bilboa, a ri ch ſeax ort 
in Spain. On their arrival, Mercutio, with bis ſellow- 
. Priſoners, were confined in a noiſome dungeon , with- 
out light or freſh air; the damp ground for their com- 
mon bed, and a very ſcanty allowance of courſe, . bread 
and water, for their ſubliſtence. In this deplorable - 
fituation, they remained for the ſpace of three months, 
in which time fix of the unhappy captives expired; for 
the horrid ſtench of their own ordure, which was never 
removed during their confinement, added to their want 
of food and freſh air, introduced a malignant diſeaſe 
among them, under which, thoſe attacked by it, lin- 
gered in extreme torture, about three days, and then 
expired. The wretched ſurvivors, envied their de- 
__ parting fellow-ſufferers, and earneſily invoked the 
powers of heaven to haſten their diffolution—their 
bolies were ſo emaciated by the combined force of 
grief, want and diſeaſe, that they reſembled ſkeletons 
more than living men. Mercutio, however, in ſi ite of all 
. theſe, ſuſſered nothing more than want of liberty and 
food ; for his appetite ſtill remained, and although re- 
duced almoſt to nothing, was ſtill healthy. 
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11 happened, fortunately for our hero, that a Spaniſh 
nobleman having heard of the priſoners, made applica- 
tion to the chief magiſtrate for leave to ſend them to 
his villa, in order to aſſiſt at digging a canal, which was 


already begun,through an extenſive park, where a num- 


ber of labourers where then at work. - 


» 
The nobleman obtained his requeſt, on certain con- 
ditions, and diſpatched a domeſtic with the magiltrate's 
order to releaſe them. When they were brought 
out, and their chains taken of, they concluded, 
tiey were going to be put to death. True it is, 
death never received a more hearty welcome, than 
theſe men would have given him. However, this was 
not the caſe, they were conduQed immediately to the 
villa, whither the nobleman had already gone. When 
he was apprize of their arrival, he ordered them to be 
brought before him. 


He was aſtoniſhed at their appearance, and expreſſ- 
ed much indignation at the treatment they had received, 
generouſly commiſerated their misfortunes, and imme- 


diately conman led plenty of good food to be given 


them, after forcing them to drink a large glaſs of u wine, 
each in his preſence. IIis orders were pundlually 


obeyed, and two of the poor creatures inſtantly fell 


victims to the gratification of their raging appetites : 
They expired in ſtrong convulſions, while Mercutio 
and the otter wretched furvivor, remained inſenſble 
for ſeveral hours. The nobleman, however, whole 
name was Don Diego de Guzman, ſent for a phyſician, 


1 
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en in a few days, by the application of Katy! me- 
dicine, and nouriſhing, though ſimple food, reſtored 


em to perfed health. After being ſhaved, waſhed, and 
putting on clean linen, they began to wear the aſpedts 


of men again; but were ſtill weak. 


They were ſent in company with ſeveral other: la- 
Horers to digging the canal; here, though they eat their 
. food by the ſweat of their brow, yet, having plenty that 
was good, with a quart of wine each man per day, they 


F recovered ſtrength ſurprizingly, and began to experi- 
,ence much ſatisfaQtion.. Mercutio, had he not been 


greatly affected with the idea of the death of Charles, 


would probably have been tolerably happy; for having 


experienced ſo many turns of fortune, he had become 
zn ſome meaſure, habituated to croſſes and diſappoint- 
ment, and therefore, though his ſituation, at that time, 


was by no means a deſirable one; yet it eſſectually ſe- 
tured him from the attacks of envy, and from falling 


into thoſe exceſles to which young men are expoſed 3 
-the ellects of which, are galling remorſe, tormenting 
reflections, and wery frequently, infamy. He therefore, 
in gratitudle, returned thanks to the Supreme Diſ- 
poſer of every event, for the meaſure of contentment 
he fill poſſeſſed, in the enjoyment of ſound and unin- 


£ W health and increaſing vigour.. 


Don Diego 3 devoted ſeven or eight hours 5 | 
each day in viewing the work and in giving directions: 
Though a native of old Spain, and immenſely rich, 
yet he was neither indolent nor imperious 3 but com- 
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2 8 
Pletely affable and generous; in a word, ſympathy and 
benevolence characterized that noble 8 paniard. He 

had fludied the features, air, and behaviour of Mercus 
tio for ſome time, with the moſt acute attention, 82 
rightly judging he was of no vulgar extraction, re- e 

. Tered to queſtion him on the ſubject. Accordingly, 

one day he ordered Mercutio to follow him, ' with nis 

mattock, as if to do ſomething that had been negled- 
ed. Having taking him out of the light of his fellow 
labourers, he made him a number of queſtions ; ſuck 

Ws where he was born? how he came to be captured * 

. The anſwer he received proved ſo fatisfaQory 

to 1 Don, that he began to entertain a very high opi- 

nion of our hero O merit, and, after a pauſe of fome 
minutes, he aſked him if his liberty could be procured, 

whether he would be willing to ſtay and ſettle in 8 pain E 
Mercutio did not refuſe ; 3 his anſwer however, * 


Svnive. He well knew that, being at irberty,, a deure oe 
returning to his native country would inevitably preda= 

minate. He therefore framed his anfwer accordingly, 
and, from the ſucceeding circumſtances, we may juit- 
1y infer that the old Dom took for granted that he 4 1 

tended. to lay. 


Don Diego told him to go to his werk, and leſt 
him. After the labours of the day were ended, a ſe- 
male domeſtic came to Mercutio and deſired him to 
follow her. He complied, and ſhe conducted him in- 
to an apartment he had never ſeen before; and, af 
ter deliring bim to fit, retire l. He had not been long, 


\ 
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there beſore Don: Diego made his appearance; andy 
preventing, our hero n ring, ſat down by him. 


7 


"Mercurio, aid he, ever ſince I firſt beheld you, I 
have entertained a prepoſſeſſion in your favour : I 
Fa that prepoſſeſhon has not been unjuſtly founded. 
Your behaviour in the inferior ſtation to which you 
Fare unfortunately been reduced, with the candid ac- 
gount you have given me of your misfortunes, con- 
firms me in the good opinion I had conceived of yor, 
and all theſe circumſtances have concurred' to deter- 
Hine me to ſet you at liberty. To convince you of 
the ſincerity of my profeſſions, (here he rang a bell 
and a ſervant entered bearing a bundle, which he deli- 
vered to his maſter and departed) take this, ſaid he, 
and with it your liberty, preſenting the bundle, which 


contained a rich Spaniſh habit, embroidered; and 


though I propoſed in our converſation to day, your 
ſtaying in Spain, I did not intend to make that the 
Condition of your liberty; as that would be only en- 


| larging the place of your confinement. No, I have 


procured” your liberty, and intend you ſhall enjoy it in 
its moſt extenſive latitude. - You are at liberty to go 
when and where you pleaſe. If you chooſe to remain 
Jome time inSpain, my houſe and my purſe are at 


Four fervice., © * 


Such a ſuperior diſplay of generoſity in an utter 
ranger, almoſt petrified our hero with aſtoniſhment : 


He remained ſilent ſor ſome time. At length he ex- 
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elaimed, thanks to Heaven! Thanks to the generous, . 
the benevolent Guzman ! May that power who in- 
ſpired you with theſe exalted ſentiments, ſhower down 
his choiceſt bleſſings on you, and your pollerity, 
May his mercy be liberally extended to you and them, 
as you have extended yours to me, exceeding my moſt 
ſanguine wiſhes ! Command my life! It's at your ſer- 
vice—there is no injunction, conſiſtent with religion 
and honour, you are capable of laying on me, that 
I can, or will, refuſe to my generous deliverer—here 
he was interrupted by the Don. Mercutio, ſaid he, 
J am already more than recompenced in the real plea- 
ſure I derived from a conſciouſneſs of having, in this 
inſtance, performed my duty. It argues a ſordid, con- 
trated mind, ſuch as I hope the natives of Spain are 
frangers to, to confer a favour in hopes of retalia- 
tion: So I deſire whatever thanks the effuſions of 
your gratitude may inſpire, may be directed to that 
Fountain of benevolence, who has commanded us to love 
one another, and who graciouſly inforced the preceſt 
by his own glorious example.—You will ſup with me 
to night, and if you would oblige me, diveſt yourſelf 
of all reſtraint ; treating me in all reſpects as if we 
were ſons of the ſame father. To-morrow I will 
give you a more convinciug proof of my eſteem: 
Which is greater, perhaps, than you expect. Thus 
this diſintereſted Spaniard ſuppreſſed the ardent ac- 
knowledgments which our hero was about to make, 
and which all mankind would allow him as juſtly his 


due: Deſiring nothing but an approving coulcience, 
2 
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and wiſhing to aſcribe all the merit of the aQion to the 
Author of all good. He then introduced our hero to 
» Donna Belvidera, his wife, a perſon of conſummate 
beauty and good ſenſe, by whom he was treated with 
all imaginable reſpect. The Don had two daughters, 
who were accounted beauties, but they never appear- 
ed before Mercutio unveiled. After one month's re- 
Adence there, no opportunity offering of procuring a 
paſſage to England, he reſolved to take the adyantage 
of the Don's proſſer, and, having an inclination to go 


| 10 Barcelona the capital of Catalonia, noted for its 


trade, riches and beauty, informed him of his in- 
tention. He inſtantly acquieſced, and, taking him in- 
to his cloſet, unlocked his bureau and taking out a 
a purſe containing 200 johannes, preſented them to 
bim, ſaying, I infiſt on your acceptance of this trifle, 
as a farther token of my eſteem for you: It may per- 
haps be ſerviceable to you in your tour, in which I 
heartily wiſh you genuine ſatisfaction: Barcelona is 
a beautiful city, and one of the richeſt in the Spaniſh 
dominions. I ſhall expect to hear from you in the 
courſe of two months, for you may reſt aſſured I ara 
much intereſted in your welfare; and ſhall take a 
pleaſure in bearing of your kealth and proſperity, 


Our kero was about to make a proper acknowledg- 
ment for this and every other favor he had received at 
his hands, but was prevented by the Don's begging to 
be excuſed for that time, as he was obliged to meet 
fome gentlemen on an important occaſion, , This put 


» 
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an end to to the conference, and Mercutio began to 
prepare for his intended journey. Having precured 
a good horfe, and being properly equipped, he took 
leave of the old Don and his Jady, who did not part 
without regret, and ſet forward attended by a hired ſer- 
vant, mounted on a mule, a beaſt more frequently made 
uſe of there than a horſe. 


He made no delay, but kept ſteadily forward until 
he arrived at Barcelona, where he lodged ſome days at 
an inn, until he could procure accommodation in a pri- 
tate houſe, which beſt ſuited his diſſ oſition. He went 


| one day into a jeweller*s ſhop, to look at ſome trinkets, 


as well as to enquire for a convenient lodging ; and after 


.. Jome diſcourſe with the jeweller, who was a very jo- 


cular perſon, and ſpoke tolerable Engliſh, received an 
invitation to dine. He accepted the invitation, and 
was conducted to an elegant back apartment, where his 
wife and ſour fine children were fitting. When the 
lady was informed that our hero was from London, 
ſhe roſe and gave him a very cordial reception, as ſhe 
was a native of that city herſelf, Their converſation 
became general till dinner was ſerved up. They in- 
formed Mercutio, that they were married in London, 
and had lived and carried on buſineſs near three years ; 
but the father of the jeweller dying, he was obliged to 
return to Barcelona, to ſettle his affairs and take poſ- 
ſeſſion of the eſtate. Thie jeweller fther informed 
him, that he reſided four years in London prior to his 
Marriage, in which time he lad embraced the Proteflant 
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faith, and added, that he was determined to return fe 
that city, as. ſoon as the war with America was at an 
end; as he found it very difficult to diſguiſe his religi- 
ous ſentiments, though he uſed the utmoſt precaution 
for that purpoſe—which line of conduct he e 
our hero to purſue as he valued his life, 


He ſpent the evening with his new acquired friends, 
much to his ſatisfaction; and as they had a couple of 
rooms unoccupied, Mercutio hired them for himſelf 
and ſervant. He teok leave late in the evening, and 
the next morning, diſcharged his reckoning at the inn, 
and after providing for the accommodation of his cattle, 
removed to his new lodging. 

Here he began again to taſte the ſweets of ſociety z 
his hoſt and hoſteſs being perfectly frank, ſocial and 
generous, which rendered his fituation very comforta- 
ble—his kind country-woman propoſed aſeparate table 
for him ; but he requeſted as a favor, to be permitted 
to eat and drink with her and her huſband. This 
was agreed on, and they enjoyed much ſatisfaction in 
the ſociety of each other. During his reſidence at this 
. place, he viſited every place of polite entertainment and 
reſort in that beautiful and opulent city, by which 
means he contracted an acquaintance with ſeveral 
young Spaniards of diſtinction; ſome of whom pro- 
feſſe1 a very great friendſhip for him; but among all 
thoſe, none had ſo great a ſhare of the efteem of our 
hero, as Don Alonzo, a young Caſtilian nobleman, 
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Who inherited the moſt happy diſpoſition : To a very 
regular ſet of features, and genteel ſhape, he added an 
agreeable and graceful deportment—h:s judgment was 
found, and his -converſation animating, modeſt and 
pleaſing. He had juſt arrived at Barcelona, after a 
refidence of two whole years in the capital of France, 
that mart of vivacity and politeneſs, ſo that he retained 
none of that imperious ftiineſs of a Spaniard—neither 
had he acquired the extreme volatility which characler- 


izes the French : but that happy medium, which ren- - 


dered his POPE very deſirable. 


Alonzo profeſſed every ſentiment of reſpe for our 
kero, who fell nothing ſhort, ſo that in a little time a 
reciprocal attachment took place between them, which 
rendered their walks, recreations, and intereſts of every 
Kind inſeparable. 


Alonzo had a very extenſive acquaintance, to whom 


at different times, he introduced Mercutio as a reſpect- 


ed friend ; by which means, he became, as it were, 
naturalized ;—and as he ſpoke the Spaniſſi language 
fluently, his company was courted by all the moſt no- 
ble Spaniards in Barcelona, 


Our hero with his friend Alonzo, and ſeveral other 
perſons of diſtinction, made an appointment to divert 
themſelves in chafing the wild-boar, a kind of exerciſe 
common in that country. The company met accord- 
zag to appointment, and ſet forward in high ſpirits te 


che chace. The dogs beat the low grounds for ſome, 
time, and at length rouſed an amazing large boar. 


oyer a ſharp ridge of a rock, by which he diſmounted 
bis rider, though an excellent horſeman. This unluckx 
accident put ar. end to the ſport, and threw the reſſ 
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| The foaming beaſt took to ay, adjacent mountain, 
and aſcended it ſwiftly. They purſued him vigorouſly 
over the ſame ; but on deſcending the other fide, which 
was very ſteep and craggy, Mercutio's horſe was ſtung 
To ſeverely by a tarantula, that he bounded ſuddenly 


of the company in the utmoſt conſternation. Every 
one diſmounted inſtantly, and ran to his aſſiſtance. On 


examining, they found his right arm broke, and his 


ſboulder diflocated. Alonzo mounted his horſe and 
ran, or rather flew to a {mall village, which lay conti- 


+ guous to the foot of the mountain, for. a ſurgeon, wha 


dwelt there, and begging his attendance immediately, 


went out and procured a horſe for him, in order to acce- 


* erate his ſpeed, which he had brought to the door juſt 


; 
s the ſurgeon had his dreſſings and implements read 3 
hey ſoon arrived at the ſpot where he was lying ia 1 
extreme pain. Alonzo immediately gave him a 


1 


3 


large glaſs of cordial, which greatly revived his 
ſpirits. The ſurgeon then got him removed to a 
convenient place, and ordered a palanquin to be ſent 
for immediately, to convey him to the neareſt houſe, 
where accommodation could be procured, after the 


opperation of ſetting was performed. Mercutio's ſer- 


vant was diſpatched on this buſineſs inſtantly, as there 
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father, whoſe name was Don Ferdinando de n 
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was not one to be had nearer than Barcelona, which 
was full ſeven Engliſh miles. 


The ſurgeon ,who was eminent in his proſeſſion, hav- 
ing examined, ſet, and bound up his arm and ſlioulder in 
an e xceeding tender manner, told him he need not be un- 
der any apprehenſi on, as he would pledge his life for 


the performance of the cure in the ſpace of four weeks, 
with God's aſſiſtance, if he followed his directions. 
The young gentleman, ſaid he, turning to the companys 


muſt be carefully removed to ſome houſe as near ds 
poſſible. A young Spaniard, one of the company, 


whoſe father's feat lay but a ſmall diftance from the 
mountain, propoſed his being removed thither, where, 
he obſerved, he ſhould be carefully attended, until his 
eure ſhould be efſeted. Mercutio, who by this time, 
was conſiderably relieved from his | ain, returned him 


thanks for his kindneſs ; but aſked the ſurgeon, if he 


might not be removed to Barcelona, without danger, 


and being anſwered in the negative, gratefully accepted 
the oſſer. | 


The ſervant having exerted all his ſpeed, ſoon return- 


| ed, followed by a couple of brawny fellows, bearing a 


palanquin „ in which Mercutio was immediately laced, 
in an eaſy poſition, and conveyed to the gentleman's 
houſe. The ſon having ro.'e on before to inform his 


of the accident 
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The old gentleman met the reſt of the company av 
the gate, gave them a cordial welcome, ſaid he was 
forry for the unfortuate interruption in their amuſe- 
ment, and that nothing ſhould be deficient on his. part 
to rendes the time of the young gentleman's ſlay in his 
houſe, as eaſy and agreeable as poſſible. 


Mercutio was taken out of the palanquin and put to 
bed, and the ſurgeon having deſired him to be compoſed, 
till the morning, took his leave, as did alſo the reſt af 
the company, except Alonzo, who did not leave the 


bouſe that night. 


Our hero was bleſſed with a good night's reſt : IIIs 
friend Alonzo had been twice at his bed-lide in the 
morning before he awoke—the third time finding him 
awake, eagerly enquired how he had reſted, He an- 
ſwered, that he had never reſted better in his life; add- 
ing that he had not felt the leaſt pain, ſince he ha laid 


down. 


The ſurg-on appearing ſoon. after, dreſſed his ſhoult- 
der, but did not open the bandage of lis arm, ſaying he 
woul.l let it remain till the evening of the enſuing day; 
and aſſured him, if he kept himſelf full, he was not 
afraid but he ſhould be able to perfect the cure in fiſteen 
days. | 


Alonzo ſat with him the greateſt part of that day : 


In the afternoon he took leave, with a promiſe to ſee 


* 
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| fm early next morning, Mercutio parted with him 
reluctantly, as he was not intimately acquainted with 
young de Caſtigni. However, he did not wart for 
company in Alonzo's abſence; for the old Don and his 
fon, ſat with him, until they conceived it time for him 
to repoſe. : 
Not a day paſſed that he had not two or three of his 
friends to viſit him. In ſhort he was as well attended, 
during the three weeks that It was under the ſurgeon's 
hands, as he could poſlibly have been in England. 
His arm was reftored to its proper ſhape and vigour, 
for which he liberally rewarded his ſur gas | 


As Gow as he was able to leave his chamber, he 
made an apology to the old Don and his lady, for the 
trouble his unlucky fall had made in their houſe, and 
at the ſame time returning his moſt unfeigned thanks 
for the generous and polite attention he had received 
during the time he had reſided with them. Don de 
Caſtigini prevented him from proceeding any further, 
by ſaying, Come, come, Sir, I requeſt you will ſay 
no more on this ſubjet—humanity is a duty incumbent 
on every perſon who profeſſes chriſtianity z to have 
done leſs, for a perſon in the fituation you were when 
firſt introduced here, would have diſcloſed avery callous 
heart; an unchriſtian- like diſpoſition, „that would diſ- 
grace a Heathen, and conſequently beneath a Chriſtian. 
But, however, as I ſee you are deſirous of making a 


fuitable return for the little ſervice you have received. <= 


K 


yot refuſe els e 


rene s reer 


in my; houſe, I will n you an opportunity of 


diſplaying your, gratitude, to advantage.” Make your 


own, conditions, replied Mergutio, and you ſhall ſee 
vith what willingneſs, L will hazard my life, if re» 
Yuired, in the, ſervice. of my generqus, and kind 
bene factor. Well then,” rejoined the Don, „ the 
condition is this: That you will favor us with your 


_ company fourteen days at leaſt, This is all I aſk, and 


after your profeſſions of gratitude, „I expect you will 


* 


N To this he . n 
troduced him to his three daughters, whom he had ne- 


ver before ſeen. They were all beautiful, and each of 


them attired in a rich Spaniſh undreſs, of , blue fatin, 
ſpangled with filver. "Tie two eldeſi were a little in- 
clined to brown, though beautifully featured; but the 
youngeſt poſſeſſed all the beauty that could Foſſibly be 
comprized in one woman. They dropt their veils when | 
Mercutio entered the apartment with their father; 
but he ordered them to unveil, and conyerle without 


g reſerve, as though no ſtranger was preſent. They o- 


beyed, and the effect of ſuch a ſudden blaze of beau- 


; ty, flaſhing all at once on our hero, greatly embarraſſed 


him: However, he advanced to ſalute them, and 
they Met him with congratulations on his recovery. 
He returned their compliments in a very N by 


| coming Net 


— 


They had juſt fred themſelves „ when OH and 
young Ferdinando entered. After mutual ſalutations 
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401 Congratulations Had paſſed between them, they en- 
tered into an ànimate ] ſtrain of converſation, where. 


in be young ladies bore a diſtinguiſhed part. The 


Agreeable and pertinent remarks which, with the moſt 


engaging modeſty they "expreſſed, afforded Mercutio 


the moſt ſuperior ſatisfaction. Donna Iſabella, the 
youngeſt daughter, whoſe perſonal charms were, 
though matchleſs, totally eclipſed by the real and more 
laſting beauties of her mind, made tin impreſſion on 
the heart of our hero, not eafily deſcribed; To the 
moſt happy turn of wit, ſhe united the ſweeteſt tem- 
per, and the moſt critical propriety of ſpeech: All 


thieſe amiable qualifications rendered her converſation 


delighting. ”T'was this captivated Mercutio. When 
Iſabella took any part in the converſation, he was 
in extacy ; with the moſt profound attention hie liſten- 
ed to the enchanting accents ſhe pronounced, and 
when ſhe ceaſed to ſpeak, preſerved his attentive at- 
titude, as if petrified with pleaſure. by the raviſhing 
ſound. 

A collation: was ſerved up, conſiſting of the lux 
ries of Europe; which was followed by a deſert of the 


choiceſt viands of Spain, and the evening was ſpent 


in the moſt undiſſembled mirth and hilarity; Don 


Ferdinando himſelf being a very ſocial perſon, his 
frank and affable behaviour conſiderably augmented 
the ſatisfaction of the whole company. 
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| The next day, our hero wrote to his friend and — 
nelacdor, Don Guzman, at Bilboa: His letter contain 
ed a moſſ grateful acknowledgnient of the obligations 


he lay under to him an account of the accident he 


had met with, and his recovery, and concluded with a 
Promiſe to ſee him in a ſhort time, vas determined 
ts ſet out for W e * een 

2 2707 * 2 


8 "Though Mevcutio * iotendedteo fulfil * pro- 


miſe in its fulleſt extent, yet he ſoon found (what he 
might be ſuppoſed to have heen well acquainted with 


before) that nothing earthly is entitled to our confi- 
_ cence; but that all our actions are guided by an in- 


xilible power; and that however flattering gur ſuture 


Proſpect may appear to our partial ſigbt. or however 
near, yet the clouds of diſappointment and adverſity, 
which are driven about by the uncertain gales of for- 


tune, may intervene and deprive. us of the glittering 
Thantem, if not forever, at leaſt for. a ſeaſon, 


- 


It was with the utmoſt reluctance. that Don Ferdi- 


nando and his family permitted our hero to depatt, af- 
ter a ſtay of twenty four days, nor then, without the 


moſt preſſing invitations: to pay them another vile 


© ſhortly. A ſtrict regard to truth conſtrained him to in- 
form them of his intention of leaving Spain very ſoon 


This information bad a remarkable eſſect on the coun- 


tenance of Donna Iſabella. Mercutio, However, in 
compliance with the requeſt of the whole family, 85 
Tiled to pay them a parting viſs. 


* 
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Tie countenafce of Iſabella reſumed its Worte 
| Ferenity, and they took a cheerſul and friendly leave 
of each other; he returned to Barcelona, accompanied 
By Alonzo and young Ferdinando. His kind koft and his 
wife were happy in ſeeing him ſafe again, and, in teſ- 
timony of the pleaſure they derived from his return, 
devoted the day to mirth and good cheer: "The only 
thing that occurred to damp their joy, was the reflec- 
tion of ſo ſoon parting with Mercutio : However, 
they ſpent the day very agreeably. In tlie evening, 
Alonzo and his friend took' an affectionate leave of 
our hero, and his hoft, and departed. Mercutio hav- 
ing retired to his apartment, began to reflect or the 
long ſeries of adventures he had run through ſince his 
departure from his native country, which appeared 
like a chaſm in his life : The reſult was, he reſolved to 
ſtay about one week longer in Barcelona, take leave 
of his friends there, and return to Bilboa, Where he 
intended to take ſhipping for England, But alas, how 
vain are the reſolutions of man! When the idea of 
taking leave of Caſtigni's family preſented itſeff, the 
+ image of the charming Iſabella, arrayed in all the 
charms peculiar to innocence, youth, and beauty, diſ- 
ſolving in tears at the ſeparation, accompanied it. 
However, as he ſuppoſetl his heart was entirely diſen- 
gaged, he perfiſted in his reſolution, and under this 
impreſſion - endeavoured to compoſe himſelf to reſt, 
but in vain, the pleaſing phantom was ſtill viſible to the 
eye of his imagination; all his reflections ſerved but 
to increaſe his perplexity; nor could he ſleep until Au- 
| K 2 
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# roa had coves the orienta] clouds with freaks * * 


the deepeſt crimſon; then the God of fleep gently | 


4 ih advanced, and ſpreading his downy pinions over. 


him, lulled him into a pleaſing lumber, where 


| we will leave him to his repoſe, and as Iſabella is ſoon, 


to be introduced, as a principal character, we wile en- 
it Ae how n, night, | 
We find, from * own. confeſſion, os ſhe raſſed 
that night in no leſs perplexity than Mercutio. When 
e anticipated the fatal, approaching day which was 
to. ſeparate her from him ſor ever, her tender boſom 
{yelled with fighs ; and ſhe wet her pitow with her 
L _ tears, Oh! ſhe would exclaim, how: unhappy am I! 
1 Though I enjoy all the advantages of birth, fortune, 
and education, yet my prophetic ſoul forbodes my future 
miſery. L-love Mercutio, yet he is ignorant of it ! What 
then ? Perhaps if he was convinced of the love 


| 2 hear. him, he would not have it in his power to 


ate me from the wretchedneſs which awaits , 
me, ox which. would complete my*miſery. Perhaps - 


” - ſome Engliſh beauty is now impatientiy waiting his 


return, to crown her happineſs by fulfilling the ten- 
dex engagements he entered into, when they parted. . 
And yet, my eyes deceived me, or I obſerved ſomething _ 
like embarraſſment in his countenance today, at parting, ., 
But what will that avail me? It may be, if unen- 


gaged . elſewhere, he has become enamoured with 


one of my fifters ;—There ruin ſtares me in the 
. - face. . 4 Would to heaven IIs apguainged vn 
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is ſentiments 3 my heart tells me he is fincere,-and, 


I am not, miſtaken, would . diſcloſe his ſentiments. 


en this ſubject, if I could find means to propoſe the 
queſtion to him. But why ſhould I wiſh to know 


her waking ideas paſſed in review before her while 
fleeping, ſo that ſhe. aroſe without refreſhment c or 4 
termination. But to return. 

Mercutio . without that tranquillity of mind 
with which be had been bleſt for a conſiderable : 


time before. He concealed his uneaſineſs from 


his kind hoſt and lady during the time they fat. 


at breakfaſt ; and afterwards dreſt, and walked out 
to one of thoſe delightful gardens which are 


" adorned with all the beauties of nature and of art, 


and are fitted for the entertainment and reception of 
perſons of quality only. He walked about, muſing 
on the viſion of the preceding night, for ſome time. 
He reflected that the paſſion which he had conceived 


was as yet but in embryo, and might be easy eradi- 


cated. Beſides he had no foundation to build his hope + 


on, if he ſhould cheriſh it. When he conſidered the diſ- 


appointments and dangers he had already experienced, 
the loſſes he had ſuſtained, and the depths of miſery + _ 
to which he had been reduced, in conſequence of his 


paſt amours, he reſolved to abandon an enterprize 


which appeared to be fraught with hazard and mani- - 
E difliculty. He became cheerful. again, and. de- 


what perhaps would plunge me into the depths of 
deſpair? Sleep at length overpowered her; but all. 
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terinine# to leave” Barcelona, in a very: few days. Ao 
dinner he communicated his intention to his hoſt; 
without che leaſt Hint of the reaſcn of fo pregipitate 
# retreati He diſpatched his ſervant; in the ing, 
to Don Ferdinando's, to: inform the family that, if 
agreeable'he would do himſelf the horiour to pay them 
aviſit early in the ſucceeding day. His meſfage was 
reveived. with pleaſure by the whole family; eſpecially 
by Iſabella. 


mn the morning he ſet out, on horſe back; attend- 

ed by a ſervant. He was received with the ſame 
degree of kindneſs, which he had uniformly expe- 
rienced in that'family. Though he was treated as uſual, 


1 yet he perceived that the apparent cheerfulneſs of the 


-" Whole family was only the eſſect of his preſence: 
He perceived ſore latent grief in the ir countenances, 
ſtruggling to conceal itſelf from his obſervation ? 
Phe day, however, was ſpent very agreeably: A na- 
tural effec of the ſociety of perſons of refined and 
generous ſentiments. In the evening our hero inform- 
ae them of his intention of ſetting out for Bilboa in 
|  threedays, at fartheſt. This information had an inſtan- 
[ taneous and viſible eſſect on Jſabella ;- (perhaps to Mer- 
cutid only: ) ſhe withdrew, but returned ſhortly, more 


| _ Cheerful, apparently, than ſhe had been chat day. The 


moment of departure Was procraſtinated until a very 
late. hour: At length, however, it arrived. Iſabella 
was the laſt perſon of whom he too leave. To de- 
ſoeribe the agitation of his ſoul, in that moment, ex- 


Sede the power of my pen. His pulſe beat high, 
and he ſtool as if riveted to the floor. The lovely 
Ifabella, whoſe heart, tender as the orb of fight; bad 
Cauglit the fweet infection, was ſeized, when he too 
ker hand, with a ſudden tremor, wich thrilled like 
lightning through the deepeſt, and moſt intricate receſſes 
of it. Ii. vain ſlie endeavoured to conceal the palpt- 
tation of her convulſed breaſt to withhold the ſpeed 
of the glittering globes of chryſtal which privately ſtole 
down her bluſhing checks, Cupid had planted one of 
his keeneſt darts in her unſullied breaſt, and ſhe tacicly 
confeſſed it. Mercutio had addreſs enough to conceal 
his - perturbation from all but her whoſe. ſympathetic 
ſoul reverberated each ſigh, and felt each chrob that 
| ani: e ne _— 4.592 
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Ateiche is tide Bomeg or a rerolpat of his paſt 

difficulties, could extinguiſh or diminifhtheflame which 
that beauteous female Spaniard had kin led in his breaft. 
I muſt, ſaid be, I muſt again ſee Iſabella I behaved : 
very ill at, parting I muſt diſcloſe my paſſion to her! 
She ſeemed to. pity, my diſtreſs in the parting mo- 
ment! Perhaps the little God has been-propitious— 
has inſpired her with ideas favourable to my with! 
It muſt be ſo! Her eyes betrayed the ſecret of her 
heart, and ſeemed to ſay, cruel Mercutio !—Canyou 
men leave me? Leave me thus ! © let me ſee you 
once more! Once more, er the relenileſs ocean for 
ever ſeparate us! — Thus he waſted the night; but, 
en being informed by his hoft that a veſſe! belong- 
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. ag to Holland une 0 fa in che coutle: of as. 
se days he relinguiſbed the notion of fe · viſiting 

” _  Iſilbella;; àn d reſobved, if paſſage could be obtainel 
on board the Dutch veſſel, to ſail in her, and inſtead 

_ *of going 10 Bilboa, to ſend a letter to Gusman, tb 
inform him of his emharkation, and likewiſe that he 
would make him complete e eee —_ 
9 aner ene in WOES 7 


oo, 


He bed forth enn is debe isse 
to his hoſt, in order to go on board the Dutchmam, 
and, if he ſound things to his mind, td agree for his 
paſſage ; but he had not walked fifty paces when A 
billet was put into his hand by à female, who told him 
ſhe would meet him in an hour, on that ſpot to xe- 
ceive his anſwer—ſhe inſtantly diſappeared. He was 
ſurprized at the incident; but did not open che billet 
until he had returned to his lodging: Then locking 
b 3 it and read us follows. | 


* 


a "ac aka WRT 4 GEM, 
0 If, on peruſing thoſe lines, you . 

_ << deeded the limits preſcribed to my ſex, I pray you 
b not to impute it to levity, or immodeſiy; but to a 

e paſhon which levels all diſtinction, and which = 
* conſtrains me to diſcloſe to you a ſecret dear to my 

- * tepoſe.—1 love you ardentiy Let me kne- 
ec whether your aſſections are engaged or not. Defer your 
e journey a ſew days ſucerity in your anſwer will 
2 is be produciive of a full explanation of my preſent fa 
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ug 
ation; which is a ee r bone 
T depend. on for ſeorecy in this matter. V our com- 
* plianęe. will atord inſinite pleaſure to 
. | "ER Ok” D. k. e e 


£4 -. 7 . G 


Tres math 4 bett hs: that was ever deſcribed; 
entering his chamber at midnight, could not have 
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deranged his ideas more than this ſhort epiſtle did. 
He ſaw all his plans diſconcerted, and all his late 


reſolutions tumhled into the duſt” in a moment. 
Though the epiſtle was not long, nor the requiſition 
unfair; yet to form a proper anſwer to it, in ſo ſhort 
a time was an arduous taſk. In the firſt place, he 
rightly judged, if he ſhould give her encouragement, 
ſhe would propoſe an elopement; this from principles 
of honour he could not agree to, or if he could, it 
would inevitably draw down the reſentment of her 
father and brother on his head. In the ſecond, if be 


ſhould renew his viſits at her father's, and ſhould even 


procure his permiſſion to pay his addreſſes to her, 
the known diilerence of religious ſentiments between 
the natives of England and thoſe of Spain would na- 


turally produce a ſcrutiny with reſpect to his parti- | 


. cular Profeſſion, which might be attended with diſa- 


greeable conſequences. However, time being ſhort, 
he wrote the WY anſwer. | 


LOVELY ISMBELLA, 
«To be honored with your attention ſo mk as 1 
« have this day, is a happineſs exceeding my moſt ſan- 
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n expeclations ; but your confidence i in a mat- 
ce ter ſo intereſting as that of your love, is felicity 
«too great. Vou aſł if my alſeckions are unengaged F 
I anſwer no yet My aſfections were per- 
e ſectly ſo, before I ſaw Don Ferdinando*s fair 
e daughter. MV ou ſay your ſituation i is unhappy ! Let 
« me ſce:your explanation ſpeedily—Whatever is in 
my power to do (with honour) to render you. hap- 
* py, ſhall be done, at the riſk ol my 1. Rely ou 
4 my b Alieu. | PITT 
n 8 MER oro 


s he ſealed, and repairing. to the appointed pot; 
delirere l it to the ſemale meſſenger, who was already 
waiting. He flipt-into her hand, with a note, a {mal} 

- preſent, and en owned. 

At all events Mints lie to make 
enquiry about the Dutch veſſel. Accordingly meet- 
ing a Dutch merchant at the water fide, he enquired 
of him whether the veſſel bound for Holland had ſailed, 
yet, or not? The merchant. | informed him. that. ſhe 
had not: But that the car tain expected to ſail in leſs. 
chan a week. He made no, further enquiry, at that, 
time, except the captain's name, and where he lodged: 
Having received this information he repaired to his 
lodgings. | 


© 


% The next day, fitting at a window fronting the ſtreet, 
lie. perceived the ſame. j erſon who had brought him 


- 


1 
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the letter, paſs on the other fide of the ſtreet: He in- 
ſtantly followed her, and received the following letter 
from her hands. As ſhe had ſome other bulineſs in 
town, ſhe told him ſhe would return in two hours, in 
which time he might have his anſwer 80 


W * returned to his lodging, he opened the cer 
and read ;— 


« Accomer.itsnep MracuTtro, 

ee Your aſſeclions, then, were unengaged before you 

« ſaw De Caſtigni's daughter Oh! might I be that 
« happy. daughter! You are willing, too, to riſk your 
« life to render me happy. — This is kind; but if to 
« eſtabliſh my happineſs requires ſo precious a facri- 
« fice, may I live in wretchednefs and die in obſcurity 
« AI ſhall now give you my promiſed explanation, 
ce and leave you to judge whether my ſituation is un- 
« happy or not. Five years ago, an old Italian noble- 
c man, of a vaſt eſtate, having rendered my father 
« a very important ſervice, by tranſacting ſome 
&« buſineſs in Italy, at a critical juncture for him. 
« Having ſome buſineſs in. Barcelona, he paid my 
« father a viſit to inform him of, and congratulate 
C him on, the ſucceſs of his affairs. My father, na- 
cc turally generous, conſequently grateful, received 
« him in all the warmth of ecſtaſy, and thinking no. 
ec reward too great for the ſervice he had rendered him, 
« bid him demand any thing he poſſeſſed. —He an- 
« ſwered, that he had no pecuniary views in conduct: 
ing the buſineſs; but, as it was leſt to himſelf to 
L TY = 
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el point out a fuitable reward, he requeſted his young- 


Selſy daughter in marriage. My: father replied, my dear 


friend, yous requeſt dannot he granted: She is but 


C juſt turned of thirteen years, conſequentlyj unfit. for: 
ce marriage ; I have twa other daughters, who are oh 


110 riper years, if either of them has charms ſufficient 


« to engage your afſections, I promiſe you my free 
% conſent to marry her, and I will give her a dowrx 
6 ſuitable to her birth and noble alliance. —He evad- 


ed this propoſal by offering to remain unmarried 
four years longer, if my father would pledge his ho- 
4 nour to deliver me into his arms at the expiration 
es of that term: The time js almoſt at an end—Fifteen 
. days will complete my miſery. The ſupperannuat- 
e ed wretch, whois near ſeventy, arrived here yeſter- 


& day evening with a pompous retinue. My father 


ec has never ceaſed: to lament his raſhneſs in making 


<#uch an unlimited promiſe, and would give a third of 


44 his fortune to be releaſed from the performance of it. 


„Loh Mercutio + Do not ſuffer me to be made 
« wretched, forever wretched,. but contriveſome means 
cc to ſnatch me from the gulph of miſery, which, even 
* now yawns to receive me! Delay may prove dan- 
ec gerous—He is anxious for the conſummation of his 
cc imaginary happineſs, and may, perhaps, find means 
< to have the ceremony performed before the long 

12 appointed day arrives: If this ſhould happen, death 


* ſhall deprive him of his long expected bride.—1 
| * have a maiden: aunt in Barcelona , and have the con- 


« ſent of my; father and mother to viſit her to-morrow- 
II will ſee you to-morrow evening, at the place 


% 
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here you feceive this, in order to put your genero- 
tee ſityto the teſt. If you are, as you ſay, willing to ren- 


1 der me happy, you will fympathize in my diſtreſs, 
er nd qgenerouſty afford me your protection. I aa 
willing to go to the moſt remote quarter of tlie globe 
«with my dear Mercutio No dangers, however 


ec great, ſhall deter e will bid an eternal farewel 


«to my native country, tothe moſt indulgent of pa- 
« rents; to the moſt endearing brother and ſiſters, arid 


e to-alll-the dazzling ſplendor of wealth and grandeur, 


«and, if heaven ſo decrees, explore the earth's wide 


ve bounds, content and happy, if bleſt with the compa- 


ce ny, and ſweet con verſation of my much loved Mer- 
* cutio. Fail not to meet me about duſk, mean while 


pity the diftrefs of the diſcoaſolate 


«ISABELLA DE CASTIGN 1.” 


This letter "awakened all his love for this unhappy 
Fair-one. Toffee her whom he loved with the moſt ſin- 


-cere:paſhon, on the brink of being condemned to lin- 


ger out her days in the arms of an old phlegmatic wretch, 
for whom ſhe had a mortal averſion. In forming a re- 
ſolution how to act in conſequenee of the contingency, 
he ealted'to his aid reaſon, gratitude, honor, and love. 
Wich all theſe helps he was yet undetermined : He 


figured to himſelf the impropriety of carrying off Don 


Ferdmando% daugliter, Without his knowledge or con- 
Fent ; and though love ſeemed to triumph over every 


conſideration, yet he could not by any means reconcile 


kanſelf to u breach of henour: Etf ecially in ſo deli- 


Propoſed retiring to his lodgings. This was rejected, 
and Ifabella informed him that ſhe commanded a private 


- 


might diſcourſe without interruption. He eagerly em- 


tion; for that he had abſolutely extorted a promiſe 


bid further utterance. -« Weep not, my angel,” ſaid 


avs _ vnn r's re er- 4 E K. | 
Late a point. He reſolved to meet Iſabella, however, 4 

according to her requeſ. Ho did ſo, and every ſcruple 
was inſtantly removed. She came attended by her faith - its 
ſul confilante—After the firſt ſalutation, Mercutie of 


apartment in the houſe of her. aunt, where they 


{braced the offer : The more ſo, as it might convince 
her of the rectitude of his intentions. Thither, then, he 
was immediately conducted. The maid led them to 
- an apartment in the back . of n and re- 

tired. 


IC:bella then confirmed the contents of ker laſt let- 


ter, adding that her ſuſpicions of the Italian's contriv- 


ing to haſten the nuptials were not without founda- 


from her father, of ſhortening the time by eight days. 
I have, faid ſhe, obtained leave to {ſpend three days 
with my aunt ; in which time, if Heaven ſhall inter- 
. poſe in my favor, by pointing out an eſcape from this 
deteſted wretch, my peace of mind will be reſtored ; 
if not you know my reſolution I crave your aſſiſt- 
dance There does not exiſt a perſon ſo capable of af- 
fording me the ſame. relief and protection with your- 
. Felf : If this is withheld, I die miſerable. Tears for- 


our hero, tenderly embracing her: . 'Theſe tears un- 
man me! Every thing poſſible ſhall be done; and 
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even impoſſibilities attempted, to reſtore ydu to hap- 
Pinels. She brightened at this aſſurance, and he be- 
mY to paint the obligations he lay under to her father, 


n the moſt ſtriking colours. He then exp atiated 


me the blackneſs of ingratitu lle; and concluded, 
by dectaring the fervency of his love for her, whieh 
ne ſaid was heightened by the reflection of her being a 
daughter of the generous De Caſligni ; but added, 
that whatever Reps a ſenſe of her diſtreſs miglit 
prompt kim to take in her behalf, he was determined 
to take none that ſhould be diſhonorable to himſelf; 


or by which he might foffeit the eſteem of her noble 
father : 4 Such a ſtep,” continued he, would — 


me unworthy of your „ 


Our Hero expected the latter part of his declaration 
Would have been a little unwelcome to Iabella ; 
but in this he was miſtaken : She told him ſhe abhor- 
ed the very idea of purchafing happineſs at the ex- 
pence of his honor or integrity, adding, if ſhe could 
have harboured the moſt diſtant thought of his being 
capable of acting in a manner unworthy of a gentle» 


"Kan, the ſhout never have added the part ſhe had. 


Ine then produded a letter from her brother, 
encloling one from his mother. This letter promiſed 
4 ſaithful attention to tlie requeſt of his mother, Which 


"Was couched iti the following terme. 
L 2 
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| „ DEAREZSAST FERDINANDO, 5 
« My ſoul is torn with anguiſh ! Your fiſter Iſabel- 
«<< 12s. diſtreſs is extreme! Her miſery is decreed ! 
_«« Fer future life, if ſhe ſurvives the firſt ſhock, will 
,<© exhibit nothing but woe —Iſabella loves Mercutio ; 
* Mercutio loves Iſabella ! They have declared them- 
<< ſelves ; This day ſhe has poured out her whole ſoul 


e * to me, and implored my aſſiſtance — your afiftance ! 


Five days more determines her fate !—What then? 
4 Meet her in Barcelona, at my ſiſter's, on Wedneſ- 
« day. My confeffor, to whom I have imparted the 


2 ſecret, and who approves this ſtep, will be there. 


4 Mercutio is honorable See their hands joined 
« the reſt is fixed. Remember this is a mother's re- 
ec queſt, whoſe future happineſs or miſery hangs on 
«« this fingle event. What can be more meritorious 
« than to render an afeQionate mother, ſiſter, and a 
« fincere and bonorable lover (who will by this means 
ce become a brother) happy at a ſtroke? There is 
e no alternative. Adieu. 


— 


46 P. 8. Come not here till ſent ſor. “ 


This letter determined our hero. Though a thou- 
land diſſerent ideas crowded his imagination at fiſt, 
yet, when he compared all the circumſtances; view- 
ed the matter in every light in which it was gapa- 
ble of being viewed, he reſolved no longer to refuſe 
a: happingy, which, by the long concatenation of 
erents that had accompanied it, appeared to * 
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the immediate gift of Heaven: But to riſque every 
ching in eſtabliſhing that happineſs. which involred 
his own. He embraced her with ardor,; and exclaim - 
ed, « Is Heaven then propitious to my wiſhes ! And 
am I at laſt to obtain that treaſure, which is of 
greater eftimation than the glittering mines of Gol- 
conda ! A. treaſure of which kings would boaſt with 
_ rapture Here ſhe interrupted him by obſerving, 
chat her mother and the Reverend Father had maturely 
weighed every circumſlance ; that he conceived the 
Italian, having taken an undue advantage of a rafh 
vow, made in the effuſions of gratitude, his claim 
had neither religion, reaſon, nor juſtice for its ſoun- 
gation, and conſequently was null to all intents and 
purpoſes ; that if a countermine could be effected, it 
would not only be blameleſs, but meritorious: As 
the temporal, and, perhaps, eternal happineſs of Iſa- 
bella was deeply concerned, it behoved them to prevent, 
i poſſible, a union fraught with ſo many evils and 
inconveniencies. 'They alſo agreed that to deceive the 
Italian, without the knowledge- or concurrence of the 
Don would be laudable, for the reaſons above mens 
tioned, 

Our hero then enquired if the had ſeen her brother 
fince her arrival in town, ſhe anſwered in the affirma- 
tive, and that he ſhould ſee him ſhortly. She then 


rang a ſmall bell, and Tereſa, her maid, appeared: 


She told her to inform her aunt and brother that ſhe 
; Fiſhed the favor of their company. Ich ew minutes 


* 5 * : ; * , — 
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lv ertered, nocohnpanied by the holy Father, u ftr. 
ſon truly reverend in his appearance, the ſeremity vf 


„ e eee ee # 


or his foul. 


Aſter mutual ſalutations, Iſabella with her aunt re- 
"tired into a cloſet; when the prieſt began a very pious 
und ediſy ing diſcourſe, in the courſe of which he mate 
ſereral pertinent alluſions to the cauſe of their meeting. 


He animadverted freely, and with great ingenuity en 


the impropriety of haſiy marriages, unequal matches, 


raſh promiſes, 8c, and concluded by urging in a very 


pathetic matmer; the neceffry of the approaching union, 

as the lives, and what was of infinitely more value, the 
*Haþppinels of the mother and daughter, wholly depended 
on its conſummat ion. He next 'enjoited our hero to 


ite a letter to his intended father-inJaw, containing 


nan ample account of the whOe affair promif ng to take 
charge of it himſelf, and deliver it to the Don, after 


Preparing him for the reception of the news. This 


Mercutio promiſed to do. They were then re: joined 
by the old lady, teaditig forward Habella, the cheerſul- 
neſs of whoſe lovely tountenance but faintly. typified 
the exquiſite felicity of her ſoul, which heightened her 
charms co u degree ſearecly inferior to abſolute perfec- 
tion. Fo ap | - 1 
The ceremony was dignified by the fincere devotion 
with which it was performed. The old latly, for the 
Erſt tine, pefformed the part of a mother, and young 


— 
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Ferdinando that of a father, in conferring: en M ercutio | 


a treaſure which he would not have exchanged for the 
empire of the univerſe. The ceremony over, the prieſt 
and Ferdinando took leave under a promife of taking 
-breakfaſt with the bride and her huſband the next 


The hour for pol arriving, the is e ldy conduit 
Fes niece to a proper apartment, and retired, leavirig 
her under the conduct of her maid, as the buſineſs of a 
br ide · maid having never fell within her PROT 42 


The firſt thing that FN our hero? s attention in 
* morning, was a letter to his father-in-law, which 
ke penned agreeable to his promiſe, infor ming him of the 


riſe, progreſs and conſummation of his preſenthappineſs: 


Explaining, in the moſt reſpectful terms, the motives 
of his conduct, and humbly requefted him to pardon a 
crime which originated merely from A. wiſh to reſtore 
to happinefs a family, for every branch of which he 


_.entertained the higheſt ſentiments of gratitude and 
eſteem. , After finiſhing this letter, he wrote another es. 


his old dener at Bilboa. 


The prieft and Ferdinando kept their appointment, 
and they all breakfaſted together very · cheerfully; the 
former, having taken charge of .the letter, and wiſh- 
ing our hero and his bride a great deal of happineſs, 
departed. Mercutio then informed his wife and friends 
his wiſh to embark for Holland as ſoon as poſſible 


- 


* 


- 8. * 
13 FORTUNE'S TOOT-BALK 


They were well pleaſed with the information, and Fet- 
_ <dinatido promifed to fpend every evening with them, 
until their-embarkation; and to fee them faſe. on board. 
He then td leave and Mercutio went in ſeurch of the 
Dutch captath, He found him, and agreed immedi- 
| ately for their paſſage. 'The captain propoſed ſailing the 
next day, as he had to touch at Marſeilles for ſome 
lading s and obſerved, that if he thought proper to 
Wait his return to Barcelona, he would day too un 
take them in, This propoſal, however, did not exactly 
tally with'the circuraſtarices of our hero ; tie therefore, 
' , '- made a virtue of neceſſity, and told the captain he had 
ſome buſineſs at Marſeilles :himfelf, nnd us reſolved 
to embark very early the next morning. They parted, 
And our hero immediately returned to form Ifabelm 
of his determination. He next went to his lodgings, 
in order th ſatisfy his hoſt, as well as to diſcharge his 
Jervant and diſfoſe of his horſe. As the ſervant in- 
_ terided to return to Bilbva, he committed che letter 
For Guzman to his care, which he promiſed to deliver 
ſaſe 3 and then preſenting him the mule he had rode 
to Bilboa, the fetvant nenne 
liberal treatment he hat received. 


a his horſe to "Bs knalord, and 
tubring taken a parting bottle together, he toc a final 
leave of them, and returned to the im utient Habella, 
ho was afraid ſotne unlucky accident would yet inter- 
Yeite to feparate them; The Was, therefore, naturally 
Unxious To kee Barcelona with all poffible ſpeed, 


” 
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Ferdinando fpent the evening with them; indeed 
they; did not go to reſſ that night at all ſor as it might 
poſkbly be the laſt they were to ſpend together, and as 
they intended to embark wich the firſt appearance of 
day, they were buſy in making the neceſſary arrange- 
ments, and iu concerting a plan for their future correſ- 
pondence. | 


Before the day dawned, Mercutio and his brothers 
m-law walked down to the water fide, as the former 
had appointed to meet the ſhip's boat at that hour. In 
the interim „Iſabella - waited on her aunt in her bed- 
chamber, who immediately aroſe at the ſound of her 
opening the door, and taking her niece by the hand, 
led her to a cabinet, from which ſhe took a caſket, and 
preſenting it to her, ſaid: Accept this, my dear 
Ifabella, as a token of my love to you and my dear 
fſter. May you be happy! Perhaps I ſhall never ſee 
you more. Your father, when informed of the inno- 
cent deceit that has been practiced on him, will, I am. 
convinced, ſearch you out.  _ 


Juſt then the men returned, and the boat being waits 
ing, they made ready inſtantly ; then taking an aflection- 
ate farewel, but not without tears on the part of the 
women, they ſet forward. Their baggage, was not 
very bulky, conſiſting chiefly of money and jewels, was 
eaſily carried to the water ſide by our hero and Fer- 
dinando, who was reſolved to fee them ſaſe on board. 
Preparations were making for weighing the anchor, 


— 
- 
* 
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modious cabin, which had been cleared out and fitted 


- for their reception. The wind being favorable, the 


captain left them in order to get the ſhip under way as 
quiek as poſible.. The fails ſet, and every thing 
put in order, he returned to the cabin, and informed 


Ferdinando that the ſhip's boat was ready to put him 


on ſhore, He took an aſſectionate leave of his ſiſter and 


ber huſband, and returned to Barcelona. 


Our voyagers were favored with a gentle breeze for 


ſome days, during which time they enjoyed as much 


happineſs: as their ſituation could poſſibly afford. They 


happened to have a couple of French gentlemen and a 
very agreeable young lady of the ſame nation, which 
greatly encreaſed their ſatisfaction. Social harmony, 


and convivial friendſhip were imparted from breaſt to 
breaſt, and uninterrupted tranquillity, a neceſſary conſe- 


A quence of that friendſhip, ſeemed to be eſtabliſhed en a 


permanent baſis. But, as anguiſh and rapture a&t al- 


ternately on the human mind, it is folly in the extreme, 


to dread the one or wiſh for the other as permanent: 
For it is obſervable, that a continual round of what is 


: generally. underſtood by the word pleaſure, becomes 


by repetition, diſagreeable, irkſome, and painful: 
Loathing and diſguſt takes place of defire—the taſle is 


Vitiated, and'the intoxication of the ſenſes renders: the 


agent incapable of diſtinguiſhing the difference between 


5 one and the other. Pain, flavery and chains, by long 
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27 when they came on board, where the captain welcom- 
ad them heartily, and conduQed them to a very com- 
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euftom, become leſs irkſome, day, in a certain degree, 
natural; and the anguiſh of grief diminiſhes in progere 
tion to the length of its continuance. <4 


- Their andi was not of long continuance, for 
when they were within two days fail of Marſeilles, they 
were overtaken by a dreadful hurricane, aſſiſted by a 
ſtrong current fitting out of the gulph of Lyons, which 
threatened the total deſtruction of the ſhip, and all on V 
board. The wind blew with irreſiſtable violence whictr | 
carried away the fore-top-maſt and bowſprit in the be- 9 
ginning of the florm, and at length grew ſo furious, 
that the main-maſt went by the board, at the ſame in- 
ſtant the tiller· rope breaking, the man at the helm was 
knocked overboard ; and it was at the manifeſt hazard 
of their lives that the whole crew ventured to ſeize the 

tine and bend new ropes to it. | 


Conſternation md horror pervaded he minds as 
well as conntenances of all on board, under a firm per- 
ſuaſion of being ſhortly buried in the capacious womb |- 
of the tremendous deep. Fortunately the ſhip hull had 
ſuffered no damage, for the maſts and yards which had 
been carried away, fell clear of the gunwale, and the 

rigging was immediately cut away. But as hope is 
generally the laſt thing that forſakes us, ſo they did not 
abſolutely deſpair, till after enduring the fury of the 
ſtorm for three days and as many nights, they found - 
the ſhip hurled, by the combined force of wind 
and waves, ſtern foremoſt into a cavity between twa 
huge rocks, where ſhe remained immoveably fixed, — 


M 


ation.;—Lhe: ſhip*s. keel was jammad in between the 
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Deſpair at laſt ſtared them in the face!—Dreadful ſitu- 


rocks, from which no mortal. ſtrength or: ſkill could 
extricate it: Surrounded by the foaming waves, which 
were hurled about in horrible confuſion, by the yet un- 
abated fury of the tempefl, they all. betook: themſelves: 
to fervent. prayer, and inſtant. pre paratitm for eternity * 


for death appeared inevitable. Deſpair was ſtrongly 
depicted; in the faces of the mariners, and every hepe- 


of ſetting foot on ſhore again had fled.. 


Fire days and nights they remained in this horrid, 
fituation, and the major part of their proviſion, particu- 
larly broad, was rendered uſeleſs, the water being fix- 


feet deep in the hold; however, they made very little 


uſe of what they had they eat little, ſlept leſs, and in 


all reſpects conducted themſelves as perfons hourly ex- 


pecting death. 
Mercutioꝰs concern for Iſabella triumphed over every 


ether vonſideration; his expectations of relief were- 


exhauſted, he went ſeldom on deck, ſince aſſiſtance had 


becom uſeleſs. The two Frenchmen, from fimilar 


motives, remained: conſtantly below, the one being the 
huſband and the other the -other of the French lady: 
They found. it an arduous taſk. to keep her in any tolera- 


bie degree of ſpirits; but it muſt be confeſſed Iſabella 


ſupported her fate with a fortitude that would have re- 
ſected honor on philoſophy itſelf. About eleven: 
o*dlock, on the fifth night of their extreme diſtreſs, the 


wind ſhifted, and blew ſo violent, that the waves rolled 


In ſucceſſion over this devoted ſhip and crew. Their 


pied the former, and the common ſailors the latter. 


eAruns vor- Arx. * 


ears were at the ſame time aſſailed with the moſt ſhock - 
ing peals of thunder, and terrifying flaſhes of ethereal 
fire floods of rain and reſiſtleſs guſts of wind ronred 
in concert the whole exhibited a ſoene of terror iq 
would baffle every attempt to deſcribe. | 


As the ſtern of the veſſel lay confiderably higher 
chan the head, the cabins and ſteerage were yet clear 6 
water; the captain, his officers and paſſengers occu- 


About day-break the ſlorm began to abate, and by 
nine o*dlock, they were bleſt with a proſpeR of a calm 
Tea and a clear fky. This, hopeleſs as their ſituation 
Was, afforded thera a tranſitory ceſſation of grief, during 
which they all bent in gratitude to that Omnipotents 

Power, who had mercifully Rayed the fury of the wind, 
and awed the boiſterous waves into ſubjection. 


"Though this RT in the weather had in ſome 
meaſure alleviated their diſtrefs, yet the cutting Feflec- 
tion on their ſituation, produced pangs of the moſt ex; 
cruciating woe: The beauteous proſpe& by which 
they were ſurrounded, ſeryed but to inſpire them with 
the dreadful idea of ſoon terminating their days by fu- 
mine. In this ſtate df horrid anxiety, they ſat as if 
benumbed and ſtupid, until the captain -broke the 
mournful {Yence in the following manner: 
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My Year fellow-ſufferers, we are in a dreadful fitu- | 
ation J confeſs, but ill we have the greateſt reaſon 
imaginable to be thankful to the Almighty, for our pre- 
ſervation hitherto : And I look on our being caſt on 
this rock as a moſt ſignal mercy, fer had the ſhip con- 
tinued to float, the ſtorm was ſufficient to have daſhed 
her to atoms in a very ſhort time, and which muſt in- 
evitably have been her fate the inſtant ſhe was thrown 
into this cavity, had ſhe been in any other poſition. - 
I fincerely believe that our being caſt - here was 
a means, employed by the Almighty, to convince * 
us of our 'nothingneſs, and that he is not only 
able, but willing, to ſave to the utmoſt, thoſe who rely 
on his Omnipotence for deliverance and protection: 
And although I muſt confeſs that apy.carances ſeem to 
contradict it, I really begin to conceive hopes that we 
ſhall all make the ſhore again with ſaſeiy.“ 


They liſtened with rapture to what he ſaid, and 
eagerly demanded, what foundation he had to hope for 
hat to them appeared to exceed the utmoſt ſtretch of 
human probability? “ Why, my friends,” rejoined, 
tze captain, „ the ſea is now calm, and the ſky clear, 
I will take an obſervation, by which means I ſhall be 
able to aſcertain the beſt courſe to ſteer to make the 
neareſt lan, q 


iy eee HE by obſervation, that it would be 
moſt adviſeable to ſteer for Leghorn.  « We are,” 
{aid he, „thanks to the Almighty, all in good health 
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an vigor, we will get out the boats, and have them 
beted up with maſts and ſails ; the carpenter ſhall fi 
the binicle in a convenient part of the long boat_;z—lee 
every one take one hundred weight of his moſt valuable 
property : With this burthen I am of opinion we can 
make the port in three days, where I have a brother, . 
who can, n aſſiſt me in e te 2 of my 


A 75 


This propoſal was embraced wich avidity by the 
whole company, who immediately began to clear the 
boats of all incumbrances, ſo that they ſoon had them 
out and rigged, and then proceeded to embark the moſt 
valuable of their eſſecis, proviſions, water, &c. The 
captain, for. fear of being ſeparated by another ſquall, 
propoſed making a tow-line faſt to the head of each. 
boat, by which, in caſe of extremity, they on board 
the cutter would be enabled to get on board the long- 
boat. 


About four in the afternoon they left the wreck, » 
and ſteered away under an eaſy fail Eaſt by South. 
Every one aſſiſted, ſo that they went at a great rate, 
uſing both ſails and oars. The next day, land appear- 
ing on the larboard bow, they were inſpired with new 
life; the captain aſſuring them they would be in Logs 
horn that night. Joy was imprinted in legible charac- 
| ters on all their countenances, and they a 
each other on the ſignal deliverance,.as if they were 


already on ſhore—they ſtrove to baniſh the: diſagreea - 
* M 2 


7 


1%  woururnnxs 0er 
ble recollection of their late diftreſs, to make room for 


the more acceptable and pleaſing ſenſations which they 
already taſted by anticipation. | 


About ſun-ſet they deſcried a ſloop a head, at the 
diſtance of about a league, which they foon met. 'They 
hailed her, and requeſted the commander to come ou 
board the long boat, which he immediately complied 
ith. 'This gentleman proved to be the captain's bro- 
before mentioned, who expreſſed much aftoniſh- 
ment at ſeeing them coming from ſea in an open boat; 
but hisſurprize vaniſhed when informed of the particuk 
lars, and was much affected with the narrative; but bid 
them be of good cheer, as they would quickly be among 
humane and hoſpitable people, who would render them 
all the VEE? in thei power. | 


In about PPP ITED before Leghorn. 
Being late at night, it was agreed to ſtay on board- the 
loop till next morning, except the captain, who went 
os Grove, 


* 


0 the morning they diſembarked, and our hero 
hired one of the failors to carry his baggage. He bad 
| jolt taken leave of his captain, and received his bro- 

ther's directions where to find fuirable accommodations 
for fome days, when, as he was handing Iſabella along, 
he was met by a gentleman in a rich Italian habit, 
who, aſter being informed of their ſhipwreck, kindly 


welcomed them on hore, and invited tbem to. take 


- 
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" breakfaſt with him. They conſented, and he conducted 
them to a very elegant houſe, where they were kindly 
received by the miſtreſs. Among other enquiries, the 
gentleman aſked Mercutio the place of his nativity ? 
Finding him an Engliſhman, which he was bimfelf, he 
told him he intended to remove to England in a very 
ſhort time, and politely offered him his houſe, if he 
would ſtay with them: He added, that he expected 
to embark with his whole family in three weeks ar 
ſartheſt.Juſt then a man entered the room, the unex- 
peed fight of whom gave Mercutio no fmall pleaſure : 
was George Wright The familiarity of the falu- 
u tion of. thoſe two friends, amazed the whole family. 
But George ſoon removed their ſurprize by informing 
them of the very great intimacy which had ſubſiſted 
between them. 


| George embraced the firſt opportunity of taking our 
hero afide, to enquire what brought him to Italy again. 
When Mercutio had ſatisfied him in every partioular, 
Ie in his turn informed him, that his wife had paid the 
debt of nature, ſhortly after his departure for England. 
She fell a victim, ſaid he, to the ſame diſeaſe which car- 
ried off my uncle and aunt. She was no ſooner attack- 
ed by it than the moſt unfavourable ſymptoms appear- 
ed. On the eighth day the fever / ſeemed to abate, 
which I interpreted as a good omen; but in this I way 
miſtaken,” for that evening I obſerved the phyſicians - 
buſy in private diſcourſe, in the eOurſe of which, they' . 
frequently ſhgok their heads, as if void of hope. 1 


\, 


\ 
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fuſpedte3 the truth. — The eldeſt of ibe three, both id 


years and praQtice, bee koned to me to follow him, and 
when in private, ſaid: Endeavor, Sit; to collect all your 
fortitude, to ſuppert you under your affliction T o diſ- 
ſemble in ſuch a caſe would be unpardonable - Vour 
amiable ſpouſe will ſoon. be numbered with the dead! 


Six hours, without a miracle, will be the utmoſt peri- 


od of her exiſtence } I am forry to inform you that her 


diſeaſe is of ſo complicated a nature, that it baffles the | 


power of medicine. I have, with my colleagues, done 
every thing poſhble—we therefore, ſurrender her into 


the hands of that Being, with whom are the iſſues of 


life. - He added no more, but turning about, left me 
in Fang a the moſt e OO | 


His . — was r ie for > at als 
time he mentioned, ſhe expired in my arms] I muſt 
confeſs, it was the greateſt ſhock I had ever experienced. 
I remained for ſome time inſenſible of any thing that 


paſled ; in which ſituation I was removed to another 


apartment, where, on recovering my ſenſes, I found 
ſeveral of my friends at my bed - ſide, kindly endeavox - 
ing to alleviate my grief. Among the number who 
had collected to ſolace my melancholy, were two Fnin- 
eiſcans, who entered into a very pious diſcourſe op the 
ſubject of reſignation, in which they did not foxget to 


give me a modeſt reproof ſor neglecting to ſend for the 
Fathers of the Church, that they might have adhuniſter- - 
ed the ſacrament (as they called it) of extreme unction, 
previous to her departure. A light apology and a e. 
| | 7 | 
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place and thing I ſaw, in travelling from Nap les 6 
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4ucats, however, ſilenced them on that bead z hut they 
inſiſted on celebrating maſs on the ſpot, which I did 


nat think proper tg refufe. 


| 5 A of. as. TY enxelofed my mind 
for a conſiderable time, and it is doubtful whether I 


ſhould have reſumed my native cheerfulneſs yet, had I 
remained in Venice. I reſiſted the ſolicitations. of my 


friends a long time—at length, weary of their impor- 
tunity, I reſolved to purſue their advice, and, as L had 
ſome affairs to ſettle in Nap les, I made . to go 
witber immediately e r a 


4 9 7 = * 
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i: While I 1 there, I went to Mount Veſuvius, 


at leaſt, as near as the ſtones, ſulphur, aſhes and flames 
would permit, as there was a molt violent eruption, 
which covered the neighboring fields and gardens with 
thoſe combuſtibles. From thence, I viſited the tomb 
of the celebrated Virgil, which ſlands at a ſmall dif- 
tance from a ſubterraneous paſſage, cut quite through 
the baſe of a large mountain, known there by che name 
of Pauſilipo” s Grotto. I rode through this wonderful 
paſlage, and could juſt, when on horſeback, touch che 
arched roof, (which is perfectly regular, and beau- 


tified with millions of curious ſtones and ſhells, veatly' | 
arranged in every form that fancy can deviſe) with my 


horſe-whip. 1 


„ 


However, not to trouble you with a recital of exery 
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(Leghorn, I todk my abode in this houſe, the owner of 
_ _ *whichis now my father-in-law, and as worthy a man 
- as England ever produced. He then confirmed what 
F.. the gentleman had told our hero, adding, that he was 
& to accompany the family to England, and was. highly 
'Y (pleaſed, when be folind Mercutio was to be of the 
-party. | pe 


Miercutĩo defired to be introduced to Mrs. Wright 3 
but George informed him that ſhe was not in Leghorn, 
chat he lived in St. Marmo ; bit told him he intended 

to ſet out next morning fer that place, and requeſted 

him and his lady to accompany him—declaring that 
nothing could give him ſo much pleafure and ſatisfaction. 
Dur hero ptadly accepted the ir vitation. They then 


Form to Tfabella, who receired bis ſalute with che ut- 
"moſt complaiſance as her hufband's friend. 


The next morning early, they ſet forward, and met 
2 cordial reception from Eliza, Mrs. Wright, who was 
as complete a female figure, perhaps, as Italy could 
afford. The modeſt and fprigtitly behavior of this lady 
to her new acquaintances, unfolded a ſweetneſs of 
temper, not frequently equalled, and never excceded: 
In ſhort, her whole deportment reflected the higheſt 

honor on the choice and judgment of her huſband. 


The dwelling of George was ſituated at the foot of 
a mountain, on the ſummit of which ſtands the capital 


Joined the company, when George wus introduced in 
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of St, Marino. A beautiful green of conſiderable ex- 
tent, lay in front of the houſe, terminating in an acute 
angle at one end, and widening at tlie other in a gradual 
manner, till it paſſes the end of the mountain, and loſes- 
itſelf in a beautiful champaign country, diverſified with 
fields, gardens, and delightful villas. At the back of 
the houſe, at the diſtance of a ſew perches, the moun- 
tain roſe with awful magnificenee, in ſeveral parts of 
which ſtood ſmall villages, and the interſtices conſ ſted 
of rocks, caves and woods, affording, the higheſt gra- 
tification to a contemplative eye. 


George, it ſeems, had low his ſecond marriage and 
removal to St. Marino, taken frequent excurſions 
through ſeveral parts of the mountain and villages ad- 
jacent.— In one of his morning rambles, he perceived 
2 path leading towards a high and craggy promontory, 
which jutted over the ſea. He could not {pare time to 
exarhine where it led to then, returned home, and 
thought no more about it, until one evening as they 
were all ſitting, enjoying the pkaſant breeze, and ad- 
miring the diverlity of the objects which immediately 
ſurrounded them. Mercutio,” ſaid la, „ let us- 
take a walk: I ſtumbled on a path not long before . 
went to Leghorn, which, if I am not miſtaken, leads to 
ſome romantic place, and I have a curioſity to feet it 
what ſay you, will you accompany me ?”—** With alt, 
my heart,” ſaid he, “come ladies, favor us with your 
company. This was agreed toy and they all- ſet ous 

immediately. 
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| Aſter walking about a quarter of a mile along its 
| bafe, they began to aſcend the mountain by a narrow 
8 path, which led to a ſmall village near the ſummit. 
The path was too narrow to admit more than one 
at a time; ſo George led them on, the two ladies kept 
the centre, and Mercutio cloſed the rear. 


When they had aſcended to nearly the midway, 
| George ſtruck off into a ſmaller path, which was the 
| ore he had mentioned. They had not travelled far on 
| That courſe, till they came into a place which appeared 
{ 
| 


md 


to have been once cultivatg] : Here they found vines 
laden with moſt delicious grapes, of which they all 
| eat heartily. George was not miſtaken im his opinion 
of the place, ſor a more romantic. ſcene was never 
| 5 painted; but his having ſurveyed the promontory from 
the water, and obferving the direction of the path, 

enabled him to found his judgment truly. They all ſat 

down on a flat ſtone to diſcourſe on the amazing ſcene. 


They were about midway between the baſe of the 
mountain, which in that part was wafhed by the ſea, 
and the ſun ait. The ſpot weré they ſat, projected 
over the foaming ſurge, which in vam attempted to 
waſh away its ſupport, a huge pile of rocks, which 

- roſe like a bracket Above their heads, from the fice- 

of the mountain, aroſe a ſtupendous rock of marble, 

which like wife projected, in form of a ſemi- arch, mak- 
ing an awful, yet a magnificent canopy over the halß 

of the old vine- yard. What particularly encreaſed 
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; their aſtoniſhment, was the number of trees and ſhrubs 
which proceeded in all directions from the fiſures of 
that amazing rock; for the contraſt of colours occaſion- 
ed by the various ſpecies and poſitions of the trees, 


gave it the appearance of a ſpacious arched ceiling, 


curiouſly ornamented with tapeſtry. 


The ladies viewed this piece of natural architecture 


with the utmoſt aſtoniſhment. With amazement, they 
caſt upwards their wondering eyes, at the awful pile 
which hung over, and threatened to fall and cruſh 
them to atoms. Let us go down,“ ſail Iſabella; 


« my eyes ach looking at this monſtrous rock !”? << The 


proſpect is really terrifying,” ſail Eliza. As it was 
near ſun-ſet they agreed to return, and accordingly be- 
gan to deſcend in the ſame order in which they had aſ- 
cende l. When they were near the foot, Mercutio, 
hearing a ruſtling at ſome diſtance above him, turn- 
ed about and perceive] a man, ſtep nimbly into the 
Path which led to the old vineyard. He inſtantly com- 
municated the diſcovery to the reſt of the company, 
and they all continue. to watch the, Mountaineer, un- 
til intervening objects rendered it impoſſible. They 


Het forward again, diſcourfing as they went of the 


ſtrange adventure of the man of the mountain. That 

an,” {aid Ifabella, „ is unacquainted with the na- 
ture of the place to which he is going, or is fonder 
of retirement than. I am.” 4 J am of opinion,” ſaid 
Mercutio, „ that he has ſome ſort of a habitation a- 
mong thoſe rocks. I will examine that place clately 


w- morrow. Arne to have ma le ſome further abe 
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D Arabiens this evening, had nat night . us, 
hefore we were aware, Howerer, I will aſcend to- 
morrow morning, before he is out of bed; will you 
bear me company, George Nes, that I will,” 
Faid he, I am anxious to know who, he is, and what 
he follows for a livelihood : « He muſt have ſome fingu- 
Hr reaſon for taking up his abode in ſuch a place.” 


At che dawn of day, George and Mercutio a- 
roſe, and, leaving their beauteous partners wrapt in 
ealm flumbers beneath the calmy pinions of repoſe, 


et forward towards the mountain, in order, if poſ- 
fible, to explore the rocky cavern, which contained the 
perſon they perceived aſcending the preceding evening. 

They arrived at the old vineyard juft as the ſun 
beams began to penetrate, the horizontal miſts z and. 
with the utmoſt ſilence and caution, placed themſelves 
under a ſpreading vine, ſo advantage oully, that t was 
impoſſible for their game to eſcape ; nor was it poſſi- 
ble for any perſon to aſcend or deſcend by the path 
without diſcovery. They had not remained in am- 
buſh. long, when they perceived the broad ſtone, on 
which they had ſat the preceding day, riſe, as if by 
magic art, and from the cave, to which it ſerved for 
a door, iſſued a young man richly dreſſed, followed 
by the identical man they had ſeen thè evening before, 
who reared the ſtone againſt the rock. 


e Here William,” (ſaid the young gentleman, in 
Food Engliſh) “ convey this letter to my dear Teren- 
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ta; do not return without an anſwer. Be ſpeedy and 
faithful! If heaven favors my eſcape from Italy, L 
will generouſly reward your diligent and truſty ſervi- 
ces.” The ſervant vaniſhed inſtantly 3 but qQur am- 
buſcade lay full, in order to make further diſcoveries 


The ſtranger, after walking backward: and Farwid 
in klence, with his arms folded, exclaimed aloudy 


with all the marks of grief and anxiety in his coun- 


tenance, „ Why, O Why! ye immortal powers, haves 
ye beſtowed on me every thing that the world conceives. 
conducive to happineſs, and ſuffer me nevertheleſs, 
to exiſt here a living monument of thy diſpleaſure, 
ſecluded from the ſociety of mankind ?—If without 
knowledge or intention, I have merited puniſhment: 
extreme, O haſten my diſſohution, by hurling the hiſ«- 
ſmg bolts of thy vengeance on my devoted head 5: 
and, at one firoke, reduce me to a ſtate of noncnti- 
ty! O-that heaven had doomed me to a life of indi- 
gence ! Had doomed me to break the ſtubborn glebe, 
or to have furrowed the briny wave ! 'The peaſant is 
unacquaàinted with tke care that hourly torments me; 
and the cheerful mariner performs the duties of his 
Ration with alacrity and content; but here am I, on 
an eminence, the very idea of which is ſufficient to 
petrify a man with horror, unmoved at the dreadfut. 
ſituation, becauſe the extreme anguiſh of my mia 
is buy erior to the greateſt corporal dangers.”. 


— 
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This faid, he advanced to the identical ſpot where 
che two friends were poſted, in order te indulge bis 
melancholy under the branches of the cluſtering vine. 
Tis imf ole to Ceſcribe his aſtoniſhment, when he 
ſaw thein both ariſe, and lieard them ſalute him in En- 
gliſh ! He gazed wildly on them for a moment, then 
ſpringing backward, ran towards the edge of the pre- 
Eipice, with a reſolution to throw himſelf into the fea, 
and would certainly have effected it, had not Mercytio, 
who ſuſpected his intention, intercepted him in the midſt 
of his career, and with the aſſiſtance of George, took 
him by force, to the place here they had been ſitting ſo 
long. Having ſeated themſelves, one on each ſide of 
him j Mercutio in the moſt ſoothing terms; attempted 
to ſet his late raſhneſs in a proper point of view.; de- 
ſiring him at the {ſame time, to fear nothing, as they 
were friends, and would give him all the aſſiſtance in 
their power, and concluded by requeſting him to com- 
poſe himſelfa little, to favor them with a brief ſketch of 
bis adventures,. and inform them by what means he 
get into that diſmal retreat. 


Gentlemen, replied the aſtoniſhed youth, who 
could yet ſcarcely believe his eyes and ears, before 1 
gratify your requeſt, you muſt anſwer me two or three 
queſtions : Your appearance tells me you will do this 
candidly.” They aſſure! him upon honor they would. 
« Firſt then, were you ever in this place before this 
morning?” They immediately recounted to him the 
adventures of the frececing evening, not omitting 
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the moſt minute circumflance, This information ins 
{pired him with freſh. life : He then demanded if they 
were natives of England? And being thoroughly ſatis: 
ſied in theſe particulars, he exclaimed in rapture, 
Thanks to the immortal Jehovah! Deign to accept tha 
grateful thanks of an unworthy. mortal, thou glorious 
and inexhauſtible ſource of benerolence, for this interval 
of happineſs. in the midſt- of my Gifhels"? Pardon, mY 
imme am but mortal! 


© Forgive me, SY ſaid he, * Lbelaveves 
ry Ill; but I doubt not your generoſity. will impute it 
to the real cauſe.” They requeſted him to make no 
apology for his behavior as it needed none, affuring him 
they approved his ſenſibility, Ln looked on it as 
proof of a good heart. 


Eugenio, i ranger, perceiving their impatience 
to hear his ſtory, began thus: “ Well, gentlemen, L 
ſuppoſe you have not met with ſuch a ſcene as this im 
all your travels: If you fleaſe, we will deſcend.into- | 

my ſubterraneous habitation, which exhibits a lively 
| epitome of my own wretchedneſs.” The deſcent was 
very craggy, which ſupplied the want of ſtairs. After 
deſcending about twelve feet perpendicular, they found, 
themſelves in a kind of - grotto, the floor of which was: 
compoſed of {glid marble. Ihe roof was of a concave 
farm, lined with party-colpured ſhells, and ſtones of; 
diſſerent complexions and. qualities. The cave was 
about thirty, fect, longs N, ſeen in. vids The cad: 

2 N 
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next to the ſea was entirely open, forming an arch; 
and that part which compoſed the roof, projected full 

fiſteen feet beyond the mouth of the cavern, which 
{ſcreened him eſſectually from rain. The proſpect it 
aſſorded was really terrifying : Nothing could be ob- 
ſerved at the back part of the cave ; but the terror was 
greatly encreaſed by caſting the eye downward from the 
mouth to the dreadful cliffs which hung below. One 
would be tempted, when viewing this ſcene, to ſup- 
poſe that the author of the tragedy of Lear, was ſit- 
ting in the mouth of this cave, when penning the 
deſcription which he puts into the mouth of Edgar, 
in order to deter old Gloſter from the deſſ erate act of 
aaſling himſelf headlong from ſuch a height. 


In one corner of the cave lay a matraſs and 
ſome other bedding; in another, a ſmall trunk, which 
ſerved the double purpoſe of table and cupboard ; A 
ſmall kegg, and a brace of piſtols made up the reſt of 
the furniture, all which had been procured and cos 
veyed thither by the truſty ſervant, 


Being all ſeated on the matraſs, Eugenio proceeded- 
ta relate his ſtory:— . My narrative,” ſaid he, 6 gentle- 
men, will be found barren of pleaſure or amuſement, 
as it conſiſts entirely (the latter part at leaſt) of 
melancholy, vexation and deſpair. My father, one of 
the repreſentatives of the county of M-—, thought 
proper, after Thad gone through all the ſteps of a libe- 
ml education at home, that I ſhould take a tour chro- 
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France, Spann, and Italy. In conſequence of this re- 
ſolution, he ſought out an elderly gentleman, of 
good morals, completely verſed in the FTtiences, a 
competent judge of the human mind and the paſhons 
of it. He poſleſt a ſweetneſs of temper peculiar to 
himſelf, and his countenance and deportment would If 
have commanded reſpect among ruffians. Such a »þ 
perſon, inheriting every endearing qualification, could = 
not have failed to attract my moſt profound reverence ' 
and eſteem : I already anticipated the profit, as well 
as pleaſure, I ſhould derive from the company of a 
gentleman, who knew how to blend the moſt inſtruc- 
tive precepts with the moſt familiar converſation, 
from which I might imbibe principles that would re- 
flect honor on the choice of my father, the abilities 
of my tutor, and on my own genius and induſtry. 
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* My father's next care, was to engage a faithful 
fervant to attend us through the whole of our pere- 
grination; but fearing leſt a freſh hand, who was unac- | 
quainted with the family, might not anſwer the pur- 
poſe, he gave us his own valet, who ſerved him in his 
travels twenty years ago, and is the ſame you ſaw here 

| to-day. I had juſt entered my eighteenth year when 
I commenced this tour. Our firſt move was to Paris, | 
where we remained three months. From thence 
we went to Orleans, ſtayed. three weeks; and 
then proceeded to Lyons. We made but a ſhort ſtay 
there, reſolving to embark at Toulon for Civitta Ve- 
chia. We * fix weeks in Rome, and then viſited | 
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Naples, ſtaid there a ſhort time and ſet dut for Florences 
which we never yet have reached. Haying miſſed our 
proper road we travelled till we wefe within an incon- 
ſiderable diſtance of the capital of Sg Marino, My tu- 
tor, who had formerly been there, prop oſed, as we 
were ſo near, to ride into town, put up gur. horſes, 
refreſh, and ſpend an hour or two in the evening in 
the governor's garden, which, he ſaid, was a per- 
fea type of Eden—lodge in St, Marino, that nigbt, 
and ſtart for Florence in the morning. I, made no 
ohjection but ſubmitted every, thing to his ſuperior judg- 

ment. The landlord where we halted, ſent a little Italian 
with us to the porter of the goyernor's gardens, to re- 
queſt admiſſion fox us in his maſter*s name. He inform- 
ed the porter that we were a couple of foreign gentle- 
men on our travels, who had rode. a, conſiderable dif 
- tance out of our way in order to take a view of the 
gardens, and that his maſter would eſteem the favor as 
done to himſelf if he would admit us. He admitted us 
without heſitation, for, which my tutor rewarded him 
with a piece of gold, He-then conducted us to a walk. 
which led to the centre. I. was fruck with admira- 

tipn,at the aſtoniſhing ſiruggle between nature and art, 
which appeared in the beauteous diſpoſition of the innu- 
merable ſurrounding objects. In the centre, a baſon of 
marble, well flocked with gold and flyer fiſh, fifteen, 
yards diameter, had a very fine effect, which was 

engreaſed by the figure ol a ſea-horſe, gilt, in the mid- 
dle of the baſon, from 1 the noſtrils of which two ſtreams. 
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bafon is immediately ſurrounded by ten beautiful olive 


trees, planted at equal diſtances. Twenty yards from 
theſe, another circle of trees afford a charming ſhelter 


to the delightful arbors which occupy the intermediate 


ſpaces. - Here perſons of che firſt rank in the republic, 
uſually ſpend their evenings, aſter feaſting their ſight 
and ſmell with the exquifite oCours which proceed from 
the flowers of every hue ; which, by the culti- 


rating hands of the moſt celerated floriſts, are taught 


to grow indevery direction. In each of theſe arbors 
is an elegant organ, which, by turning a ſmall braſs 
cock, plays off thirty -· x favorite Italian airs : They 
can all be {et going together, or one, two, &c. at; lea- 
ſure. The contrivance is a maſter piece of art: By 
railing a ſmall gate in the fide of a canal at ſome dif: 
tance, from which the baſon is ſupplied, a ſmall trunk 
is immediately filled with water; at the other extremity 
of whichare as many braſs cocks as there are organs 3 
When theſe are turned, the muſic begins. One of thoſe 
organs was playing juſt as we paſſed the door of the 


arbor. We ſtopped a while to liſten to the enchanting 
ſound, an Eunuch coming out at that moment, my tutor 
enquired if a couple of foreigners might be admitted. 


He deſired us to wait a moment, leſt us, and inſtantly 
returning, deſired us to walk in. We complied; and 
were much ſurprized at being ſaluted, on our entrance, 
by five ladies“ (Here he faultered) “ Five ladies 


richly habited and cloſely veiled. (Here tears inter- 


rupted his narratiye. Recorering, © Gentlemen, 
Tardon my emotion,“ {aid he, “y ou will End in the 
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Naples, ſtaid there a ſhort time and ſet dut for Florence 
which we never yet have reached. Haying miſſed our 
proper road we travelled till xe wefe within an incon- 
ſiderable diſtance of the capital of Sa Marino, My tu- 
tor, who had formerly been there, prop oſed, as we 
were ſo near, to ride into town, put up gur horſes, 
refreſh, and ſpend an hour or two in the evening in 
the governor's garden, which, he ſaid, was a per- 
ſect type of Eden. — lodge in St. Marino that nigbt, 
and ſtart for Florence in the morning. L made no 
. ohjection but ſubmitted every thing to his ſuperior. judg- 
ment. The landlord where we e halted ſent alittle Italian 
with us to the porter of the goyernor's gardens, to re- 
queſt admiſſion fox us in his maſter's name. He inform - 
ed the porter that we were a couple of foreign gentle- 
men on our travels, who had rode a, conſiderable dif: 
- tance out of our way in order to take a view of the 
gardens, and that his maſter would eſteem the favor as 
done to himſelf if he would admit us. He admitted us 
without heſitation, for, which my tutor rewarded him 
with a piece of gold. He-then conducted us to a walk. 
which led to the centre. I. was ſtruck with admira- 
tigg at the aſtoniſhing ſtruggle between nature and art, 
which appeared in the beauteous diſpoſition of the ianu- 
merable ſurrounding objects,. In che centre, a baſon of 
marble, well Gocked with gold and flyer fiſh, fifteen, 
yards diameter, had a very. fine effect, which was 
encreaſed by the figure of a ſea-horſe, gilt, in the mid- 
de of the baſon, from the noſtrils of which two ſtreams 
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bafon is immediately ſurrounded by ten beautiful olive 


trees, planted at equal diſtances. 'Twenty yards from 
theſe, another circle of trees afford a charming ſhelter 


to the delightful arbors which occupy the intermediate 


ſpaces. Here perſons of che firſt rank in the republic, 
uſually ſpend their evenings, aſter feaſting their light 
and ſmell with the exquifite odours which proceed from 
the flowers of every hue ; which, by the culti- 


rating hands of the moſt celerated floriſts, 'are taught 


to grow invevery direction. In each of theſe arbors 
is an elegant organ, which, by turning a ſmall braſs 


cock, plays off thirty-ſx favorite Italian airs : They 


can all be {et going together, or one, two, &c. at; lea- 
ſure. The contrivance is a maſter piece of art: By 
raiſing a ſmall gate in the fide of a canal at ſome dif; 
tance, from which the baſon is ſupplied, a ſmall trunk 
is immediately filled with water; at the other extremity 
of which are as many braſs cocks as there are organs: 
When theſe are turned, the muſic begins. One of thoſe 
organs was playing juſt as we paſſed the door of the 
arbor. We ſtopped a while to liſten to the enchanting 
| ſound, an Ewiuch-coming out at that moment, my tutor 


enquired if a couple of foreigners might be admitted. 


He deſired us to wait a moment, leſt us, and inſtantly 
| returning, deſired us to walk in. We complied; and 
were much ſurprized at being ſaluted, on our entrance, 
by five ladies“ (Here he faultered) “ Five ladies 
richly habited and cloſely veiled. (Here tears inter- 
rupted his narrative. ' Recorering, © Gentlemen, 
Fardon my emotion,“ ſaid he, © you will find in the 
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lequel of my unhappy ſtory, enough- to Jultihy wie be- 
ſent behayfor. 


5 « We vetorited their falute in & proper manner. 
The muſic was ſuddenly ſtopt, and one of the ladies, 
who by her air and the ſuperiority of her drefs, appear- 
& to claim the precedence, requeſted us to be ſeated, 
_ with which we complied. She then aſked how long 
Ve had been in Italy? My tutor ſatisfied her in this 
particular , ſhe proceeded to afk ſeveral other queſtions 
eoneeming our paſt travels, and the route we intended 
to take 5 te all of which we anſwered without reſerve. 
She expreſſed her GtisfaQtion with the difcription we 
Rad given her of England, France, and che other places 
throtigh which we had paſſed ; and in her turn deſerib- 
ed in the moſt animating ſtyle, the innumerable rarities 
& Ftaty; adding, that three days would hot be ſuſholent 
to review thoſe gardens, as they were very extenfive, 
We paſſed the higheſt encomiums on the taſte, magnifi- 
cence and convenience, which appeared in every part; 
but urged the unavoidable necefſity of departing from 
thence the next morning, as our time was limited, 
and wie had frent a greet portion of it in France ; 
therefore, it required our exertion, in order to finiſh 
our intended tour within the appointed time. 


To this ſhe made no ayſwer, but rung a ſmall bell, 
which, brought the Eunuch, to wkem ſhe whiſpered _ 
few words: He withdrew immediztely, but ſocti 


aker returned, bearing too bottles, ſome glaſſes, and 
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acaket of the moſt dilicious fruits. Having placed 
theſe an a table, he was ordered to ſet the muſic to = 
playing. The ladies invited us to partake of this re- | 
freſkment. The muſic began, and the ladies unveiled.— 
But ah! The pangs thatſight has coſt me are beyond 
deſcription | The firſt time my raviſhed eyes met thoſe 
of the beauteous Terentia, my ſoul experienced emo- 
tions to which, till then, I had been a ſtranger ! Un- 
der theſe new imprefbons I was much embatraſled, 
I retired for ſome time, for feeling my face fluſhed 
/ with an unuſual warmth, I was afraid my tutor ſhould 
perceive my agitation 3 well knowing him to be a man « 
ol the moſt acute penetration, and apt to draw the moſt 
exact concluſions. I was convinced that the beauteous 
object who was the cauſe of my emotion, perceived 
it plainly ; for whenever my eyes accilentally met 
hers, I found them rivetted on me; fhe' would then 
caſt them-downwards, and -affe& to be paying earneſt 
attention to the muſic. Having walked once or twice 
round the baſon, I found myſelf pretty well compo- 
fed; I ſummoned all my fortitude, and returned to 
my company. After the organ had played off a round, 
my tutor made a motion to retire 3 accordingly, hav- 
ing male a proper acknowledgement, for the very kind 
reception we had met with, we took leave and de- 


parted. 


ce We returned to dat inn, and retired/ early to weſt. 
When I reflected on our evening's adventure „ began to 
be well ſatisſie J at leaving St. Marino ih the mornings 
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as the means of obliterating the memory of an infant 
attachment, which, if ſuffered to gather ſtrength, muſt 


inevitably draw after it a train of diſagreeable, if not 
fatal conſequences ; for by the influence the dear Fe- 


rentia had over the reſt of the ladies, I concluded, and 


rightly too, that ſhe muſt be tlfe governor's daughter. 


My ſleep, however, was much diſturbed by dreams, 


yet when my tutor awakened me, which was at day- 
break, I found myſelf in tolerable ſpirits. The reaſon 
he aſſigned for waking me fo early, was, that it would 
be much more agreeable to ride in the morning, than in 
the ſcorching rays of noon. I roſe immediately, 


and though the mandate appeared ſomewhat diſagreea- 


ble at firſt, yet I dreſſed briſkly.: In the mean time, my 
tutor rouſed the landlord, and owlered our horſes to 
be got ready immediately. My chagrin wore off inſews . 
ſibly, and the viſions of the preceding night were en- 
tirely obliterated; I became compoſed and cheerful, 
and began toanticipate the pleaſure of viewing the ra- 
rities of Florence. My ſervant was adjuſting my hair, 
when my tutor entered and informed us, that our 
horſes were ſtolen! What then is to be done? ſaid J. 
Why, replied my tutor, we muſt remain here a 
day or two, in order that the landlord may have an op- 


- Portunity of making a ſearch for them, and if they are 


not to be found, he muſt pay for them, and we muſt 
endeavor to procure others. We had depoſited a hun- 
dred guineas; the value of the horſes, in the hands of the 


owner, but were to be reimburſed in Florence, by the 


perſon to whom we were to deliv er them, all but bſicey 
guineas, which was for their hire. 
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. « Being detained contrary to our wiſhes or expeQa- 
tions, my tutor, after breakfaſt, propoſed taking a fur- 
ther view of the Governor's gardens, which pleaſed me 
exceedingly. On our way to the gardens, my tutor 
pointed to a ſuperb edifice, which he informed me was 
the palace of the Governor. We flood ſome minutes 
to view this magnificent ſtructure, and as we were 
turning to go to the gardens, I perceived at one of the 
upper windows, the lady who had treated us ſo kindly 
the preceding evening; but perceiving us, ſhe inflantly 
diſappeared. | Ho 4 on 

This incident gave me ſome uneaſineſs; however, 
I ſtill ſupported a kind of feigned cheerfulneſs, in order 
to deceive my tutor the firſt time I had ever felt an 
inclination ſo to do. Having gained admittance, we 
Rook a diderent walk from that of the preceding day, 
which led us into one of the moſt delightful ſcenes in 
nature, Here, painting, botany, ftatuary, &c. were 
carried to the moſt elevated pinnacle of perfection: 
Endleſs beauty and variety attracted the ſight, and the 
moſt exquiſite odours pervaded the whole parterre. 
If there is a place on earth, deſcriptive of the primeval 
reſidence of our firſt parents, this muſt be the ſpot. 


* 0 7 x * 7h To , 
e We trayerſed theſe paradiſiacal walks until noon, 
and the day beginning to grow warm, we retired into 
an elegant ſummer-houſe, ſo ſituated as to ſcreen us en- 
tirely from the meridional beams, and at the ſame time 
to command a proſpect of the circus, baſon, &c. 
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Me ſat diſcourſing there for ſome time my tutor. 
according to his uſual manner, Philoſophizing and mo- 
ralizing on every perceptible object. At length, grow- 
ing drowſy, he ſaid he would take a nap, and deſired 
me to awaken him in an hour. After he had ſlept ſome 


moments, I found myſelf weary ſitting alone, I got up, 


and bent miy ſteps towards a ſmall grove of trees, cut 
in the form of cones, and planted in narrow rows 


which formed a very refreſtung retreat. 


re J had not been long in this ſequeſtered ſpot, when T 
faw four or five young ladies croſs the walk I was in, 


at the diſtance of about a hundred yards. They turned 


their faces full on me as they eroſſed, but paſſed along 
without heſitation. Though I was not ſure they were 


the ſame T had been in company with the evening be- 


fore, yet I found an unuſual flow of ſpirits on their paſt 
ing, and was anxious to have a full view of them, for 
ſomething whiſſ ered me, There goes the cauſe of your 
Hte unealineſs. 1 immediately, IT know not by what 
impulſe, advanced to the ſpot where they had thwarted 
my fight. When I arrived there, I deſcried them at a 
diſtance taking leave of each other, after which each 


took a different route. 1 was convinced that T had 


gueſſed rightly, for ſhe whoſe image had haunted me 


alſ the foregoing night, was then walking ſlowly before 
me, towards the farther end of the walk. Prompted 
by a motive too powerſul for. me to reſiſt, T followed, 


without approving of my own condudt, and foon 


oyertock her. Hearing ſome body walking behind 


her, ſhe looked round and I advancing, ſaluted her, 
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He returned my ſalute very-ingenuouſly, and we joined 

* -<onverſation to the end ofthewalk, and enteted an ele-: 
gant rotunda, by which it terminated, where. we diſ- 
courſel familiarly on ſeveral matters, with the :;wlatiore 

of which I ſhall not trouble you; let it fuſce to ſay, that 
we not only echanged vows of eternal fidelity, but for- 
med an aſſignation to meet, that very evening, in order 

20 enliſt ourſelves under the ſacred bonds of hymen 


know, gentlemen, you will condenm my precip 
fancy: 3 but if you reflect that love was the acting ſprings 
my unhappy caſe will have a claim to your pity, at 
Jeaſt., We parted, and I found my tutor ſtill fleepings 
I awakened him, and we returned, to the inn to dinner. 4 
In the afternoon the landlord returned, and informed 
I that he had got intelligence of the horſes ; but deſir- 
ed one of us.to go with him, as he had taken very 
little notice of them, and conſequently would not be 
able to prove them, if required. My tutor faid he would 
go, and accordingly ſet out, and I have not ſeen him 
6 
* In the evening, I repaired to the ſpot where I 
"was to meet the object of my love; *twas at the en- 
trance of a wood at the foot of this mountain. 
She appeared at the time appointed, and we at her re- 
queſt penetrated the wood about half a mile, to the 
mountain brow, where we were met by an old Friar, 
who conducted us to a cell, in the ſide of the rock, 
and, "ſhutting the door, deſired us to ſit down, My 
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de performed in a very devout and becoming manner. 
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charming bride told him ſhe was in haſte, and requeſi- 
oed him to perform the ceremony a as be 


x? * ans 


e He then reptefonted the imminent danger to which 
he ſhould expoſe himſelf, and the magnitude of the 
oſſence ; adding, that he trembled at the fatal conſe- 
quences that muſt inevitably follow a diſcovery. She 
told him there” was not a perſon on earth privy to it but 
thole who were preſent, and that as ſhe intended to 


lleep in her own apartment that night, there was not 


the leaſt ſhadow of danger. To theſe arguments ſhe 
added a purſe of gold, which effeQually filenced the 
reyerend father, and ſecured his ſervice. 


* He then procee led to the nuptial ceremony, which 


Alter the ceremony was ended, he laid the ſtricteſt in- 
junctions on us never to diſcover the place nor the per- 
fon by whom we had been married. This we both 
promiſe] religiouſly to obſerve ; then, having thanked 
him and wiſhed him a good night, we were about to 


Leave the cell, when we were much alarmed at hearing 
the found of human voices, approaching. Our con- 


ſternation was increaſed, when the Friar, who went 
out on the firſt alarm, came in and informed us, that 
a party of the Governor's life guards, with an officer at 


their head, were within two hundred yards, advancing 
| briſkly, by torch-light. Imagination cannot ſhape” 


to itſelf a ſituation more alarming than mine Was at 


9 : 2 
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Gat moment. The Friar faid, Fly my ſon ! Vour being 
Yount here will be fatal to us all. I have a private way 
to eſcape under ground; perhaps if you are not foundz 
all may yet be well.“ There was no time for delibe- 
ration; 3 J was conſtrained to comply, Heaven knowt 
with what reluctance! So, after taking a parting em- 
brace, I fear for ever, of my dear Terentia, he gave 
me a burning, waxen taper in iny hand ; then lifting 
a trap door, beſtowed on me his benediction, and L 
entered the diſmal gulph, overwhelmed with all the 
horrors which ſuch a dreadful viciſſitude was capa- 
ble of producing. He ſhut down the door and left 
me to penetrate the bowels of this mountain for near 
a mile, under the moſt excruciating torture of mind. 
„At length, I emerged once more into open air, 
through a crevice of a rock barely wide enough to ad- 
mit me. I wandered about through the thickets, ſome- 
tines miſſing my ſteps and falling many yar.'s down 
the rugged fide of the mountain, til} day light, when 
I found myſelf on the uppermoſt declivity of this pro- 
montory, which affords a much more horrid proſe& 
than you now behold. In that inhoſpitable {-ot I ſat 
down, weary and faint with climbing from cne ridge 
of rocks to another, all night, to bemoan my adverſe 
fate, ruminating on the dreadful ſituation to which, 
in the ſkort ſpace of two days and two nights, I was 
reduced, the circumſtances which produced, and 
thoſe which accompanied this change; I became as 
it were, petrified with grief and aſtoniſhment, and re- 
mained inſenſible of every thing, and ſhould * 
O 2 
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never have recdrered, had not my man, who provi- 
dentially through curiofity watched us to the cell, 
and lay c perdue till the guards were gone, diſcovered 
my retreat. He, obſerving that they took my dear 
ſhouſe and the Friar with them, ſuſpected I was ſlain, 
an as ſoon as they were out of ſight, entere l the cell. 


V Aſter he had called me ſeveral times by name, he 
began to ſearch diligently, and ſinding a waxen taper, 
light it, and as he has ſince informed me, ſearched eve- 
ry part of the cell with great minuteneſs. He was ex- 
ecedingly ſurprized, and could not believe his own eyes: 
Looking again, however, very narrowly, he eſpied the 
trap door, which he raiſed and deſcended inſtantly. 
He continued purſuing and calling me until his taper, 
was exhauſted, and then 'groped his way to the hole 
through which I had paſſed. It being then broad day, 
ſo that in ſome places he could trace my footſteps along. 
Obſerving ſomething white, at a diſtance on an emi- 
rence, far above him, he advanced towards it, thinking 
I had laid down, and hung my handkerchief there as a 


ſignal to him in caſe he ſhould ſearch for me. However, 
in this he was miſtaken ; for though it was my handker- 


chief, I was not there, but had dropped it by accident. 
But it happened through the providence 'of God; that 


as he flood debating with himſelf,whether he ſhould 


proceed, or return back by the way he came, and in- 


\ Form my tutor of what had happened, that he perceived 
me at the diſtance, he ſuppoſed, of three quarters of a 


mile, climbing over a ridge of rocks. He had once 


q. | | 
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a mind to call; but reflecting, that as I was igno- 
rant of his having followed me, I might conceive it 
to be ſome of the guards in purſuit, and condeal 
myſelf where he would not be able to . me, deter- 
mined to follow in filence. 


« He found me in the ſituation I have before de- 
ſcribed, and having aſter a long ſearch, found a ſpring 
iſſuing from a rock, he waſhed my face and temples, by 
which means I recovered my {ſenſes again. Miſerable 
as I was, a tranſient gleam of joy ran through my foul 
on beholding my truſty, alſectionate ſervant; but gloomy 
refleQions. took place of that, and I fear will pervade 
my ſoul till death puts a 1 to my liſe and miſeries 


together. 


ec The place in which he found me, aſſorded no ſhelter 
from the fury of a ſtorm, which was collecting, we 
therefore ſet out in ſearch for a fituation that would, and 
chance directed us to this cavern. About noon the clouds 
diſperſed, and the weather became ſerene, my man de- 
olared he would endeavor to find. the way to town, in 
order to gain ſome intelligence of my tutor, if poſlible, 
and to procure ſome proviſions for me. Though I ar- 
dently wiſhed to know how matters had been conducted. 
ſince the-unhappy aſlair of the preceding evening, and 
though we could not exiſt long without ſome refreſh- 
ment, yet it was with reluQtance I permitted him to 
go. A thouſand doubts and fears poſſeſſed my mind, 
gatil he returned, and informed me of his ſucceſs, On 
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his arrived Jn am; ke war bi werden bo gu @ bar iz 
but ſear being ever watchful, before he ventured to ap- 
proach, he took care to have a watchful eye about him, | 
© Jeſt he ſhould be diſcovered, and was no ſooner within 
fight of the houſe than he perceived it ſarrotnded by 
guards. He retreated with ſome precipitation, down 
à narrow lane, which led to a remote part of the town. 
Slackening his pace a little, he accidentally met an old 
acquaintance, with whom he had contracted an intima- 
cy when attending my father in his travels. His friend 
invited him to partake of a bottle of wine, to which he 
complied, and while drinking, they enquired of each 
other the particulars of their travels, employment, &ei 
They both anſwered without reſerve. My friend,” 
faid the other to my man, I am ſorry to find you 
are in the ſervice of a perſon, who if found, will meet 
fie moſt rigorous treatment, if not an ignominious 
death. The old gentleman, his companion, is now in 
à dungeon, as well as the Friar and landlord; and I 
am afraid that will not be the greateſt puniſhment the 
Governor will inflict on them, for he is much enraged 
 againft them. I was prefent at their whole examina- 
tion, and though there does not appear any cauſe of 
2 acculation againſt any but the Friar, rc 2 — the 
A, P * | * 


ec My man then requeſted him to tell every cirrum- 
flance he knew, which he did in a few words. He 
mformed him, that an ancient Duenna, who had nurſed 
| Perentia, and had-a real afletion'for her, ſeeingher ſet 
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out towards the Friar's cell, reſolved to follow and ac- 
eompany her home, but on ſeeing her ſo familiarly give 
me her hand and enter the wood with me, returned in- 
ſtantly, and informed the Governor of the diſcovery ſhe 
had made, who immediately ordered his guards to ge 


to Friar John's cell, and bring every perſon he found - 


there inſtantly before him. The dear creature diſclaim- 
ed all manner of knowledge or acquaintanee with me: 
That ſhe had met a gentleman on her entering the wood, 
ſhe confeſſed, but denied having anydiſcourſe with him; 


The Friar alſo perſiſted in having ſeen her come alone 


to the cell, and that there had been no other Reba 
there that evening. | | | 
60 „ the ir aſſeverations of innocence, 
the Friar was committed to the dungeon, and my dear 
bride to the care of the Dueana, with orders to keep 
her cloſely confined from the fight of every perſon but 
herſelf. « Your horſes,” continued his friend, “ wers 


found in the poſſeſſion of a man, who would not delirer 


them to any perſon but ſome of the Governor's -houl> 
hold: The landlord, and the old gentleman took him 
by force and conveyed him to town late laſt night, 
eonfined him in a room till this morning, when they 
obtained an audience of the Governor, and had 
their priſoner examined. His examination developed 
the whole aſlair, for he produced a note in the hand 
writing of Terentia, charging him to keep the horſes 
ſafely, until the bearer: or ſome other of her father's 


domeſlics ſhould demand them, and not then with. 


* 
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out her orders in writing. On being aſketl ho de- 
livered' the horſes to hin, he anſw/ered he believed is 
to be one of the Governor's Eunuch's, and that he was 
ſure he ſhould. know him if he conls ſee him , again: 
All the Eunuchs were then brought into the preſence of 


e goretnor; and the mum inflantly-pointed out the 


- eulprit: He denied the fact poſitively, and bore the 
rack a conſiderable time before he diſcloſed tlie truth. 
He confeſſel that his miſtreſs had givet him orders to 
watch two gentlemen from the gardens to their lodgings, 
to find out whether they travelled on horſchack or not: 
That having performed this, he inſormed her of every 
circumſtance, and that ſhe gave him money am] the 
note, charging him to go in the night, take the horſes 
out of the ſtable, and coey them to the place where 
chey were found. The Governor ordered him to be 
frarigled immediately... The man in whoſe cuſtody the 
horſes were found, was ſeverely ſcourged, for not giving 
immediate notice to the Governor of theſe proceedings: 
& guard was ſent to the inn to ſearch for me, with 
orders not to return without me; and my tutor and 
here *. confined, till T ou be found, 


| « This was all he could collea at that time, an] 
Being well aſſured of the fidelity of his friend, informed 
him of my concealment, and begged he would aſſiſt 
him in procuring ſome neceffaries for my ſupport : Lis 
ke complied with, and they parted, 'having previouſly 
| * eee place. 
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My man returned in the evening, much agu, 
| having carried this matraſs and cover, beſides provi- 
ſions enough for a week's wen and a large flaik. - 


of wine. 


« When I reflected on the concatenation of eircum- 
Aances by which my late happineſs, and preſeyt miſe-- 
ry was eTeed, I could not but admire the power 
of love, which ſurmounts every difficulty, and maugre 
-conſequences, braves every danger to attain its end. 
It is obvious, that our horſes were taken for no other 
purpoſe than to detain us in St. Marino ſome days 
longer. But to proceed => - | 


* 


From the inſormation of my man, reſpecting the 
e H.elity of his friend, I began to entertain hopes of 
yet regaining my dear Terentia, if there was a poſhbi- 
Iity of conveying a letter to her. I communicated theſe 
ideas to my man, which he ſaid exaQly correſponded 
with his, and adde, that but for the ſhortneſs of the 
time, he would have ſounded his friend on that ſubject, 
but would not fail to try every expedient to procure 
me the ſatisfaQtion I Cefired.. He met his friend accord- 
Ing to appointment and found every thing to kis wiſh. 
His friend is in the ſervice of an Engliſh. gentleman, 
who lolges in a houſe in a back ſtreet, the back win- 
dows of which overlocks the Governorꝰs private garden, 


which is immediately attached to the palace —— 
His friend further informed him, that he had formed 
am intimacy with a female domeſtic of the Governor's, 


A 
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by whoſe means he could'be informed of UPS par. 
ticular relative to my affairs. He ſaid, the Duenna 
attended the young lady as the ſhadow the ſubſtance ; 
but that he did not doubt finding means to convey her 
© a letter, if committed to his charge. My man affur- 
ed him of an aufe reward if he ſucceeded 3 but with 
all conjured him not to communicate the ſecret to his 
. = fair enamoratta. He then, with the aſſiſtance of his 
2 friend, procured pen, ink and paper ; flint, ſteel and 
candles, and returned to me full of the ſucceſs of his ne- 
- _ -gociation. I was overjoyed at the proſgect of return- 
ing happineſs, and embraced him as a brother—indeed 

| he has manifeſted the moſt unſhaken attachment, and 
©  unwearieddiligencein ſoothing my Are; which 

demands my utmoſt ä | 


— 


The next morning 1 wrote a letter to my dear 
gi!) „wherein I deſcribed my dreadful ſituation —ainted 
'* the anguiſh of my mind on her particular account, and 
A my ſorrow for the fate of my beloved tutor. I conjuret 


2 —— 
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ber by the ſacred ties which united our ſouls, to let me 


know the ſituation of a#airs there, and gave her a hint 

of the fidelity of the perſon who forwarded the letter. 
| I ſeale] and delivere. this to my faithful ſervant, 
| « Now, fir,” ſaid he, “ don't be alarmed, if you 
should not ſee me for a day or two, as it is impoflible to 
hurry this kind of buſineſs, becauſe it depends entirely 
upon circumſtances, and muſt be con lucted with the 
greateſt caution,” He was gone four days and as 


N tedious nights : I T9. to look on my ruin as 
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Mevitable. I ſaw already my man ſtretched on the rack 
aw the guards aſcending the mountain, and was 
ſeveral times preparing to take the deſperate leap, 
from which you prevented me today. It was my 
determination to eſcape my enemies by that means, if 
ever they ſhould diſcover my retreat. 


e At length, however, he arrived with a letter from 

her dear hand: (Here he read the letter:) He ſaid his 
ſriend bid him tell me, that he had never run ſuch a 
haz zard in his life, as he did in procuring it. He had 
taken an opportunity of dropping my letter into the 
walk before her, when her keeper was at ſome diſtance 
behind. Terentia, ſaw it fall, and caſting her eyes; 
upwards and perceiving him, ſeemed to heſitate z how- 
ever, ſhe picked it up and thruſt it haſtily into her bo- 
ſom. Her keeper overtook her preſently and paſſed, 


her, an{ after ſome time went into the palace. Dur- 
ing her ſtay in the houſe he obſerved my wife, ſeated. 


in a. ſhady ſpot, reading the letter, with much appa- 
rent emotion. She ſuppreſſed her agitation, and ſeem- 
ed anxious to ſpeak to him; but that was impoſſible, 
as the Duenna Juſt then returned. The next morning, 
very early, he poſted himſelf at the window, and 
though it was but juſt day light, ſhe was there, She 
perceived him immediately, and ſhowed him a billet 
which ſhe ſeemed anxious to convey to him. He made 
a ſign to her to throw it down, and retire, giving her | 
to underſtand that he would deſcend for it, ſhe under- 
ſtood him and immediately complied. He then, by 


the help of a rope-ladder, which was kept in the houſe | 
5 | 
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in caſe of fire, deſcended ſpeedily, took up the letter; 
and returned to his poſt ; then taking up his ladder he 
flood ſome minutes, till the dear creature, who had 
been obſerving his motions, returned to the ſpot where 
ſhe had left the letter, and perceiving it gone, looked 
up at him with a glow of ſatisfaction on her counte- 


- nance, and retired into the houſe. His friend further 


ſaid that he did not conceive it impoſhble to deliver her 
entirely from her confinement, and if I could deviſe 
means to conyey her out of Italy immediately, he 
would freely undertake it. 


* You ſee gentlemen,” ſaid he, © that my worthy tu- 
tor is condemned to linger out his days in a miſerable 
dungeon, and ſelf preſervation will not permit me to 
take any ſtep towards eſſecting his liberation. This 
thought afflicts me beyond meaſure. If he had incur- 
red his puniſhment by any miſconduct of his own, 
I ſhould have been ſenſibly afiQed ; but the reflection 
of his being entirely innocent, and of the whole crime 
being mine, diſtracts me, and, I fear, will make ſuch 
an im reſſion of grief on my mind, as will never be ef- 
faced. - 

«© My ſervant is now gone with a letter to inſorm 
my dear Terentia that Lam determined to free myſelf 
and her quickly, or periſh in the attempt. He is alſo 
to req uc lis (friend to aſſiſt him in procuring beaſts to 
convey us to L2ghorn, where, if we ſuccee l, I will 
embark ſor Eagland immediately. This, geutlemen, 
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is the ſum of my unhappy ſtory, and I think you muſk 
acknowledge my misfortunes to be peculiarly diſtreſ- 
| lng: ſuch as, I hope, you will never Er t 


They confeſſed he had been unfortunate, but ex- 
horted him to be cheerful, for that his caſe, at preſent, 


was by no means deſperate ; that he had now reaſon to 
expect that his affairs would take a favourable turns 
They informed him of their intended voyage, and pro- 
miſed him every poſbble aſſiſtance. Juſt at this inllant 
the ſervant arrived. 


The ſervant ſtarted at the fight of ſtrangers, and was 


going to retire, but his maſter, perceiving his intention 
prevented him, ſaying, Fear nothing, here are none 
but friends: Come forward, how have you ſped F 
At that inſtant Mercutio and George aroſe, with an 
intention to retire ; but Eugenio inſiſted on their ſtay, 
until his ſervant ſhould have diſcloſed the reſult of his 
negociation. They acquieſced, and he defired the 
ſervant to inform them, without reſerve, of all his 


tranſactions ſince his departure from thence : He be- 


gan as follows: ö 


er T met my friend at the appointed place, who in- 
formed me that the Governor of St. Marino intends 
paying a viſit to the Doge of Venice, in a very ſhort 
time : He added, that the lady is not ſo cloſely confin- 
ed as ſhe has been, being now permitted to walk in the 
garden alone. He adviſes you, Gr, to remain here 
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until her father ſets out for Venice; in the mean time, 
he promiſes to arrange matters ſo as to effect the libera- 


tion of the lady immediately after the departure of hex 


"Haden delivered a letter which, be fd, his friend 
bad procured from the lady's own hand. Eugenig 
ſeized it, and read it with avigity, then preſenting it ta 
Miercutio, faid, Behold a flight ſrecimen of her mental 
q<compliſh ments, and tell me whether the communica- 


tion of happineſs appears to be intimately connected 
with ſuch perſeclion, or not, 


1 . 4 
Aſter peruſing it attentively, our hero and his friend 
could not withhold their aſſent to his propoſition: 
They beſtowed the greateſt encomiums on the amiable 
gud beloved writer, who, by the ſpirit, eaſe and ele- 
gance with which {he wrote, would have arreſted the 
attention £ and extorted the approbation of the. moſt 
ſurly critic. To the moſt ardent vows of eternal hde- 


_ Livy, united with wiſhes for her deliverance, ſhe added 


an intimation of her father's intended journey to Ve- 
nice, and a minute account of the particular rout he 
A to take. 


nn 3 Eugenio to 5 bimfelf per- 
ſealy eaſy, as from the preſent face of his affairs, he 
| had every reaſon to hope they would ſhortly terminate 
to his entire ſatisfaction. George heartily joined in, 
the admonitien, and added, that his houſe and purle 
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were at his ſervice, together with all the perſonal aſ- 


fiſtance in his power. My beloved friends,” ſaid 
the aſtoniſhed Eugenio, how ſhall I render you a 


proper return for your unparalelled generoſity ? The 
liberality, and extenſive latitude of your offers, when L 


reflect on my preſent critical ſituation, and the danger 
to which you expoſe yourſelves in caſe of diſcovery, 


really amaze me! Of one thing I am ſure—if the whole 
of my future life ſhould be devoted entirely to your 
ſervice it would fall infinitely ſhort of a ſuitable re- 
turn.” Common humanity, replied George, is ſuffici- 


ent in this caſe to prompt us to contribute to your re- 


lief, therefore we can have no claim on your gratitude ; 


for all the good offices we can poſſibly perform in be- 
half of each other will entitle us to no other reward, 
than a conſciouſneſs of having performed a part of that 
duty, which, as men, we owe one to another, If by 
any thing in our power, your happineſs is ſecured, 
we ſhall participate with you in the conviction of hav- 
ing ated with propriety z and the only acceptable re- 


turn you can make s is your friendſhi p- independent of : 


acknowledgments, 


This eſſectually filenced Eugenio, and George pro- 
poſed to retire: © In the evening,” ſaid he, „I will 
ſend a perſon to conduct you and your ſervant to my 


houſe, which is but a ſhort diſtance from hence, where 

you ſhall be properly accommodated, and may remain 

in as much privacy as here, till your affairs are brought 

to an iſſue.” Eugenio " about to return an anſwer 
2 
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full of grateful acknowledgments ; but they politely | 
| taking Fre: and bidding bim ſear nothing, departed, 


| 'As hey deſcended the mountain, their diſcourſe na- 
turally turned on the amazing revolutions of human af- 
fairs. Eugenio,“ ſaid George, « was beginning to 
grow deſperate yeſterday, and if we had not diſcovered 
his retreat, it is more than probable he would have at- 
tempted 1 the regaining his wife by means which, per- 
haps, might have terminated in his deſtruction.” Ve- 
ry likely,” replied, Mercutio; © the ſenſe of his misfor- 
tunes had nearly oyercome his reaſon and fortitude : 
How often are we prevented, by the interpoſition of 
Divine Providence from the commiſſion of that, which, | 
if permitted, would involve us in inevitable ruin! 
Then how thankful ought we to be to that mighty Be- 
ing which ſpake all things i into exiſtence, for his mer- 
 Ciful condeſcenſion in reſtraining us from actions which, 
if committed, his juſtice muſt have ſeverely puniſhed.” 


Hun regained the Foot of the mountain, they 
were joined by their ladies, who were taking a walk 
along the ſea ſhore, the ground between which and the 
mountain being covered with a delightful verdure, with 
fine tiffts of trees interſperſed, on the boughs of which 

millions of birds ſat ſinging; the azure concave was 

beautifully clear to the extremity of the horizon, and 
every object conſpired to render their excurſion agreea - 


ble. It was in this delightful {pot that George inform- 4 


ed the ladies of the diſcovery his friend and he had that 


— KR 
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morning made. They Unlened with. aſtoniſhment and 
expreſſed the utmoſt ſolicitude for the ſucceſs of Euge - 

nio and Terentia. They next conſulted on the moſt * 
ſalutary meaſures to be employed with regard to their 


intended journey, and after. rejeQing ſeveral propoſi- 


tions, agreed, that preparations. ſhould be made for 
a ſudden departure, horſes provided, ready to ſtart 
at a ruinute*s warning, and all things packed up ready 
to lay on them. It was alſo thought requiſite that 
Eugenio and Terentia ſhould aſſume the appearance of 
ſervants, at leaſt till their arrival at Florence, in order, 


by concealing their quality, to prevent diſcovery. ' 
Theſe preliminaries being agreed to, George inſtructed 


a ſervant how to aſcend the mountain and to nee 
Eugenio down thither in the twilight. 


| Eugenio arrived attended by his guide and ſervant 
Juſt as candles were lighting. "The reception he met 


with, reflected the higheſt honour on the feelings of his 
new found friends: He was introduced to the ladies 
by Mercutio; they received him with rey of: the 


moſt profound reſpect. 


0 was a handſome perſon, perfectly well 
ſhaped and extremely polite ; his complexion fair, his 
features manly ; and though his late misfortunes had, 
in ſome meaſure, checked his natural vivacity, yetre- 


turning hope rendered his company very agreeable, 
which, added to his mental qualifications, ſecured him 


| As 


a ſlrong prepoſſeſſion inthe afſegions of his ne friends, 
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who now adtually conſulted the caſe and ſafety of thelt 


gickt mote hau den cen. [7:04:01 20 
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Aſter ſupper, George informed Bago 6 of the 
plan which had been adopted, which he highly appror- 
ed, expreſſed much ſurprize at the promptitude of hi 
friends to ſerve him, and promiſed eternal friendſhip in 


return. 


Early on the following day, Eugenio dif] patched his 
man with a letter to Terentia, informing her of his for- - 
tunate ſituation, and of the plan projected by his friends: 
He likewiſe ſent a handſome preſent to his agent in 
town, requeſting at the ſame time, his every allſtance 
to releaſe the. lady as ſoon as the Governor ſhould de- 


part, aſſuring him of an ample reward. The man had 
orders to conceal himſelf in town till an anſwer was 
procured. George inſtantly began to make the neceſ- 


ſary arrangements for the intended journey, in which 
Mercutio affiſted him. The houſe in which George 


reſided was ready furniſhed, therefore his moveables 
could be eaſily packed in portmantaus, which was 
immediately done, while our hero and George went in 
queſt of horſes, to tranſport them whenever they might 
be called for. In the mean time, Eugenio's ſervant ar- 


rived.with a letter from Terentia, in ſubſtance as fol- 


lows: - 


e Bxr.ovry EUGEN10, 


Ko My heart vibrates with joy, at hearing the news of 
. your preſent ſafety, and of your acquiſition of fuch - 
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ce noble friends as thoſe deſcribed in your welcome 
& epiſtle. The perſon who has promoted our correſſ on- 
6“ dence is, though a ſervant, a perſon of exalted ſenti- 
e ments, and has formed a plan for my deliverance, 
« which; with the aſſiſtance of Heaven, cannot fail: 
c Yourſervant will acquaint you withthe particulars 
« Three days more will, Lr, reſtore me to my 
te dear Eugenio; for my father ſets out the day after to- 
te morrow.— Father John, your tutor arid. the keeper 
« of the priſon have all abſconded—My father is in a vi- 
ec glent rage on the occalion, and they are purſued wit 
& avidity : The perſon who forwards our letters gave 
te me this information; for all my diſcourſe is with my 
ce nurſe, and ſue informs me of nothing.—Adieu ! 
% Hope and fear alternately poſſeſs my ſoul, till that. 


& bliſsful hour when heaven ſhall kindly reftore —_ 2 


¶ njo to the arms of his faithful | 
66 annere 


Eugenio was tranſported bet meaſure on the pe- 
ruſal of this epiſile, and already anticipated tlie pleaſure 
of folding his Moved Terentia in his, arms. He ſub- 


mitted the letter to the peruſal of the ladies, who 5 


heartily congratulated him on tlie apparent proſperous 
turn of his affairs; and George and Mercutio return- 
ing ſhortly after, informed them, they had horſes and: 
every other neceſſary accommodation at command on 
the ſhorteſt notice: And now,“ aid Mercutio, © ba- 
niſh anxiety, fince the good old gentleman, your tutor. 
kas made his eſcape ; three days, I hope, will reſtore 
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Four wiſe, and if fortune favours us, as many weeks 
will place you both out of the reach of danger.” 'Theſe 
words inſpired Eugenio with new life, and the viſible 
change on his countenance indicated a heart elate with 
joy. Agreeably to his appointment with his friend, 
Eugenioꝰs ſervant went to town the next day, and had 
the ſatisfactlon of ſeeing Governor ſet out; and of 
hearing that the ſcouts who had been ſent in purſuit of 
the keeper of the priſon, and his fellow travellers, had 
returned without having been able to procure the leaſt 
intelligence ef their rout. * It was then concerted be- 
tween him and his friend, that on the evening of the en- 
ſuing day, he ſhould conduct his maſler to the ſpot 
where he had met Terentia in order to proceed te Fri- 
ar John's cell, and there wait the arrival of the lady. 
His friend informed him that Terentia was to feign a 
Night indiſpoſition ſome hours before that appointed for 
the Intended enterprize, and retire to her cloſet on 
pretence of trying to compoſe herſelf to ſleep. That 
her window overlooked the garden, and was not more 


than four feet from the ground, ſo that ſhe might de- 


ſcend with fafetyy' In the mean time, he would fix the 
abovementioned ladder of ropes to his own window, 
with which ſhe was well acquainted, where he would 
Rand centinel and inſtantly on her approach, drop the 
ladder, receive her into the window and, threw a 
man's long riding cloak over her, conduct her to the 


appointed ſpot: He added, that his maſter's being out 


of town for a few days would greatly facilitate the un · 
dertaking. | AS FP 
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Having placed every thing in a proper train in town, 
- Eugenio's ſervant returned with a billet from the lady, 
wherein ſhe aſſured him of her perfect willingneſs, and 
even impatience to accompany him to any part of the 
globe. 


Eugenio communicated theſe welcome tivings to his 
friends, who partook of his ſatisfaction on the occaſion, 
They then concluded, that it would be prudent to ſend 
for the horſes in the afternoon ; to have the baggage 
laid on as ſoon as it was dark, then ſet forward and 


travel all night, and, as George knew the whole road 


perfectly, to halt as ſeldom as poſhble until they * 
arrive in Leghorn. 


The next day all hands were buſy in making the 
neceſſary arrangements for their departure: Eugenio, 
in a ſlate of the utmoſt anxiety, thought it the longeſt 
of his life; nor were his friends leſs anxious. At two 
o' clock, the ſeryants were diſpatched for the beaſts ; 


at hve, Eugenio and his man began to aſcend the 


mountain, and our hero and his friends waited their re- 
turn in calm ſuſpence, as though ſomething fatal hung 
on the event. The whole hemiſphere was involved in 
darkneſs, when Eugenio and his faithful ſervant arriv- 
ed at the place of afſignation. After waiting about 
half an hour, full of hopes and fears, Eugenio was re- 
lieved from all his anxiety, by the appearance of her 
whom he eſteemed more than empires : He claſped 


her in his arins with ectaſy, at the ſame time ex- 
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claiming , And 0 Lene more embrace my do 


5 Thanks to all gracious heaven! ! Such: bliſs would be 
cheaply purchaſed with an age of toil and ſuſpence.“ 


Terentia manifeſted her ſatisfaction by the moſt tender 


- careſſes, and tears of joy. 


Aſter the befbentotods had ſubſided, Eugenio turn- 
ed to her conductor, ſaying, “ And you, my much 
eſteemed friend! How ſhall Jever reward your merit 
as it deſerves ? You have rendered me a kindneſs which 


I can never repay. But (pulling out a purſe of gold 


and preſenting it) accept this trifling teſtimony of my 
eſteem, until an opportunity ſhall offer when I may 


have it in my power to do more juſtice to your worth.“ 
He refuſed it peremptorily—perſuaſions were vain, he 
would not touch aſingle ducat, and it was with ſome 


difficulty that he was, prevailed on to accept a ring 
which Eugenio forced on his finger, ſaying, * Wear this, 
as a-token of my friendſhip, till you return to Lon- 


don, when you muſt return it; and I will ſupply its 


place by ſomething more worthy of your acceptance.” 


They then took an afſectionate leave of each other 
and parted. Eugenio's man led the way bearing a ve- 
ry. weighty calket belonging to Terentia: They were 
a conliverable time deſcenuing the mountain, but ar- 
rived ſafely at George's juſt as ſupper was ſerved up. 
Terentia was received with politeneſs and aſſeclion; 
and, after reſting herſelf a little, ſat down to ſupper 
with them. Preparation was inſtantly made for their 
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departure, Mercutio and George und extogk to equip 


Eugenio, and the ladies diſguiſed Ferentis, who cons 


ſente l to perſonate Iſabella's waiting woman. In the 
mean time, the ſervants ſailed the horſes and laid on 


the baggage, and, aiter im loring the aſſiſtance and 
protection of heaven, they mounted and ſet forward. 


They arrived at Leghorn without meeting with any 


material occurrence, where they were received with 


the moſt unaffected cordiality by Mr. Wilcox and his 
amiable: ſpouſe, who, though ſomewhat advanced in 
years, was poſſeſſed of the moſt perſect good nature, 
a1lded to a ſuperior degree of good ſenſe, and a moſt 
plealing vivacity combined with an elegant form and 
unacceptionable features. | 


Mr. Wilcox had two ſons, the eldeſt N A 
Qout merchant ſhip in the Leyant trade; the youngett 
was factor to his father, in Amſterlam ; and two 
daughters, the youngeſt was then in Holland with her 
brother 3 ; and the eldeſt was married to George Wright. 


The old gentleman had already provided a ſhip to 
tranſport them to Holland, which he had freighted 
himſelf: He intended to remain in Amſterdam a few 
weeks, till his ſon Robert ſhould have diſpoſed» of 
what merchandize he had on hand, expecting the re- 
turn of his other ſon {rom the Levant, and then to re- 
turn to Liverpool with his whole family. They e 
mained but ten days in Leghorn, for George having 
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informed his father and mother-in-law of the adventurg 
of Eugenio and Terentia, they judged it the moſt expe- 
dient to keep them in diſguiſe while on ſhore, and to 
embark as ſoon as convenient, In the mean time Mr. 
Wilcox and his ſon-in-law were buſy in ſeeing their ef- 
ſedts embarked and ſafely ſtowed on board the ſhip. One 
day they found the captain engaged in diſceurſe with a 
ranger, who ſeemed to preſs earneſtly for ſome 
favor: The Captain perceiving Mr. Wilcox, inter- 
rupted the ſtranger, ſomewhat haſtily, ſaying, here is 
the gentleman of whom I was ſpeaking, if he is willing 
to grant your requeſt IJ have not the leaſt objection. 

«© What is your requeſt Sir??? ſaid Mr. Wilcox, in 
the moſt unreſerved manner, „I ſhall think myſelf 
happy in having it in my power to oblige a gentleman 
of your appearance, therefore pray let me hear your 
requeſt, and rely on my willingneſs to ſerve you.” 
ec You do me a great deal of honour, Sir,” ſaid the 
Nranger, and I cannot enough admire your frankneſs 
and generoſity, in ſo freely tendering me your ſervice. 
Not to keep you longer in ſuſpence, I am a native of 
England, and have been tranſacting ſome affairs in Ita- 
Iy for a certain nobleman in London: Having lately 
received letters from thence preſſing me to return on a 
very important affair, J am in haſte to get thither. Af- 
ter having, in vain enquired for a veſſel bound for En- 
gland, I was informed of this being ſhortly to fail for 
Holland; I therefore made application to the com- 
mander, who informs me, that you have already en- 


— 


FORTUNE'S FOOT-BALL. 183 


aged his ſhip entirely, and that without your conſent 
he could not pretend to take any paſſengers on board. 
Now Sir, if you will be kind enough to permit me ta 
ſail with you to your deſtined port, as my affairs are 
very preſfing, I ſhall eſteem it as a favor of the firſt mag- 
nitude, and will comply with every requifite for my paſo 
ſage.” © Say no more, fir,” ſaid Mr. Wilcox: No 
are not only welcome to your paſſage, but, as I pro- 
miſe myſelf much ſatisfaction in your company, I ſhall 
make that the only condition.“ © Your generoſity,” 
returned the ſtranger, © demands all my gratitudeg 
and you may reſt aſſured of my eternal acknowledg- 
ment of the obligation.” He would have proceeded, 
but Mr. Wilcox prevented him by informing him, that 
he intended to embark his family early the next morn- 
ing, and ſail whenever the wind ſhould ſerve, therefore, 
adviſed him, if he had'any buſineſs to tranſact on ſhores 
to be as expeditious as poſſible. 


They then politely took leave of each other; Mr? 
Wilcox and George returned to their friends, and the 
firanger having no buſineſs on ſhore, remained ow 
beard with the Captain, 


'Three hours before day, our little community aroſe, 
and being collected in the common apartment, united 
in imploring the protection of that God who gave 
them exiſtence, in their intended voyage. They then 
began to prepare for embarkation: Eugenio and Te-. 
rentia put of their menial habits, and appeared in their 
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proper characters. At dawn of day, being all ready, 


they ſet forward towards the water - ſide, where they 
found the ſhip's boat waiting. 'They embarked, and 


the ſhip was immediately got under weigh: The can- 


vaſs being ſpread to the freſh breeze, they were, in 
A few hours; waſted out of fight of the city of Leghorn. 


- Sobn aſter they went on board, Mr. Wileox enquired 
for the ſtranger, and was informed he was not flirting 
pet. They were all fitting on the quarter deck, con- 


gratulating each other on the extreme pleafant weather 


with which heaven had favoured them in the com- 
mencement of their voyage, when the ſtranger appear- 
Ed upon deck, and advancing, ſaluted the whole compa- 
ny in the politeſt manner. But how ſhall I paint the 
Aſtoniſhment of Eugenio, when in the perſon of the 
ſtranger, he perceived his beloved tutor? He ſprang 
forward, and eagerly embracing him, exclaimed aloud, 
Do I behold, once more, my honoured, my much 


4toved maſter, friend and companion, alive and at his 


Hberty.” Then falling on his knees, earneſtly intreated 
Him to pardon the folly of his youth, which had n 
involved them both in irretreivable ruin. 


er Riſe my child,” ſaid his tutor, with a countenance 
that diſcovered the goodneſs of his foul, “and may 
"heaven pardon every inadvertency of your ſuture life 
' ks freely as I do this firſt; As to the inconveniencies 
I may have met with ſince our ſeperation, they were 
of no conſideration with me, when compared with the 
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anxiety I experienced on your particular account, leſt 
you ſhould be diſcovered. After all I am happy in the 
reflection of having your company to England; and of 
having in my power then to preſent you ſafe to your 
noble parents.“ 


ec My dear fir,” replied the youth, “your genero- 


fty, from our firſt interview, has been familiar to me; 
but in this particular inſtance manifeſts itſelf in ſo ſuper- 


Jative degree, that it leaves me a bankrupt, by confer- 
ring an obligation too vaſt for me ever to acquit my- 
ſelf of.” He then took Terentia by the hand, and 
preſented her to his tutor, ſaying, © behold, dear fir 


the innocent, beloved cauſe of our late troubles ;- and 


ſeal my pardon by admitting her to a ſhare of your 
eſteem.” 'The old gentleman prevented her from kneel- 
ing, by catching her in his arms, as ſhe was taking 
that poſture : He aſſured her of his warmeſt friendſhip, 
adding, that he had never imputed the leaſt part of his 
late troubles to her intention. She declared her ſa- 


tisfaction in being honoured with the regard of ſo wor- 


thy a perſon ; and promiſed to reſpect him as one of 
her beſt friends. Breakfaſt interrupted the converſa- 
tion for ſome time. When over, Mr, Savigny, Eu- 
genio's tutor, requeſted of his pupil the particulars of 
his adventures fince they parted in St. Marino. Euge- 
nio accordingly related, in the moſt connect manner, 
every circumſtance, as it has been communicated to 
the reader already: Painting, in the moſt ſtriking co- 
lours the favours he had experienced at the hands of 
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his new friends. Mr. Savigny liſtened attentively 
to every part of his narrative, not without emotion, 
and when it was ended, remarked, that the hand of 
Providence had been viſibly exerted in favour of them 
both; adding, that nothing ſhort of a complete affiance 


In the protection of the Supreme Being, could have 


encouraged him even to hope for an eſcape from the 
Horrid dungeon in which he had been confined. The 
whole company then requeſted a ſimilar favour of Mr. 
Savigny. 


e My adventures,” ſaid he, © in ſo ſhort a ſpace, 
cannot be ſuppoſed to have been many or important 3 
and though intereſting to me, will aſſord neither plea- 


fure nor amuſemement to the company preſent : 


Yet, it would argue the moſt unpardonable ingrati- 
tude in me, to refuſe ſo flight a gratification to per- 
ſons who have ſo generouſly contributed to my preſent 
happineſs, and that of my pupil, in ſo extenſive a lati- 
tude. 'The day I parted with you,” turning to Euge- 
nio, © You know I ſet out in company with our hoſt, 
in order, if poſſible, to recover our horſes. The per- 
ſon in whoſe poſſeſſion we found them, refuſed to deliver 
them without a written order from the Governor or 
ſome of his houſhold: We were much ſurprized at 
this repulſe, and demanded his reaſons. He anſwer- 
ed, that they were delivered to him by one of the Go- 
'yernor's Eunuchs, who charged him to keep them 
faſely, feed them well, and that he ſhould be amply 
Tewarded ; and moreover delivered him a billet from 
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the Governor's daughter: (Here Terentia withdrew 
with Iſabella,) „“ which contained peremptory orders 
not to deliver the horſes to any perſon without the 
aforementioned order. 


« This anſwer did but involve me in greater perplex- 
ity, for, what buſineſs the Governor of St. Marino 
could have with our horſes, or how he came by them, 
was to me, an inexplicable myſtery. I told him the 
horſes were mine, that I ſuſj ected he wiſhed to im- 
Poſe on me; that the ſtory he had vamped up appeared 
to me a fiction, and the note a forgery. I told him 
further, that if he woul! deliver up the horſes immedi- 
ately, I ſhould give myſelf no further trouble; if not, 
that I wouli make immediate application to the Go- 
vernor, and have him ſeverly puniſhed for his obſtinacy. 


cc Fin ing that all I ſaid had no eſcect, I left him, 
and with my lan dlord, returned to St. Marino, and 
ſoon obtained an audience with his Excellency : This 
was the next day about ten o*clock. After having 
made my complaint, he promiſed me ample ſatisfac - 
tion and inſtantly diſpatched an officer and twelve men 
with orders to bring the delinquent before him imme- 
diately. He was brought there in a few hours, when 
the Governor proceeded to interrogate him: He im- 
mediately produced the billet. The Governor having 
peruſed it, aſked who delivered him the horſes ? An- 
tonio, replied the priſoner, Ile then aſked him if 


188 TFORTUNE'S FOOT-BALKE 


Antonio had aſſigned any reaſon for bringing them te 
him; he anſwered in the negative. 


ec The Eunuch was ſent for, and examined. He 

trembled exceedingly, his tongue faltered, and his an- 
fwers were ſhort, broken and ambiguous. 'The Go- 
yernor commanded him to the torture Ile confeſſed 
the whole, corroborated what the priſoner had ſaid, 
and completely unravelled the whole affair. 'The Go- 
vernor, having obtained all the information the unfor- 
tunate Eunuch could give, ordered him to be ſtrangled: 
My feelings revolted at this piece of cruelty, and I 
eould not refrain ſoliciting pardon for the trembling 
victim; but in vain: He flew into a violent rage and 
began to interrogate the landlord and me concerning 
you, at which we were aſtoniſhed, not doubting but 
you was ſtill at our lodgings. 


te In vaĩn we aſſured him we had neither ſeen nor heard 
from you ſince we had ſet out in ſearch of the horſes : 
He inſiſted our anſwers were all evaſions; that we had 
all conſpired together to rob him of his daughter, and 
perhaps his life. One miſcreant, fail he, has atoned 
for his crimes by death, and, if that heretic, meaning 
you, is not ſpeelily diſcovered, you may reſt aſſured of 
2 ſimilar fate: Drag ihiem away, ſaid he to the keeper 
of the priſon, conhne them cloſely ; if you ſuſler them 
to eſcape, your liſe ſhall pay the forfeit. 


- 
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Accordingly we were conveyed to the common pri- 
ſon, where we were confined in a moſt horrid dungeon, 
denied the benefit of light or air, and in continffal ex- 
peQaation of being ſtrangled or broke on the wheel. 
The ſecond day of our impriſonment, the landlord was 


releaſed, in order (as the goaler has ſince informed 


me) to detect, if poſſible, you or your ſervant, who 
it was ſuppoſed, would be keeping a look out for me. 
Dreary as my habitation, and gloomy as my future 
proſpe was, my ardent prayer to heaven was, that 
I might be permitted to endure the utmoſt vengeance 
of the Governor, rather then you ſhould be diſcovered, 


& One night, as I lay, enveloped in the moſt gloomy 
darkneſs, ruminating on my unhappy ſituation, and 
praying for your ſafety, I thought I heard ſomebody 
diſcourling in a very low key. I raiſed my head and 
liſtened very attentively.— I ſoon perceive], through a 


very ſmall crevice, the Goaler and a perſon in a cane- 


nical habit (who afterwards proved to be the Friar 
who married you) in cloſe converſation together : 
They were forming a plan for abandoning the priſon 
the enſuing night, and to poſt away to the dominions 
of Spain with all poſlible ſpeed. 


« Hopeleſs as my ſituation was, a ray of hope darted 
through my ſoul with the idea of converting the diſco- 
very to my own advantage. A variety of reſolutions 
preſented themſelves to my diſtracted imagination, 
between that time and the dawning of the day. At all 
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events, I reſolved to hint the matter to the Goaler, le 
him know I had diſcorered their whole plan, and final- 
ly, requeſt a participation in their adventure: I was 
- encouraged to this meaſure by an idea that he would 
meyer (if he could help it) return to Italy, conſe- 
quently would be regardleſs of the conſequences which 
might attend his elopement : He might alſo be pre- 
benſive of my diſcovering their rout. 


©. T ſlept very little that night, and that little was 
interrupted by dreams, by no means agreeable, and 
when I awoke, my heart palpitated violently; my whole 
frame was much agitated, tho? unconſcious of any 
crime, either committed or meditated. 


« Morning, if the appearance of the Goaler may be 
termed ſo ; for light never intruded my apartment, at 
length diſpelled the perturbation of my mind; my 
keeper appeared more civil than ordinary, which I in- 
terpreted as a good omen. He preſented. my uſual 
modicum of food -I received it with a heavy ſigh, ex- 

claiming at the ſame time, When Oh Lord ! ſhall I 
be releaſed from this racking ſituation ?—Thrice hap- 
Fy, ſaid I, turning to the keeper, are you my friend, 
In the enjoyment of that liberty, of which I am un- 
juſtly deprived ! How happy ſhould I be now, could I 
be permitted to breathe, once more the freſh air! Once 
more enjoy the light of heaven But alas! I am, I 
fear, if not to ſuſſer an ignominious death, doomed 
to linger out the remainder of my days in this loath- 
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me den, excluded from the ſociety of men, with a | 
mind tortured with the moſt racking anxiety, without 
baving committed even the ſhadow of a crime. 


ce J really commiſerate your diſtreſs, but you know, 
faid he, the nature of my employment will not admit 
of my contributing to the alleviation of it. Oh yes, 
anſwered I, it is in your power to reſcue me from the 
impending miſchief which awaits me. If you intended 
to remain here, I ſhould not put your fidelity to the 
trial. He appeared much embarraſſed. But be nos 
offended nor ſurprized, when I inform you, that your 
intentions are well known to me: I overheard every 
word that paſt-between you and the reverend father laſt 
night ; and all I requeſt in conſequence is, that you will 
admit me a partner in your intended enterprize. 


« is countenance changed, and he was about to re- 
ply; but I prevented him, by ſaying, only reflect, my 
dear friend, on the conſequences reſulting from your 
elopement: You ſee how rigorouſly I am already 
treated, without any cauſe, and is it not more than 
probable that when the Governor is informed of the 
ſtep you have taken, he will wreak his whole vengeance 
on me I ſee humanity in your countenance—IT am 
convinced you have not a wiſh to be acceſſary to my 
death, which will inevitably follow your departure. 
Oh conſider this, my dear friend, ſaid J, taking his 
hand, you are ſenfible my preſent confinement is un- 
merited z therefore, let me take my lot with you this 


192 FORTUNE'S YOOT-BAL EL 


vight, let what will befal me, IT will be your everlaſt- 
ing friend. Here I pauſed. Your requeſt ſhall be 
granted, ſaid he, Tam” going to Father John now; 
and will return to you ſhortly ; in the mean time, 
make yourſelf eaſy : If we ſucceed, this night you 
ſhall be at your liberty; if not, inevitable ruin attends 
us all. 


ce He left me, and I muſt confeſs I wronged him; 
For I was doubtful of his integrity: He returned, how- 
ever, according to his promiſe, and informed me, that 
he had conſulted with the Holy father; that he was 
well ſatisfied for me to accompany them to ſome diſ- 
'tance from the town ; but that then I, muſt ſhift for 
myſell. I will, continued he, furniſh you with a 
horſe of my own, which you may diſpoſe of as you 
think proper, and twenty ducats to bear your ex- 
pences till you are out of danger. With theſe 
words he preſented me with this purſe, (ſhowing 
it) containing the aforeſaid ſum and this dagger: 
You may, perhaps, find this your beſt friend, faid 
ihe. Farewell—hold your ſelf in readineſs ——Joubt 
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